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INTRODUCTION, 


CONTAINING 


The Surety of the AccusaTION, and of 


? the Proceedings already paſſed upon it. 


My Loxps, 


HE hearing, which your Lordthips have 1 f 
fit to grant me, evinces the juſt and equitable diſ- 


* by which your proceedings are influenced, It 
would alſo demonſtrate, if I had ever been fo unjuſt as to 
cheriſh a doubt on the ſubject, that, whatever precipi- 
tancy or irregularity I may have heretofore ſuffered by, 
this board is utterly incapable of intentionally violating 
any principle of juſtice ; and therefore I muſt impute the 
injury to the ſame poiſoned ſource, as the one, from 
which the accuſation of me is derived. | 


| Your Lordſhips, by thus at length complying with my 


_ earneſt ſollicitations for the opportunity of exculpating 
my conduct, have a claim to the warmeſt amg, 8 
ments on my part; and, in the uſe of that opportunity, it 
hall be my ſtudy to mark the grateful ſenſe I have of the 
goodneſs of your Lordſhips to me. With a view to this 
I will apply my utmoſt attention, not only to keep the 


ſtrong feelings of a mind, conſcious of having long and 
grievoully ſuffered under an unjuſt accuſation, within the 


| bounds preſcribed by the reſpe& due to your Lordſhips, - 


and to repreſs every word the leaſt likely to offend the 
laudable delicacy: of the board ; but farther to guard againſt 
A | occupying 


3 


occupying one moment of the time of your Lordſhips, 


beyond what the juſt exhibition of my defence, conceived 


in the moſt conciſe terms ſo various a ſubject will admit, 


ſhall abſolutely require. 


The charges, againſt which I am to juſtify myſelf, 5 
wholly relate to my conduct, whilſt I had the honour of 


his Majeſty's commiſſion as ſuperintendant agent and 
commander in chief of the Moſquito Shore. They there- 


fore touch my honour and pride in the moſt eſſential and 
intereſted point. If I have a claim to any praiſe in a 
publick line; if any knowledge I am poſſeſſed of, any ſer- 
vice T have gone through for about twenty-ſeven years ei- 
ier ina military or civil capacity, is the leaſt deſerving 
of conſideration; if the remembrance of a deceaſed fa- 
ther, whoſe life was almoſt wholly devoted to the publick 
ſervice, can intitle me to any degree of attention ; it is 
chiefly to the Moſquito Shore that I muſt refer my pre- 
tenſions :—and if looking there I find a bar to them, 1 
| ſhall deſpair of raiſing any from other reſources. It was 
owing to my father, that the attention of government was 
firſt drawn to a full exerciſe of the rights of the crown on 
the Moſquito ſhore, and to eſtabliſh a government among 
the ſettlers there. My father alſo was the firſt perſon 
diſtinguiſhed with the office of ſuperintendant, or with 
any other commiſſion civil or military on the Shore, Theſe 
| were the circumſtances, which gave occaſion to my hav- 
ing a connection with that country from a very early part 
of my life; and it was the ſtudy of both my father and 
myſelf to improve in me this advantage, by ſtoring my 
mind with every kind of information, which could lead 
to a perfect knowledge, either of the country, or of the | 
means of deriving the important benefits in commerce 
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and power, reaſonably to be expected from a ſettlement, 


| fo adapted to the produce of every thing that grows be- 
tween the tropicks, and at the ſame time ſo happily ſituate 


almoſt in the midſt of the north and ſouth parts of Spaniſh 
America. The conſequence was, that I obtained a fami- 
lar acquaintance with the Mofquito country, and much 
important information relating to the ſurrounding Spaniſh | 
territory. But to facilitate the acquiſition by viſiting my 
father on the ſhore, I was forced to deſert my ſituation at 
Woolwich, where I was qualifying for an engineer. 
However, this did not happen till I had obtained know- 
ledge ſufficient to enable me to occaſionally exerciſe the 
various branches of that department of the military 


: | dine (a). Accordingly I was afterwards deemed a proper 
perſon to make a ſurvey both of the Moſquito Shore, and 
ol the adjacent countries; and I truſt, that the reſult of 


my labours in this way, which has long been in the poſ- 


ſeſſion of his Majeſty's miniſters, will one time or other 
be of importance to my country. Under theſe circum- 
ſtances, I was appointed by his Majeſty's miniſters to 


execute that article of the laſt treaty of peace with France 


and Spain, which ſtipulates for the demolition of our for- 


tifications “ in the bay of Honduras and other places of 


* the territory of Spain in that part of the world.” The 


manner of performing this truſt proved ſo ſatisfactory, 
that I was honoured with his majeſty's approbation. I 


bad even reaſon to believe, that, in the opinion of his 


Majeſty's miniſters, my knowledye of the Moſquito Shore 
helped to avoid an in jury to the crown's title to the coun- 


try, and to prevent its being miſtaken for an pendgge 


(a) See Appendix, No. 2. Fi 
A 2 ELLE 
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to the Bay of Honduras, and as ſuch confounded wih 


Spaniſſi territory. Recommended by the ſervices before 
ſtated (4), I was at length in 1767 appointed ſuperin- 


tendant agent and commander in chief of the Moſquito | 
Shore, which in the manner conferred ſome diſtinction 
upon me; for I was named by a commiſſion immediately 
: from his Majeſty, and by my inſtructions was to corre- 
ſpond with his Majeſty's miniſters ; whereas my prede- 
ceſſor Captain Otway received his appointment from the 
governor of Jamaica, and conſequently had a right to an 
official communication with him only. On this occaſion 
alſo, I was allowed to ſell my company in the army, 
though it had been the reward af ſervice, not purchaſed 
by money. Thus appointed to an office, which J had been 
ſo many years qualifying for, I went to the Shore with the > 
moſt flattering hopes of being able to be of very eſſential 
ſervice, From my long acquaintance with the country 
and its inhabitants; from the warmth of my zeal to exe- 


cute the duties of my office in the moſt effeCtual manner ; 


I concluded, that it would be in my power to advance the 
| proſperity of the colony, and, by a gradual introduction 
of a ſyſtem of police, to encourage the peopling of the 
country with ſettlers, and thereby to accelerate the pro- 
greſs of the colony from its infant ſtate to maturity. 
Could I have attained this object, it might in our pre- 
ſent circumſtances have rendered our poſſeſſion of the Moſ- 
quito country ſo firm, as to lay the foundation for a par- 
ticipation in commerce and dominion, in a part of Ame- 
rica, where hitherto the Spaniards have not been diſturb- 
ed by any material rivalſhip. I might add, that encou- 
5 raged to its full extent, this valuable country: is Capable 


(00 See Appendix, No. 1˙ 
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0 of counterbalancing even the loſs of che more northern 

Bn. — that unfortunate event ſhould finally take 

| . place. But notwithſtanding my zealous endeavours, it was 

A not my good fortune to meet with much of that ſucceſs, 

j vith which I had flattered myſelf. What were the cauſes of 
the diſappointment, it would be improper at this time =: 
attempt formally diſcuſſing. However, from the nature 
of the charges againſt me, my defence will neceſſarily 
_ diſcloſe ſome leading facts on the ſubject, and conſe- 
quently will enable your Lordſhips to judge, whether I 
am right in ſuppoſing, that the continual miſconduct of my 
accuſers was the chief obſtacle in my way. To me, the 
_ diſappointment was of the moſt mortifying kind. My 2 

chief conſolations under it were, and till are, firſt a 
| conſciouſneſs of having, as well in this point as in every 

- Other, exerted myſelf to the utmoſt in the active and 

faithful diſcharge of my office on the Shore; and next to 
this a confidence, that the uprightneſs of my actions 
would ſecure me not only approbation, but even praiſe. 5 
The former of theſe conſolations depending on myſelf is 
out of the reach of my accuſers. But of the latter, 
which depends on others to confer, my enemies have 
long laboured to deprive me. Should they finally ſuc- 
ceed, I ſhall not only endure the loſs of that, which I 
| ſhall ever hold to be one of the moſt valuable returns for 
honeſt labours in the ſervice of my country; but alſo, by 
the conſequential blemiſh of character, be put out, of a 
condition, and rendered leſs fit for future ſervice | in the S 
fame honourable line. = 
The charges againſt me are addreſſed to the ſecretary | 
of ſtate ſor the American department by Mr. Robert 
White as $ agent for various perſons, who are ſtiled the 
Princpial 
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principal bis of his Majeſty's ſettlement oh the 


Moſquito Shore, But your Lordſhips will pleaſe to avoid 


| ſuppoſing, what it has been endeavoured to encourage a 
belief of, that it is the accuſation of almoſt the whole ſettle- 
ment. To the firſt memorial the names of only twenty-five 


ſettlers appear; and Mr. John Pitt, one of thoſe for whom 
Mr. White ſigns, by a letter to me in effect wholly diſ- 


claims being a party to the accuſation (c). Since too the time 


of preſenting the firſt memorial, ſo many of my accuſers 


have died, that, unleſs I am much miſinformed, there now 
remain living only Captain Lawrie and two or three others. 


| There are two memorials of accuſation preſented by : 
Mr. White, which I am to anſwer. Of theſe the firſt 


| is dated the Lith of November 1773, and was accom- 


panied with a paper called a State of Facts. The ſecond 
is dated the 14th of June 1775; and though there was 


no new matter of accuſation in it, yet I conceive it to re- 
quire a diſtinct and very pointed anſwer on my part. It 


is to the miſrepreſentation in this latter paper, that I in 


great meaſure impute the diſadvantage I have now to en- 


counter; namely the prejudice from a deciſion made before 


> I was really heard in my defence. 


' Beſides the two memorials above at fince the 
firſt of them, others have been preſented againſt me, 


coming from the ſame quarter, and equally aiming at my 


deſtruction. But it is the expreſs condition, on which 


your Lordſhips have conſented to hear my juſtification, 


that I ſhould confine myſelf to thoſe two memorials, and 
I chearfully ſubmit myſelf to the pleaſure of your Lord- 
ſhips in this reſpect, without preſuming to enquire into | 

the reaſons of the reſtraint z it being ſuſſicient for me, 


1 See © Appendix, 7 "E 
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that there is no new accuſatory matter in the other papers 


exhibited againſt me; and conſequently that I do not ſee 


my. defence narrowed, ſo as to take from me the means 


ol a full anſwer to all the charges againſt me really and 
properly in iſſue before your Lordſhips. 


However, tho my anſwer is to be confined to thoſe 
two memorials, yet I preſume, that it was not intended 
to reſtrain me from ſuch a general ſtatement of the other 
proceedings againſt me, as ſhall be requiſite to explain from 
the progreſs of the accuſation, how the caſe comes before 
your Lordſhips in the preſent form. Indeed unleſs I was 


to be allowed to go thus far out of the two memorials, 


your Lordſhips would ſcarce be able to give the proper 


direction to your own proceeding, when judgment ſhall _ 


be finally pronounced. It might alſo be attended with a a 


_ diſadvantage to me, which I am ſure is not the intention 


of your Lordſhips. Without the true hiſtory of the ac- 


cuſation before your Lordſhips, the reſolution heretofore 


paſſed might excite an undue prejudice againſt me; and 
ſo the accuſation obtain a credit with your Lordſhips, 


which I am confident will be denied, when its origin and | | 
progreſs are juſtly repreſented 1 in due order and with the ; 


incidental circumſtances, 
Every article of the accuſation of me now to be con- 


troverted was firſt made in September 1771 to Sir William 


Trelawny then governor of Jamaica. At that time the 
chief of my accuſers were in a ſtate of revolt on the ſnore, 


having joined in erecting a body politick, and in aſſuming 
the appointment of magiſttrates to diſtribute juſtice (d): 


and as it was known, that my duty would compel me to . 
ſtate their miſconduct to Sir William, che accuſation was 


(4) See ö No. 49: | 
framed | 


—— — — + —— 
* * 


framed to counteract my repreſentations, and to give the 


colour of neceſſity to the violent meaſures they had adopted. 
But this fir ſt accufation was fo clandeftinety made, that 
1 did not know the contents of it, till near four years 


after. As to the proofs which were tranſmitted to ſupport 
| the accuſition, I have not yet been able to fee them. Sir 
William, as my accuſers fome times confeſs, gave their 


complaints a full folemn and judicial hearing. But 


though the charges, being framed with a view to intereſt 
bim in favor of my accuſers and to feduce him to umte 
with them, were therefore chiefly compoſed of topicks | 
perſonal to Sir William, yet he deemed the imputations 
ſo groundleſs, and the proofs fo inadequate, that he did 
| not call for my defence; but the anſwer to my accuſers 
was, that the neceſſity, which they pleaded in excuſe for 
| Mlegally erecting a body politick and chooſing a magi 
tracy, originated from themſelves, This reprimand was 
: accompanied with a new commiſſion of the peace, to re- 


move all pretence for continuing the illegal magiſtraey (e). 


ly accuſers acquieſced in the implied difmiſſal of the 

charges againſt me by the governor of Famaica; but re- 

jected the new commiſſion of the peace, and perſevered 
in the magiſtracy of their own creation. At length how- 
ever the colony tired of the anarchy and diſorder, the na- 

| tural refult of uſurped powers, ſollieited me to afliſt in 

' reſtoring, a legal. goverment; and even Captain Lawrie, 


with other leaders amongſt my accuſers, ſubſcribed the 


4 application to me (7). This was in the beginning of 
1773, when Sir William Trelawny was dead, and Co- 


lonel Dalling acted as governor of Jamaica. Happy to 


fee ſuch a change of ſentiments, 1 chearfully conſented 
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to co- operate in c order to the colony (2); and for 


that purpoſe J accepted of the confidence offered me, by 


carrying a letter of ſupplications from them to governoc 


Dalling, and giving it all the ſupport in my power (Y). 


The application ſucceeded; every thing aſked for was 


granted, particularly a new commiſſion of the peace, and 
his approbation of their electing a council to make bye- 


laws and to de a court of appeal from the bench of 
Juſtices (). At firſt governor Dalling's anſwer to their 


requeſts ſeemed to give ſatisfaction. All the magiſtrates 
named in the new commiſſion of the peace, but one, who 


was averſe to the trouble of acting, qualified under it (4), 


and a council was actually elected in purſuance of gover- 
nor Dalling's licence {/). But here the pleaſing proſpect 
of good order and a legal government ended. The ill 


humour of the leading perſons amongſt my accuſers, who 


a little before had been ſoured by failing in an attempt to 
ſeduce me from my duty in oppoſing their monopoly 
of ſour millions of acres on the Shore (m), returned; 
and unfortunately, they had influence enough to bring 


about 2 ſecond revolt, more extended and permament than 
the firſt, Beſides again erecting an illegal magiſtracy, all 
ſubmiſſion to the government of Jamaica was diſclaimed; 
and under a ſtill more avowed independency, the exerciſe 


of the uſurped powers and juriſdictions continued ſor 


more than two years, in ſpite of two proclarnations 1 in the 


_ King's name iſſued by two ſucceſſive governors of Jamaica, 


the fiſt in November 1774 by Colonel Dalling (), the 
ſecond in December 1775 by Sir Baſil Keith (o), The 


(e) Ste App. No. 54. (9 App. No. 55. (i) App. No. 58. 


() App. No. 0. (/) App. No. 61, 62, 63, 64, 65, 66, 67, 68. 
(m) App. No 57. (=) App. No. 68, (o) App. No. 73. 
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occaſion, on which this ſecond revolt broke out, was a dif. 
ference of opinion with me about an oath for the new coun- 
cil (o), by which the heads of the revolters, afterwards the 


leaders of my accuſers, inſiſted upon ( 705 but from its excepti- 
onable contents, I was forced by duty to reject (r). But asl 


ſhall hereafter ſhew, my refuſal was only one of the pretences 
for this revolt. The true reaſon was the ſame i in this as in 
the ſormer. In both, my accuſers knew, that their miſ- 
conduct would force me to criminate them. In both, 


acting in the genuine ſpirit of recrimination, they deſ- 


. turned accuſers to anticipate accuſation. 
It was during the prelude to this ſecond revolt, that my 


accuſers firſt complained of me to his Majeſty's miniſters ; 
as will appear by comparing dates. The laſt of my letters 5 
about the oath ſor the new council is dated the 16th of 
July 177 30). The revolt was completed in September 


following. The firſt memorial, to the ſecretary of ſtate 
for the American department, againſt me, is that of the 
11th of November in the ſame year, and is dated at Lon- 8 


don. But ſo diſtreſſed were they for matter to criminate 


me, that they were not able to ſuggeſt any new. topicks : 


1 accuſation; and therefore were driven to reiterate 
heir old charges againſt me to Sir William Trelawny; ; 
though he had blemiſhed them with a reprimand of my 
accuſets; and they had not only acquieſced in the juſtice 
of his deciſion for almoſt two years, but during the latter 
part of that time had ſolicited me the accuſed to accept 


of their chief confidence. There are other unfavourable 


Wannen belonging to this ſecond acoulation, It 


(e) See Appendix, No. 64. (7) App; No. 6 5. 
00) App. No s. O0 App. No. 666. 
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was conducted with the fame ſecrecy as the firſt, and fo 
ſucceſsful were the deceitful meaſures to keep it from 
my knowledge, that I continued ignorant of it for near 


one year; and then, as your Lordſhips will preſently ſee, 


had the ſecret diſcloſed to me by mere accident. Alſo 


the inſtructions for this ſecond crimination appear to have 
been fabricating, whilſt there remained a ſhew of amity 


with me; and muſt have been actually ſent from the 
Shore before there was an open rupture, and i in the midſt h 


of our correſpondence about the oath, Otherwiſe, how 


could the accuſatory memorial preſented on the 11th of 


November 1773, with the State of Facts annexed, have 
: been delivered in London ſo ſoon { ? Beſides Mr. Gilibert, 
the emiſſary diſpatched to London with the inſtruQions 
againſt me, did not ſtay on the Shore long enough to 
ſubſcribe their laſt letter to me about the oath, which 
was dated the 16th day of July 17730); though his name 

appears to the preceding letters I received on the fame 

ſubject in June (u). | 2 


The firſt information, which I recelied 5 my having - 


been accuſed either to Sir William Trelawny or his 
Majeſty, was in July 1774 near three years after the 
firft accuſation, and a year after ſending the. inſtructions 
for the revived one. I derived the knowlege of them, 
whilſt I was on official buſineſs at Jamaica, from the 


friendly communication of Sir Baſil Keith, who, being 


poſſeſſed of very imperfect copies of the memorial of 
November 1773, with the State of Facts belonging 0, 
permitted me to have them in my hands for five or ſix 
days. The uſe I made of this indulgence was to draw a 
: ſhort ſketch of obſervations on the State of Facts, and chat 


(2) dee Appendix, No. 68. (u) App. No. $1, $3: 
B 2 „ oa, 
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only, which was haſtily written by me, when I was with 
ſcarce any proper vouchers, moſt of thoſe being on the Shore, 
and merely with a view to enable him to ſee, how little 
impreſſion the complaints of me ought to make. But on 
reading this imperfect paper, he adviſed me to allow him 
to ſend it home, that, if the complaints of me ſhould ex- 
cite attention enough to put me on my defence, it might 


ſerve as a general caveat to guard me from any interven- 


ing prejudice, Nothing could be farther either from 
Sir Baſil's or my intention, than that a paper ſo ſuddenly 
Prepared, fo wanting moſt of the proper vouchers, and fo 
imperfect, though as, far as it went, ſtrictly conſonant 


with truth, ſhould be treated as my full deſence, or pre- 
_ clude me from making one. 


On my return to the Shore I wrote to Captain Lawrie, | 
for a copy of the accuſation againſt me; Sir Baſil Keith | 
not having thought fit to allow me liberty to make one 


from the papers he had lent me. But Captain Lawrie, 
in his anſwer, declined acting ſo openly. lt is obſervable, 
85 that in his correſpondence (x) with me on this ſubject, 
he, ſtyles Mr. White agent for the colony at the court of 
Great Britain, He beſt knows, to what connections he is 
indebted for a phraſe ſo liable to offenſive interpretation. 


On the gth. of July 1774, Mr. White the agent for my 
accuſers at London, preſented a ſecond memorial againſt 
me. It was expreſſed in more violent language than the 


firſt, but did not contain any new charge. 


The next paper preſented againſt me was the memorial 


of the 14th of June 1775, which procured for my enemies 
no ſmall advantage. There were indeed no new charges 
Againſt me. But by miſrepreſenting the cauſes of the 
| &) See r No. 71, 5 
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anarchy prevailing on the Shore in a ſeries of miſ-ſtatements 


continued to the beginning of 1775; by alledging that the 


ſettlement would be ruined if I continued ſuperintendant; 


and from my want of any agent to defend me, and to 
ſtate the real ſituation of the colony, my accuſers prevailed 


ſo far as to obtaiz an order to call me home, but without 


ſvperſeding me in my office. The Earl of Dartmouth's 


letter, ſignifying his Majeſty's pleaſure in this dee is 
dated the 3d of Auguſt 1775. i 

The 11th of January 1776 I received the order to re- 
turn to England from the hands of Mr. Ferguſon who 
was appointed my locum-tenens by Sir Baſil Keith, in 


purſuance of an inſtruction from the King, and brought 


from Sir Baſil a handſome and friendly letter on the 


ſubject (=). 


The Zoth of the ſame month the arent fort my accu- 
fers preſented a long and moſt violent memorial, as a re- 
ply to my haſty ſketch of obſervations on the State of FaQts, 
which they artfully treated as my full defence; though 
it was never intended by me as ſuch; though it was con- 


| fined to the State of Facts only; and though I had never 
ſeen or heard of the two ſubſequent accuſatory memorials. | 


The 7th of May 1776 Lord George Germain preſented 
at the board of your Lordſhips the memorials of the 11th 
of November 1773 and 14th of June 1775, with the State 
of Facts annexed to the former; my ſketch of a reply to 
the State of Facts, which by a miſtake 1s there mentioned 
as my reply both to that and the two memorials; and 
laſtly the anſwer of my accuſers to the ſketch of my re- 


ply. At the fame time his Lordſhip informed the board 


of its being his Majeſty” s pleaſure, that they ſhould e 


O) See Appendix, No 22. (z) App. No. 74 5 
| dhe 


the papets preſented, into conſideration, and report to 


his Majeſty what was adviſeable to be done upon them. 
| Whilſt theſe papers were before the board, Lord 
George Germaine was miſled by ſome falſe information 
to believe, that I had left the Moſquito Shore, but had not 


obeyed the order to come home ; and accordingly notified 
it as a fact to your Lordſhips. About the ſame time Mr. 


| Robert White the agent for my accuſers, together with 
Captain Lawrie and Mr. James Montgomerie, a gentle- 
man in the mercantile way, and in partnerſhip with ſeve- 


ral of my accuſers, attended and were diſcourſed with by 
your Lordſhips. - What information they gave, the mi- 
.nutes of the board do not explain. But I have reaſon to 
fuſpect, that they were moſt active to encourage the be- 
lief as well of my having left the Shore, and of its being 
7 very much diſtreſſed for want of a ſuperintendant, as of a 


great alarm here amongſt the merchants on that account. 
It is no great matter of ſurprize to me, that under the 
influence of ſuch information your Lordſhips were im- 


pelled to a haſty deciſion. Who could ſuppoſe, that my 
accuſers or their agents would preſume to approach his 
Majeſty's ſecretary of ſtate, or your Lordſhips, with the 


poſitive and confident aſſertion of a falſhood, ſo cer- 


tain to be finally detected? If too the facts were as re- 
' preſented, who could doubt of the propriety of removing | 
me and appointing another perſon to my office? So groſs 
— miſconduct, as leaving my duty without any perſon to 


| officiate in my abſence, and at the ſame time diſobeying 


che orders to return home, if I had really been guilty of 
it, well deſerved the inſtant loſs of office; nor could a 


caſe be cably imagined, in which the publick fervice 
could more preſs for an immediate reſolution from your 


Zerdihips, | 
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Lordfhips. In ſuch a caſe it was ſcarce an object to ſcru- 
tinize minutely other complaints. Where the accuſed of- 


| ficer appeared quilty of ſo aggravating a diſobedience of 
his Majeſty's orders, it was eaſy to give credit to imputa- 


tions of an.inferior kind, . . 

That reaſons like theſe did operate on your Lordſhips, 
I do not heſitate to ſuggeſt ; becauſe otherwiſe I ſhould be 
unable to reconcile the reſolution of the board, which fol- 
lowed, with the uſual juſtice and equity of its proceedings. | 


Acting, I will therefore venture to ſay, under the provo- 


cations, thus artfully raiſed on a falſe foundation, and con- 
fidently impoſed on his Majeſty's ſecretary of ſtate and 
your Lordſhips, when I had neither friend nor agent au- 


thorized to contradiQ the calumny, nor indeed informed 


of it, or any other part of the procedure; the board on 


the zd of July 1776 came to a reſolution againſt me. 
"This reſolution ſtates the information, that I had left the 
Shore, but notwithſtanding had not obeyed the order to 
come home. It next takes notice, that there was no evi- f 
dence before the board on my part, to oppoſe to the com- 


plaints againſt me, except my looſe ſketch of a reply to 


the State of Facts, miſtakenly called my defence. Then 
| the board declared an opinion, that l appeared in ſeveral 


inſtances guilty of the miſconduct I had been charged 
with, 'The minute of the board concluded with a reſo- 
lution ſubmitting to his Majeſty, whether it night not 


be expedient to remove me from my office of ſuperinten· 
dant, and appoint another perſon to it. 


Accordingly I was immediately fiperſedted 3 ; and Cap» £ 


5 tain Lawrie the leader of my accuſers, the leader alſo of 
two revolts, and as ſuch not only condemned by three 
different governors of Jamaica, but included! in proclama- 


tions 
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tions in the King's name by two of them, completed the 
triumph of an unjuſt accuſation, by being named my 
ſucceſſor; and he is to this moment enjoying the fruits of 
an employment gained by the cruel e of 


an abſent and innocent man. 


- Whilſt theſe tranſactions paſſed in Fouland I remained 
in active duty on the Moſquito Shore, perfectly ignorant 
of every ſtep taken againſt me at home, except the order 
to return, and alſo of every paper preſented againſt me 
except the imperfeCt copy of the firſt aceuſatory me- 
morial with the State of Facts. I took for granted, that, 
if the complaints againſt me were perſevered in, I ſhould 


be formally called upon to make my defence to the ſeveral 


papers prefented againſt me, and to exhibit my proofs; 
it ſurpaſſing my imagination, what arts could be practiſed 
- 0 diſappoint me of ſo Haw and 4 ordinary a oma 1 185 


tice. 
Though the ordert for my return reached me the 110 


8 1776, and 1 unremittingly endeavoured to meet 
with a veſſel to take my paſſage in, I was unable to leave 
the Shore till the 25th of July following ; nor indeed, 
according to the uſual intercourſe with the Shore, could an 
opportunity ſooner occur. I then was forced to make uſe 


of a new ſloop, which had been deſtined for a different pur- 


poſe. In proſecuting my voyage, I was driven on a ſmall 
ſandy and deſart iſland, where I was detained two months, 
| during which time it was with the utmoſt difficulty, that 
I fed and kept alive my wife and four young children. 
Afterwards the veſſel became ſo leaky, that my perſonal | 
aſſiſtance was neceſſary to pump the water out of the 5 


hold; but yet I continued my courſe, till there was no 


alternative but going into Bermu :das or periſhing at ſea. 
Fn eee When 


* 2 . 


1 


When at Bermudas I had the proper proteſt on oath made 
by the maſter before the governor there, and the veſſel was 


condemned (a). This was the cauſe of my being detain- 


ed at Bermudas, where I waited ſix months, in vain 
watching for the means of a paſſage home. At laſt [ met. 


with a little veſſel, which I bought; but it was ſo ill ſuit· 


ed for my wife and children, that I found it more eli- 


gible to leave them behind, expoſed to the proſpect of fa- 
mine then threatening Bermudas, than expoſe them to 

the more immediate danger and hardſhips of a paſſage in 
ſo ſmall and ill provided a veſſel as I had purchaſed. It 


was a trying neceſſity to part with a wife and four infants 


in ſuch circumſtances. But preferred the performance « of 
my duty as a publick officer to my feelings as a private man. 


Leaving Bermudas, I did not ſtop till I reached Lon - 


don, which was not till the 4th June 1777. I immedi- 


ately went to the office of the ſecretary for the American 


: department, and there for the firſt time LEAR; what had 
paſſed during my abſence. 8 8 


The news of my condemnation ly afllited and 


aſtonifhed me; but did not plunge me in deſpair. I des 5 
rived comfort from a conſciouſneſs of my innocence. 1 
founded hope on the juſtice of your Lordſhips, conceiving | 
that I ſhould obtain it, when the board was convinced, 
chat they had been betrayed, by the falſe allegations of my 
enemies, into a deciſion premature and at the ſame time 
 iojurious to the cauſe of truth. Men with contracted 
ſouls are afraid to acknowledge error. But the liberality 
of ſuch perſons as compoſe this honourable board, 1 


truſted, would riſe ſuperior to ſuch littleneſs. It is the 


elevation of Juſtice, when a 4 . revokes his cn errOnong . 
ſertence, 


(a) See Appendix No, 77 and Proteſt, . 


66 
T hus ſupported i in my adverſity, 1 laid my grieyanees 


before the noble Lord at the head of the American depart - 


ment; and through him they reached your Lordſhips. I 


proved, that I was preſent and in the active performance 


of my duty on the Moſquito Shore, when his Lordſhip had 


been induced by the falſe aſſertions of my enemies to re- 


preſent me as abſent. 4 proved, that I had obeyed the or- 


der to return home, which by an impoſition on his Lord- 


hip] he was moved to repreſent me as diſobedient to; nay 


that I had obeyed at the riſk of my own life, at a riſk alſo 


infinitely more ſevere to my feelings, the riſk of my wife 
and children. I farther proved it to be a third miſrepre- _ 


f ſentation to the board, when they were told, that the Shore 
was left without any perſon to act as ſuperintendant ; ; for 


EY | demonſtrated, that it was never leſt thus deſtitute, and 


khat, at the time ſuppoſed, there was a gentleman appoint- 


eld my locum tenens, and both he and myſelf were upon the 


Shore. Laſtly, I explained what a miſtake it was to treat 
my looſe undated and unſigned paper, called my ſketch 


of a reply to the State of Facts, as a defence to the two ac- | 
cuſatory memorials of November 1773, and June 1775 


that it was never intended as more than a caveat in my fa- 


- your during my abſence, and till I ſhould be called upon 
for my defence; that it profeſſed to be only an anſwer to 
the State of Facts, and only the ſketch of an anſwer to that; 
that it purpoſely avoided anſwering the accuſatory memo- 
rial of November 1773, and chat being written in 1774 | 
; it could not by any poſſibility be an anſwer to the memo- 


dial of June 1775; and in ſhort, that in conſequence of 
5 this moſt extenſive and eſſential miſtake, I was tried and 


condemned, without the board's hearing my defence, or 


ide proofs which I have to exhibit 1 in manifeſtation of my 
innocence. | | 


Such 
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Such a -Aetiion of the manner, in which the noble 
Lord at the head of the American department and this ho- 
nourable board had been ſurprized into error, and preci- 
pitated into a premature deciſion, could not be heard 
without aſtoniſhment, But neither the ears of the noble 
Lord, nor the ears of this board, were ſhut to the voice 
of truth. It prevailed, and both have concurred in hold- 
ing out redreſs for the injuries I complain of. The noble 


Lord firſt liſtened to the ſtatement of my grievances z _ 
and theſe being afterwards ſubmitted to the board, your 
Lordſhips came to two reſolutions ſucceſſively in my ſa- 

vour. By the firſt, dated the 6th Jannary 1778, your 


Lordſhips exculpate me from the non-obedience imputed 
to me, by the information ſtated to the board in their for- 
mer minute, which recommended the removal of me from 


be: office. By the ſecond, dated the 1ſt of July in the 


"preſent year, your Lordſhips have gone a ſtep farther to- 
wards my relief, by agreeing to hear my defence, to the 
charges contained in the two accuſatory memorials of the 
* 11th November 1773 and the 14th June 1775. 

It is in purſuance of this laſt reſolution, that I now 


come before your Lordſhips for a full hearing of my caſe ; | 
and the door to the juſtification of my innocence being 
thus opened by the juſtice of your Lordſhips, notwith- 


ſtanding the ſeeming diſadvantage from the deciſion al- 
ready paſſed, I approach your Lordſhips with a full confi- 


dence, that when final judgment ſhall be pronounced upon 


my actions, I ſhall not depart from the board, without 


ſach an honourable teſtimony, as will make me ample 5 
zmends for the ſevere ſufferings, to which I have been ſo 
long expoſed by the hitherto ſucceſsful inventions of un- 


juſt accuſers. e 8 


THE 


0 F 


The 1th of November 1773 conſidered 


and anſwered. 


n Memorial of he 11th Noreniber 1773 begins 
T with charging, that “ I had, illegally and without 
e any warrant or authority for ſo doing, aſſumed the rank 
e power and authority of being the legi/lator, governor, 

61 juſtice of peace, and chief magiſtrate of the Moſquito 
4 Shore, independent of his Majeſty $ opere of Jamaica 

« jn many inſtances.“ 5 | 
This charge is afterwards divided into two general 
branches, each of which is explained by ſeveral ſpecific 
allegations. The firſt branch relates to the imputation 
of my aſſuming to be an independent legi/lator and werner, 
and is e! by ſive Wine inſtances. 


FIRST INST ANCE 


The firſt inſtance is expreſſed to be my convening A 
4 congreſs of the colony ſoon after my arrival on the Moſ- 
« quito Shore in 1768, and propoſing to erect a ſupreme 
« council from among them conſiſting of twelve mem- 
44 hers, fix of whom were to be choſen by myſelf, and ſix 


cc by 


62 


« by the election of the people at large; which eouneil 
6 being the head or chief, were to form a body of laws, 
& according to which all cauſes civil and criminal were 

eto be tried, and were alſo to determine in the laſt re- 


= fort all * from the court t of quarter leſſions.“ 


| A N 8 W E R. | 
The crime which this fact is 3 to prove is 4 
ſuming the authority of an independent legiſlator and go- 


vernor. But the fact ſtated only imputes to me propoſing. = 
This, without more, avoids the concluſion of my accuſers; 

for, moſt certainly to aſſume and exerciſe an authority, 
which is their charge, is one thing; to propoſe to be in- 


veſted with an authority, which is their proof, is another. 
But I ſhould be ſorry to leave my defence here; for 1 


am yet to learn, that my propoſition of a council was in- 


ſeed wirh the leaſt degree of criminality. BG 
It was a part of the written inſtructions given to me by 


the ſecretary of ſtate for the American department, when 
his Majeſty appointed me ſuperintendant ; that I ſhould. 
apply myſelf with zeal and diligence, to 2/abliſh good 
«© order amongſt the inhabitants, and to promote the prof- 
C perity of the ſettlement.” 


On my arrival on the Moſquito Shore, I found the 


ſettlement languiſhing under a moſt imperfect ſyſtem of 


government. The only juriſdiction exerciſed there was 


under a commiſhon of the peace from the governor of 
Jamaica. This, like ordinary commiſſions of the peace, 
extended only to criminal matters. But in practice thoſe, 


who aCted under it, had alſo ventured to take copnizance 


ol civil cauſes, from the want of any other court; there 
being no exiſting Juriſdiction ſtrictly competent to enter- 


4 + tain 


622) 


tain civil ſuits, except an old commiſſion for appointing 4 


chief juſtice and aſſiſtant judges, which had been iſſued 
whilſt Admiral Knowles was governor of Jamaica, and 
had never been put in force. The ſettlement was with- 
out any afſembly authorized to make bye-laws for its in- 


ternal regulation. So long as this laſt defect continued, 
it ſtruck me, that there was little proſpect of ſeeing any 


remedy applied to the numetous diſorders, by which the 
ſettlement was at this time diſtracted: and I was the more 


anxious to ſupply this defect; becauſe I knew of what very 
great importance the Moſquito Shore might become ts 
Great Britain, if ſufficient encouragement to a proper num= 

ber of ſettlers to reſort to it was once given, by graduall 75 


introducing the ſame good order and police, as prevail in 
our Weſt-India iſlands, Had I ſacceeded, it would have 


been a fortunate circumſtance for the preſent time, and 
the Moſquito Shore might now have proved one of the 
moſt valuable appendages to the crown of Great Britain. 


| Conſidering the ſettlement in this point of view, I in 


Auguſt 1768 circulated a propy/ition in writing, that a 
council ſhould be elected for the forming of laws and in- 


troducing good order; and that it ſhould conſiſt of twelve, 


one half at leaf? to be choſen by the free voice of the peo - | 
ple (a). In the October following I aſſembled the inha- 
bitants to conſider the expediency of this propoſal (5); 
and finding, that they did not approve of my naming any 
of the council, I chearfully acquieſced in their ſentiments. 
of elefting the whole. With this alteration my propoſal 
vas aſſented to by the inhabitants aſſembled, My next ſtep 
was to iſſue a proclamation for a general meeting of the 
inhabitants to elect the council (c). But the m_— was 


(0) App. No.8, (3) App. Ne. 9. (c) App. No. 1. | 
: . Wo : alterwards 
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afterwards poſtponed by another proclamation at hy defirg 
of ſome of the inhabitants (d). It was poſtponed a ſecond 


time on account of the bad weather (e). But after all theſe 


preparatory ſteps, the meeting for the election of the coun« 
cil was given up; for I diſcovered, that ſome of the inha- 
bitants had departed from their firſt opinion, and were 


becoming wholly averſe to any further proceedings to- 


wards a new regulation amonſt themſelves. : 


From this naked ſtate of the facts relative to my propo- = 


ſition of a legiſlative council, it appears, that the manner, 


in which my accuſers ſhape their allegation, is both im- 
perfect and incorrect. It is the former; becauſe they take 


no notice, that the inhabitants at firſt aſſented to my pro- 
poſal of having a council; nor of my acquieſcing in their 


deſire to elect all the members. I call it the latter; be- 
cauſe it was no part of my propoſal, that the council 
ſhould be a court of appeal of the /aft 7 efer t. Nor could 


any thing be more diſtant from my thoughts. Indeed the 


written papers publiſhed on the occaſion did not expreſs a 
word of the council's having any judicial authority z 
though if the plan had come to maturity, I meant, that 
the council ſhould be a court of appeal in the , reſort. 


But ſuch as the propoſition and my conduct in reſpeCt 
to it really were, by what arguments can my accuſers [EN 
der them criminal to your Lordſhips ? . 
In their State of Facts, my acculers with a view to de- 


pretiate my propoſal ſor a council, and ſhew how unne- 
ceſſary it was, repreſent, that the colony proſpered and in- 
creaſed under the exiſting civil inſtitutions. Yet moſt of 


theſe ſame perſons, in May 1766, join in a petition to the 


throne on the internal deplorable | circumſtances of the 
Mann, 09 App. No. 12. 
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(34 -) 
ſettlement (/), and at the ſame time addreſſed the late 
Lord Chatham, ſetting themſelves forth as the moſt diſ- 
treſſed people (g). Yet moſt of theſe ſame perſons again 
urged the like repreſentations by another petition to the 
throne in October 1769; this ſecond petition reciting a- 


mong other diſtreſſes, that “ neither could they enforce, 
nor in ſome caſes even attempt to exerciſe any ſort of 
« civil authority, for want of a military force to have re- 
4 courſe to on occaſion (.)“ Vet ſome of theſe ſame per- 
ſons in January 1773 fign a letter to Gov. Dalling, in 


which they a third time contradi& their preſent language; 


for they confeſs feeling by experience, that a benck of juſ- 
_ tices, being the whole of their civil government, was by no 
means ſufficient for the regulation of the ſettlement; they 
Propoſe the very council, which they now reprobate, for- 
eeibly adding to Colonel Dalling, that, if the propoſal met 
with his approbation, it would in their opinion make a diſ= 
tracled ſettlement happy (i). How will my accuſers reconcile | 
ſuch contrarieties ? According to their former repreſenta- 


tions, the government of the Moſquito Shore is inade- 
gquate ; the ſettlement is diſtracted ; they ſollicit a council 
of legiſlature and appeal, as the proper thing to ſupply 


- their wants and make them happy. But when they ac- 
cuſe me to his Majeſty's miniſters, the government of 
the Shore is perfect; the ſettlement is happy; and a coun. 
eil is fo far from ee or prayers that 1 It is even Crimi- 
nal to propoſe it. 


My accuſers in their State of Facts ſay, that there was 


a total want of every degree of authority for the i innova- 
, tion I propoſed. But wy: inſtructions e me to 7b | 


(0 App. No. 4. | e) App. No. g. 
(4) App. No, 26. ) App. No, 55. 
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myſelf with zeal and diligence to eſtabliſh good order; and this 


I ſubmit to your Lordihips was a warrant to me to pro- 


poſe, what appeared to me likely to contribute to ſo good | 


a purpoſe. My propoſition for a council I fill think 


was of this ſalutary kind; and the facts, I have already | 
exhibited, prove, that the colony, including my accuſers, 
have been more than once of the ſame opinion. But; 
What is of more conſequence, the idea of the propoſal 
originated from a report of a committee of his Majeſty's 


privy council in 1744, which recommended ſuch a coun- 


cil for the Bay of Honduras(!), where we then had a ſet- 


tlement under ſimilar circumſtances with the Moſquito 


Shore; and of this report the colony of the latter was 
well informed, when my propoſal for a council was under 
_ conſideration ; for I had circulated a copy of it throughout 

the colony. However 1 do not mean to inſinuate, that 
the plan for a council could be. completely executed, ſo 
as to have all the affect of a legal eſtabliſhment, beſore it 

had the royal approbation. I know the contrary : and if, 5 
as was intended, a council had been immediately elected, 
the meaſure would have been ſubmitted to the King's 
miniſters; and on his Majeſty's pleaſure it would of 
courſe have depended, whether the council ſhould | or 
| ſhould not be a permanent eſtabliſhment. 

Io render this propoſal the more offenſive, my accuſers | 2 

repreſent in their State of Facts, that the Congreſs, as 

they term the meeting of the inhabitants, broke up 


— 


diſpleaſed with my ambition, and with the illegal powers 


(1) See Appendix, No. 1 | 9 
i -D. deſire 


I wanted to aſſume. Who would imagine ſrom this 
language, the fact to be, that the aſlembly agreed to 
che propoſal for a council ; that I acquieſced in their 


6260) 
deſire of chooſing all the members; and chat they deter- 
mined to have. another meeting for carrying the propoſal 


into execution by actually electing a council! Vet all this 


was really the caſe. 


But it has been urged againſt me, chat the propoſal of a 
council, without previouſly conſulting with Sir William 
Trelawny the then governor of Jamaica, was derogatory 
from my dependency on the goverment there. I do con- 


| Fefs, that, when I made the propoſal, I did not conceive 
myſelf to be dependent on the governor of Jamaica; an 
error, if it was wholly one, into which 1 was led by cir- 


cumſtances peculiar to my appointment. Captain Otway, 


- my predeceſſor was ſuperintendant under a commiſſion 5 
from the governor of Jamaica, and in terms which neceſ- 
| farily imported dependency and full ſubordination. But 


my appointment was immediately from the King; and 


my commiſſion, which was by a ſign manual, named me 


| ſuperintendant agent and commander in chief of the 


Moſquito Shore; and I was direCted to correſpond im- 


mediately with his Majeſty's miniſters at home. Nor 
was there one word in my inſtructions about the gover- 
nor of Jamaica, except a direction, that I ſhould tranſmit my 
letters through the channel of that government, and ſome 
private inſtructions about my falary. But though this 


was my firſt ſenſe of my appointment; yet I acted with 
the utmoſt reſpect and deference towards the governor. 
of Jamaica, and was very cautious of unneceſſarily obtrud- 
ing any claim of independence; and afterwards When 
the diſcuſhon of this point became unavoidable, and his | 


Majeſty's ſecretary for the American department ſignified, 
that I was under the controul of the governor of Jamaica, 


and the governor and council were appointed a board of 


examination 
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627 
examination and report, to his Majeſty in reſpect to the 
Moſauito Shore, I ſubmitted myſelf from that time to 
Sir William and his ſucceſſors ſo fully, as not to give 
occaſion for the leaſt complaint againſt me on that head. 
Beſides, how ſtrange is it, that my accuſers ſhould attack 
me for affecting independency of Jamaica, and ſhould re- 


preſent ſuch an independency as pernicious to the Moſ- 


quito Shore ? Many of them muſt be conſcious, that they 


ſigned the before mentioned letter to Lord Chatham in 


1766, which more particularly ſollicits his aſſiſtance to 
obtain the very independence they 1 now 7 oppoſe fo vehe- 
Ry 


SECOND INSTANCE. 
The ſecond inſtance brought to prove my having ated 


28 independent legiſlator and governor is expreſſed, by charg- | 
ing me, With aſſuming the department office and Juriſe 


ce diction of the governor of Jamaica, as ordinary, in 
« granting, ſome time after his arrival on the ſaid Moſ- 


«« quito Shore, letters of adminiſtration of the eſtate of 


ec Mr. Edward Edge deceaſed, to Mr. Philip Bode his bro- 
< ther-in-law ;_ and afterwards iſſuing a dedimus to Meſ- 
« fieurs Bryan, M'Daniel, and Charles Wetherall, re- 


9 qunng ea to o inventory and appraiſe the ſaid eſtate.” | 


AN 8 w ER. 
COR being poſſeſſed of the papers relative to this com- 


plaint, I cannot give it ſo particular an anſwer as I could 
with. That I did not aſſume the character of ordinary 
and grant letters of adminiſtration, I am well convinced. 
But I do ſuppoſe, that in this caſe, as well as in others of 
3 ſimilar kind, I did interpoſe myſelf to preſerve the effects 
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af the deceaſed, till there was a perſon duly authorized 
by the proper ordinary to adminiſter them. I have in my 
poſſeſſion the copy of a letter, which will explain how I 
acted on ſuch occaſions. It was written in 1773 to Mr. 
John Gallen about the effects of Iſrael Boardman a de- 
ceaſed] perſon, who had neither heir, executor, nor ad- 
minil rator, on the Moſquito Shore. Mr. Gallen had a 
power of attorney from two of the chief creditors of 
Boardman; and had written to me to be furniſhed with 
an authority to take poſſeſſion of Boardman's effects, oſſer- 
ing ſecurities for the ſaithſul execution of the truſt. A 
theſe circumſtances are recited in my letter to him, which 
concludes with requiring him to make an affidavit, and 
to enter into a bond to the King of 250. for his faithful 
behaviour; and, when that ſhould be done, my letter 
authorizes him to act as if be was adminiſtrator, until it 
ſhould be directed otherwiſe ( ( Such was my proceeding 
in reſpect to Mr. Boardman's  effefts on his deceaſe; and 
I do preſume, that my conduct was of the ſame kind in 
the caſe of Mr. Edge's; and notwithſtanding the bad 
Colours, which my accuſers endeavour to give it, lam not 5 
conſcious, that I acted either unjuſtifiably or otherwiſe | 
than with propriety, The neceſſity of ſuch cafes re- 
| quired, that, where there was no repreſentative to act for 
the deceaſed on the ſhore, ſome perſon ſhould interpoſe 
to fave his effects from deſtruction, by intruſting the 
cuſtody of them with a reſponſible perſon ; becauſe, with- 
out ſuch an interpoſition, the effects might be totally 
diſperſed before an adminiſtration could be obtained from 
the proper juriſdiction, [ conceive too, that, from my fitu- 
ation as ſuperintendant and commander in chief of the 


65 See en No. 6. . 
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Shore, I was particularly called upon to take the neceſſary, 
ſteps for this purpoſe. But in ſo doing, I did not go a 
ſtep beyond the neceſſity of the caſe. I did not, as my 


accuſers repreſent, aſſume the juriſdiction of ordinary 


by an actual grant of adminiſtration. On the contrary I 


expreſsly diſtinguiſhed the perſon, to whom I granted 


the cuſtody of the” effects on the Moſquito Shore, 


from an actual adminiſtrator ; my words dircCting him, 
to aft as if he was adminifirator, until it ſhould be direciece 


otherwiſe ; by which it was moſt plainly intimated, both : 


that he was not an adminiſtrator, and that the moment 
there was one, the perſon thus appointed to ſupply the 
place was to be accountable to him for the effects received, 


What renders this charge of my acting as ordinary the 


more extravagant from the mouth of my accuſers is, that 
they ſtate it to have been uſual for thoſe in the commiſ- 


ſion of the peace on the Shore, to have done the very 


thing they object to me; and they blame me for doing, a 


what they otherwiſe would have done, which implies, 


that in them the action would have been proper and 
commendable. Thus my accuſers applaud others for 
exerting that authority, which they ſtate as criminal | 
_ uſurpation in me; though certainly if ſuch an inter- 
ference could deſerve ſo harſh a conſtruction, it is not 
more applicable to me, than the Magiſtrates ; both acting | 
without any expreſs authority, and both being to be juſ- 


tified by the ſame neceſſity. Thus too my accuſers re- 
cede from the original charge, which was for encroaching 


on the juriſdiction of the Governor of Jamaica as ordinary, 


but is at length changed into a charge for uſurping o on 
uſurpers. 1 


THIRD 
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THIRD INSTANCE. 


The third inſtance of my aCting as independent legif- 
lator and governor is thus expreſſed. 
* By convening a general congreſs or aſſembly of the , 
& colony at his houſe in Auguſt 1769, and there in his 
« ſpeeches to them leſſening and degrading the authority 
* of the governor of Jamaica over the colony; inſinuating 
e that he himſelf was the channel then opened to the 
« throne; and that there was not, nor could be any other 
4. way, in which the King would hear from them; that 
© no publick buſineſs ought to be concerted but with his 
e knowledge, and that a contrary behaviour was not only 
& ſetting light by and throwing a flur on the honour his 
ce Majeſty in his wiſdom had been pleaſed to confer on 
« him, but was even flying in the face of Majeſty | itſelf ; 
| « that the ſettlement as little depended on the governor | 
« of Jamaica, as it did on the governor of Virginia, in 
« proof of which he mentioned his refuſing a citation 
„ when in that iſland to appear before the council, 
“ and that the ſaid colony could of themſelves erect a 
« fort, and the contingent money might be applied to 
chat uſe,” Oe, 


ANSWER. 


In this third inſtance as in the firſt my accuſers forget 
che eſſential and eternal diſtinction between words and 
| duds. The charge, it is adduced to fix upon me, is, that 
1 afually aſſumed the powers of an independent governor, 
But the inſtance here alledged ſimply ſtates, that by 
ſpeeches and inſinuations I claimed ſuch powers. Excluſively 
too of the inapplicability of the inſtance to the charge, 


bre! it Is rather a noveity to attempt eſtabliſhing a charge 
of 
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3 
of publick cn; by mere converſations unfollowed by 
any act. 75 
But waiving chis, I will conſider the material parts of 
the allegation diſtinctly. 
That I convened a general aſſembly of the colony in 


| Auguſt 1769, is very true; and the occaſion, I truſt, of 
my doing ſo, was a ſufficient warrant, I was informed, 
that the colony meditated to repreſent their wants to the 
_ crown; and that ſome of the inhabitants were diſpoſed to 
_ do this through the medium of the governor of Jamaica, 
without any conſultation or participation with me. When 
I confidered my appointment as ſuperintendant and com- 
mander in chief of the ſettlement, and that my inſtructions = 
_ enjoined me to tranſmit to his Majeſty's miniſters every 
particular of uſeful information, relating to the internal 
ſtate of the ſettlement, I thought, that it became me to £2 
make it known to the ſettlement, how very ſollicitous I 
was to concur with them in all proper meaſures for the 
relief of the colony, and how conformable it would be to : 
his Majeſty's intentions to tranſmit their repreſentations 
of the ſtate of it through me. Had I omitted to come 
to this explanation, and the propoſed repreſentation __ 
ol the ſtate of the colony had been made without my 
having any ſhare in the meaſure, it would not only have 


had a tendency to throw a ſlur upon my appointment z but 


would alſo have impreſſed an idea, that I was indifferent 
” about the welfare of the ſettlement, which by my inſtruc- 
tions I was expreſsly told was intru/ted to my care, and 
conſequently that I was inattentive to the duties of my 
office. Beſides it was become the more neceſſary, to 
guard againſt theſe conſequences ; becauſe at this time I 
had diſcovered ſome ſecret attempts to bring me and 


my 
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my appointment into diſcredit, and that Captain Laws 


rie had particularly been the cauſe of a letter, from ſome of 
the colony to the governor of Jamaica, moſt apparently 
with that view. | 


As to the ſpeeches imputed to me, bertel) for me 


the only regular ſpeech J addreſſed to the inhabitants aſ- | 
| ſembled is ſtill extant, having been committed to paper 
before I delivered it; a copy of it in the hand-writing of 
my then ſecretary the reverend Mr. Warren being now 
in wy poſſeffion. In this ſpeech your Lordſhips will not 
find one word derogatory from the authority of the gover- 
nor of Jamaica, or diſreſpeAful to bim; for he is not 
even mentioned in it: and the amount of what ir contains 
concerning myſelf is only, that, from my office and i Ins | 
ſtructions, I was the proper channel for conveying the re- 
' preſentations of the colony to the crown ; that there would 
be an impropriety in reſorting to any other; and that I was 
ready to give them all the aſſiſtance in 22 7 e on che 


: occaſion (n). 


What converſation enſued on this my only ſpeech I can» 


not undertake to ſtate to your Lordſhips ; as the notes 
taken of it by my ſecretary in ſhort-hand were, with many 
other papers, loſt when I was ſhip-wrecked in 1476 ; and 
it is impoſſible at this great diſtance of time to charge my 
memory with the particulars. But thus much I may ven- 
ture to aſſure your Lordſhips, that all the indecent ex- 
preſſions imputed to me in the State of Facts are a groſs . 
1 miſrepreſentation ; particularly where I am made to an- 
ſwer my late father- in- law, the venerable and ever to be 
regretted Mr. Pitt, with ſo much diſteſpect of himſelf, 
and ſuch deriſion of the governor of BER: | L1coſt * 


0 See e 15. 


that 


5 


that your Lordſhips will on many accounts be ſlow in 


giving credit to the three affidavits, on the authority of 
which ſuch unbecoming language is attributed to me. 
Two of the three affidavits referred to came from perſons, 


who are of the number of the moſt active of my accuſers. 
There is a particularity in the converſation, as exhibited 
in the State of Facts, which, when it is conſidered, that | 
it was not ſworn to till two years after, independent of all 


other circumſtances, render its accuracy very ſuſpicious. 
How unlikely is it, that the exact words of all the parts of 
a converſation in their proper order ſhould be retained at 
: ſuch a diſtance of time ? Yet it is upon the preciſe terms, ; 
that the indecency I am charged with depends. Your 
| Lordſhips will alſo recollect, how much my accuſers ap- 


pear to have miſ- ſtated the only ſpeech from me, of which 


| there remains any note in writing taken at the time. Be- 
ing convicted of miſrepreſentation in this part of the con- 


ference, how can the truth and memories of the ſame per- 


| ſons be ſafely truſted in the other part ? But what moſt 2 


tends to diſcredit the partial and unfaithful evidence of 


| the three witneſſes appealed to, is the reſult of the ſpeech 
and converſations. If! had really expreſſed myſelf in the 
indecent terms imputed to me, it was natural to expect, 
that the aſſembly being diſguſted, as they have ſince ſtated 
they were, with my behaviour, would reject the propoſal 
of making me the channel of their repreſentations to the 


crown, and adhere to their original intention of applying 


to the governour of Jamaica. But on the contrary, they 
were ſo convinced by my reaſoning, that they adopted my 


idea, and renounced their own. | Accordingly a petition 


td the crown was prepared by a committee appointed for 


the purpoſe. It was afterwards lene to me  ligned by the 
— E | y | principal 
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principal inhabitants. Amongſt theſe are to be found 
Mr. Hewm a Mr. Morris, two of the three on whoſe 
affidavits my conduct in this affair is now criminated, and 
alſo moſt of my preſent accuſers, particularly Mr. Hewm 
and Captain Lawrie (o). There is alſo in evidence againtt | 
this branch of the accuſation, a letter to me from the com- 


| mittee for drawing the petition, by which it appears they 
| were ſo pleaſed with my conduct, that, in recommending 
the petition to my care, they compliment me by ſaying, 
| that © no gentleman whatever knows better than myſelf” 


the value and importance of the Moſquito Shore ; and to 


this commendatory letter alſo Mr, Hewm, Captain Law- 
rie, and ſuch other of my preſent accuſers, as were of the 
ne ſubſeribed their names (p). . 


I flatter myſelf, that nothing more is requiſite to repel | 


the calumny contained i in the charge I am now anſwering. 


But there are two or three other circumſtances proper 


to be noticed to your Lordſhips. 


Ihe State of Facts repreſents, that at firſt © 60 J did n not 


« explicitly mention, where the channel lay, w bich was 
then open to the throne ; for I well knew, that every 


40 perſon would perceive it to be ſhut, when the applica- 


tion to be made to the throne lay entirely againſt my- 
* ſelf;“ adding, that it was not till “ afterwards” that F 
«K indirectly diſcovered it in the courſe of the meeting.” 
This amounts to an aſſertion, that i in my firſt ſpeech I did 5 
not name myſelf as the proper channel. It alſo inſinuates, 
that my miſconduct was to be the ſubject, nay the entire 
ſubject of the intended application to the throne. But in 
both theſe points my accuſers, and the three witneſſes, to 
Whoſe affidavits they appeal, are encountered by the clear- 


(e) Appen. No. 26. (o) Appen. No. 28. 


eſt 


8 


eſt proof to falſify them, My written ſpeech to the af 

ſembly demonſtrates, that I began with explicitly repre- 
ſenting myſelf to be the proper channel for their applica- 
tions to the throne. My conduct; their conduct; the pe- 
tition ſigned by them, the letter of the committee ; by 
which the petition was prepared; the whole tranſaction, 


from beginning to end, ſhews, that the application to the 
throne not only did not lay entirely againſt me, but that 
my conduct was ſo entirely foreign to the ſubject of the 


N application, that I was finally deemed the proper perſon to 


tranſmit the application and requeſted to give it my ſup- 


port (q). My accuſers and their witneſſes being thus con- 
victed of a groſs falſification, both of the ſubject of the in- 
tended application to the throne, and of the terms of my 


firſt ſpeech on the occaſion, cannot juſtly claim from your 


- Lordſhips any credit for their memory of the enſuing con- 


verſation, unſuſtained : as it is by any other proof. 
In the State of Facts my accuſers introduce their illuſ- 


tration of the charge I am now conſidering, with the ac- 
count of a difference between Captain Lawrie and me. 
But this being explained will give no additional credit to 


the charge. Captain Lawrie, who had lately quitted his 


reſidence in the Bay of Honduras, and appeared to have 
been ſecretly active in defeating the intended council, had 
written a letter to Governor T relawny* s brother and ſe- 
erktary, in which, meaning to deſcribe me, he writes, 
= ** IV © have a perſon, who calls himſelf our commanding- 
oſucer, though I have ſeen nothing yet that gives him 


*© that right.“ By the fame letter Captain Lawrie, im his 


own name, and hat of the principal inhabitants of the 
Shore, conſults the governor's. brother on the propriety 


(2 App. No. 27. we : 
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of addrefling the governor on the ſituation of the ſettle- 


ment (r). This letter certainly ſeemed to convey a ſuſpi- 
cion, that imported that I bad not ſuch an appointment 


from the King, as I had repreſented, and conſequently 


that I was impoſing on the ſettlement, When I came to 
the knowledge of the letter, whieh happened whilſt I was 
at Jamaica, I could not believe that the principal inbabi- 


tants authorized Captain Lawrie to write of me in this 
unjuſt manner; and on that account I had ſaid, that they 5 
did not know of the letter, by which I meant, not that 
they did not know of Captain Lawrie's writing about the 
ſettlements connection with Jamaica, but merely that the 


letter, in which J was ſo treated, was not known to them, 


before it was ſent. Conceiving alſo, that this letter of 
Captain Lawrie was very inconſiſtent with that appear- 
ance of amity between us, which exiſted at the time, 
I appealed to Captain Fitzherbert and Mr. Cow, two com- 


mon friends, and the only perſons at Jamaica who were 


on the Moſquito Shore when Captain Lawrie- and I 

were laſt there, for their teſtimony of his ſeemingly 
friendly behaviour to me; and both of the gentlemen. 
Wrote me letters expreſhve of their ſurprize at Captain - 
Lawrie's ſiniſter conduct. On my return to the Shore, - 
J wrote to Captain Lawrie himſelf, alking bim” as a man 


of honour, Whether the idea, his leiter ſeemed to convey 
of me, was conſonant to what he intended, when he 


: wrote (5). He wrote to me, in his anſwer, which is in the 5 


ſecretary of ſtate's office, © I did not mean by that para- 


graph to convey an idea hurtſul to your character, as 


4 
** 2 gentleman, and own the expreſſion might have been 


5 65 Put in words more delicate,” On my pate a ant 


* App. No. 13. 0 App. No. 14. 


Was 


me. 


(37) 
was afterwards written to Captain Lawrie, acknowledging 
that he was deſired to write to Jamaica on the ſubject 
of the independency of the Shore; though I ſtill inſiſted 
on the fact, that nobody had ſcen the letter except Mr. 
George Hewm (f). Captain Lawrie in his anſwer to this 
laſt letter declared to me, that ** the letter from the publick 


which he had been the promoter of, ſhould be heard of 


ce no more (u).“ Here our correſpondence on this affair 


terminated; and from the direct conceſſion on his ſide and 


the concilatory letter on mine, I underſtood, that the jar- 
ring in the ſettlement was to be buried in oblivion ; more 
eſpecially as the words of his laſt letter plainly contained 
an expreſs promiſe on his part to that effect. But re- 


gardleſs of his engagement, in breach of the promiſe 
thus made that the publick letter to Governor Trelawny 
ſhould be heard of no more, Captain Lawrie thinks fit 

to be firſt in ſubſcribing his name to papers, which per- 
vert this very affair into an article of accuſation againſt 


I have only one other remark to ſubmit to your Lord- 


| ſhips on the charge in queſtion; which is, that, though 
if it was well founded, the indecency of language im- 


puted to me principally affected Sir William Trelawny 


as Governor of Jamaica, it did not ever operate on him 


ſo as to draw from him any cenſure of me. On the con- 


trary, the anſwer he gave, after inveſtigating all the accuſa- 
tions of me, contained as I ſhall ſoon ſhew a fevere re- 
prebenſion of my accuſers, | 


0 See „ee No. I 5. ü (u) App. No. 16. — 


FOURTH 


4 
FOURTH INSTANCE. 


The fourth inſtance of my acting as independent legiſ- 
Jator and governor is thus alledged againſt me, 
e By aſſuming in his proclamation of the 5th of April 
6 1770 a ſovere'gn and deſpotick authority over all the 
% lands and poſſeſſions of the Indians on the Moſquito 8 
Shore; ordering all titles and pietenſions to ſuch lands 
to be regiſtered, that the validity of their claims might 
be examined, declaring the neglect of this requiſition a 
forfeiture, and that no future gifts or grants ſhould be 
4e valid without this ratification. All this Gone of him- 
« ſelf. No complaint exiſting from the Indian king and 
* chiefs. No conſultation with the colony. No direc- 


E 


« 


ee tion from the governor of Jamaica. No command 
from the King or his miniſters here. The whole 


« done by the ſole and imperial pleaſure of the elk 5 4 


ce — ſovereign, this e 8 


ANSWER. 


The charge, thus uſhered in with ſo much dechmatory 
| pomp, is an uncandid treatment of the proclamation or no- 
| tification referred to. Neither in point of intention nor in 
fact, was it an aſſumption of ſovereign and deſpotick autho- 
Tity over the lands of the Indians. Its preamble explained the | 
intention to be to prevent as much as poſſible the diſputes and 
matters of diſcuſſion, which are likely to ariſe concerning tracts 
of lands ſaid to be purchaſed from or given or granted by the. 
| Moſquito Indians. But this my acc uſers omit; and as it 
{ſhould ſeem, becauſe it would have ſhewn, that the object 
of the proclamation was to ſave for the Indians their poſ- 
ſeſions, by preventing their being involved in controver- 
ſies about pretended giſts to Britiſh ſetilers. The regula- 

tion, 
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tion, founded on this intention, e exaCtly FR, TWP to the 


 ſpicit of it. To inforce notoriety of paſt bargains, and ſo 


to furniſh the means of detecting any impoſition which had 
been already practiſed on the Indians, it was required, 
that the claimants of any tracts of Indian land ſhould 
regiſter their titles within a limited time, with a decla- 
ration, that on failure they ſhould not have benefit from 
ſuch grants. To guard againſt future ill practices on 
the Indians, it was declared, that no future Indian 


grants ſhould be valid without the e of the Th 
perintendant (w). 


The immediate Seen of che notification was a grow- 
ing evil of great importance. In my intercourſe with the 
Moſquito Indians, during a progreſs|l made over the coun- 
try a little before iſſuing the proclamation, ſome of them 
complained to me of being cheated out of their country; 


and there was great appearance of alarm and diſcontent 
amongſt them. Information alſo reached me, that ſome 
of the ſettlement had ſecretly bargained or at leaſt were 


treating with a part of the Indians for large tracts of 
country; and had ſuch bargains been ſuffered to proceed 
unmoleſted, I foreſaw, thatthey would alienate theaffeQtions' 


of the Indians from us, and that the greateſt part of the 
Moſquito country would become a prey to the rapacity 


of a few individuals; not only to the prejudice of theſe 
already ſettled on the Shore, but alſo to the diſcouragement 


of future comers, and to the vexatious obſtruction of any 
plan of ſettling this important country, which might be 
in the contemplation of his Majeſty and his miniſters. 


Under theſe circumſtances I deemed it abſolutely requiſite 
to take ſome immediate ſtep, both to convince the Indians 
(w) See Appendix, No. 31. 7 
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640 
of my diſpoſition to ſecure them againſt impoſitions, and 
| uct the progreſs of the anti-colonizing evil I have 
deſcribed. The occaſion required an inſtantaneous re- 
medy of ſome ſort; and as I was ſuperintendant and com- 


mander in chief of the Shore, and my inſtructions par- 
- ticularly required me to cultivate a ſtrict union and 


friendſhip with the Indians, I conceived, that I was called 


upon to interpoſe my authority in ſome way or other. 
Accordingly I riſqued the notification now charged upon 
me as a crime; and certainly at leaſt it came out at a 


very ſeaſonable moment. Soon after eight of the Britiſh 


| ſettlers, all but one of whom are of the number of my ac- 
cuſers, avowed, what | had before too much reaſon to 
ſuſpect, that they had obtained grants from the Indians 
of above ſive hundred thouſand acres a piece. Theſe enormous 
grants were the more alarming ; becauſe they included 
above three quarters of all the habitations ſettlements and 
plantations ever made on the Moſquito Shore (x). But there 
was another grant ſet up of a ſtill more extravagant 
kind; one man only pretending to claim as my accuſers 
partly allow, though they ſay it was only in joke, by a 
grant from ſome of the Indians, a territory of the extent 
of fifty leagues or one hundred and fifty miles ſquare. In 
the former of theſe grants I was invited to become a part 
proprietor. But I rejected the offer, and remonſtrated 
| ſtrongly againſt the proceedings; both of which appear by 
my correſpondence on the ſubject, with Captain Lawrie 
and three others, who were concerned in the bargain (y). 
. Had I accepted of their propoſal and acquieſced in the 
project of monopolizing the country, moſt probably they 
would have never thought of renewing their accuſa- 


(x) See App. No, 57. 1 5 0 App. No. 57. 
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tions of me. Their letter to me on the occaſion in effect 


held out a tender of being thoroughly united with me, if I 
| would deviate from my oppoſition to their project (z). 


From this explanation, I hope, that your Lordſhips will 
ſee the integrity of my intentions in ifſuing the notifica- 


tion fo violently affailed, and that the occaſion was parti- 
cularly urgent. TI truſt too, that the meaſure, I adopted, 


being viewed as it really was meant, in the light of a 


temporary expedient to check the miſchieſs, againſt which 
it was aimed, by alarming thoſe concerned, till a more 
efficacious and more autho1itative remedy could BE ap- 


plied, will not be thought altogether ill calculated. 
The only queſtion then, between my accuſers and me 
on this part of their charge, is, whether my notification 


was ſtrictly legal and ſuch as I had a right to enforce. 
But that is a point, which, adviſed as I now am, I cer- 


tainly will not conteſt ; ; though I muſt ſtill beg leave to 


doubt the validity of ſuch purchaſes without ſome con- 
ſirmation by the crown, to which the Indians had before 


ceded the whole country by an act now in my poſſeſſion. 


When I iſſued the notiſication, I had no legal aſſiſtance to 

deſine the extent of my authority as ſuperintendant and 
commander in chief; and I thought it my duty to run 
ſome hazard for the ſake of the ſettlement entruſted to 


my carez more eſpecially as I was acting, where the Y 


che ſyſtem of government was ſo imperſect, that ſcarce 


() App. No. 56. It is worthy of obſervation, that this letter 
from Captain Lawrie and the three other ſigners of it denies the 
riglit of thecrown to the Moſquito country, and allo impliedly charges 
the crown with net having protected it. The words are, „“the 
«* ceding of this country to Britain was never accepted of ; or 
4 if Britain had accepted, we ſhould have beer protected a8 
Britons long ere now.“ = 


X any 


3 


any thing could be done with an exact conformity to the 


ſtrict rules of law. At the time it appeared ſufficient 


for me, that the meaſure might effect a preſent good, 
without a poſſibility of injuring any perſon. Iſſuing the 


notification was ſuch an attention to the Indians, and 


proved ſuch a deſire of guarding them from impoſitions, 


that I was ſure of its being pleaſing to them; and 


though it required more than I could enforce, yet it pro- 
miſed at leaſt to be ſome ſort of check to the rapacious 
ſpirit of engroſſing the Moſquito country by colourable 
grants from the Indians. If too the ſettlement ſhould re- 


fuſe to acquieſce i in the regulation, I knew, that I was not 


bound to attempt compulſion; and that, ſo long as J ab- 


ſtained from it, my proclamation, by being unoperative _ 
and inefficient, was. at leaſt harmleſs to thoſe to > whom it 


was addreſſed. 


On the one hand therefore, I concede to my adverſaries, | 
that the notification required more than I was authorized 
to compel a ſubmiſſion to. But on the other hand, 1 


flatter myfelf, that your Lordſhips will not only ex- 


culpate me from every degree of criminal intention in 


iſſuing the notification ; but will even pronounce me to 
have acted from ſuch laudable motives, and under fuch 
_ circumſtances, as ſufficiently excuſe me for an error as 


to the extent of my authority, or rather my hazarding to 


claim an exceſs of it, in a manner ſo incapable of pro- 


ducing a real injuiry to any one individual, and at the 
fame time ſo likely to conduce to the = a advantage 


: of the TIO ſettlement. 
FIFTH INSTANCE. 


The fifth inſtance of my aQting as independent legiſ- : 


- Jator and gorernor, is deſcribed to have been, 


am; 
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(49 -) 
% By attempting, on the 25th of September 1770, to 
* intimidate the magiſtrates, who were regularly and 


© legally appointed under the governor of Jamaica's com- 


© miſſion, from acting in their proper functions of 
*. juſtices of the peace at the quarter ſeſſion held on the 
&« Moſquito Shore; and in the King's name forbidding 
« juſtice Hewlett to fit with them on the bench“ 


ANSWE R. 
The firſt part of this charge is general; but by the 
latter part the imputed crime is CPs to relate to 


| Jour Hewlett ſingly. 


In the State of Facts the proofs - are a letter from me 


addreſſed to Captain Lawrie, and a reference to an affidavit | 5 
| of Mr. Morris to prove, that my father-in-law the late 

; Mr: Pitt read this letter to the colony at large; and that 
on his putting the queſtion, it was unanimouſly deter- 


mined, that Captain Lawrie ſhould fit as a juſtice. 
There is a ſtrange want of conneCtion between this 


charge and the proofs adduced to ſuſtain it. The charge 


is that I prohibited juſtice Hewlett from fitting on the 
bench: according to the proof, Captain Lawrie was 


the perſon prohibited. My adverſaries having been made 


ſenſible of this inapplication of the proof to the charge, 
have ſince ſaid, that its immaterial, whether juſtice Hew- 
lett or Captain Lawrie was the perſon. But if my an- 


ſwer to the charge be well founded, it will not be eaſy to 
tate a more eſſential difference, than what ariſes from ſub- 


ſtituting juſtice Hewlett for Captain Lawrie. I did not 


entertain a doubt of Mr. Hewlett's right to ſit as a juſticez _ 
and therefore if it could be proved, which is impoſſible, 
that I endeavoured to deter him from acting as ſuch, [ 


certainly was culpable. But I conceived, that Captain 
E23: Lawrie 


4-44 +: 

Lawrie was not authorized to fit as a juſtice on the ocea- 
fon alluded to; and if my objeCtion to his fitting was 
well founded, which I hope to convince your Lordſhips 
it was, then it was not only innocent in me, to diſcourage 
him from acting, but my duty required ſuch a conduct 
from me. —Again if Mr, Hewlett is the perſon to whom 
the charge relates, as the charge itſelf imports, the evidence 
referred to is not ſimply inſufficient, but perfectly foreign 
to the charge. On the other hand, if the charge is made 
-, 0 relate to Captain Lawric, inadequate as I ſhall ſhew 
the evidence to be, yet ſuch-as it is, it really applies. | 

> Captain Lawrie, therefore, being the perſon, to whom I. 
am to look in anſwering this charge, I ſay, that the evi- 
dence reſerred to by my accuſers is not ſufficient to 


ground the charge upon; and that, if the real ſtate of the 


caſe was brought ſorward, it would appear, chat 7 8 con- 5 
duct was juſtifiable and neceſſary. 5 
The criminality imputed to me depends wholly on 
dhe ſuppoſition, that Captain Lawrie had an authority to 
acc as a juſtice at the time ſtated, in conjunction with 
thoſe, with whom I prohibited him to act. But what is 
the proper proof of ſuch an authority? Muſt it not be 
evidence, either of his being named in the fame commil- 
ſion with thoſe he acted with, or of his being aſſociated : 
to them by a writ for that purpoſe? Unleſs one or the 
other of theſe facts can be proved, it is morally impoſſible, 
that he could be authorized to ſit as a juſtice with thoſe, = 
whom 1 prohibited him to fit with. But ſo far are my 
accuſers from proving either, that they do not alledye, 
which of them they would have believed. All they 
: alledged at firſt Was, that the queſtion was put to the | 
: colony, whether it was agreeable that Captain Lawrie - 
5 mould ſit, and that the colony determined in the aſſirma- 


ive! 
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tive; as if its being agreeable was of itſelf enough to prove 


his right. Since my accuſers have mended their caſe, 
by aſſerting that Captain Lawrie had a ſpecial commiſſion 


10 himſelf. But the date is not mentioned; nor do they 


offer the leaſt proof of this commiſſion, or explain how it 


could juſtify him in ſitting with juſtices aCting, as the 


others did act, under a different commiſſion of the peace. 


In the preſent ſtate of the proofs, this might ſuffice as 
an anſwer. But I wiſh to be explicit, and to lay before 
your Lordſhips all that | recolleCt of the circumſtances, 
out of which this charge has grown; having every reaſon 


to think, that I was well juſtified in objecting to Captain 


Lawrie s ſitting with Mr. Pitt and the other juſtices. 
On my arrival on the Moſquito Shore in 1768, I found 
the magiſtrates acting under a commiſſion of the peace 
from a late governor of Jamaica. When they had read 
my inſtructions, and ſaw by them, that the ſettlement was 
intruſted to my care, they declined, or at leaſt heſitated N 
about continuing to act. But I wiſhed to encourage them 
in ſo doing, and therefore iſſued a proclamation to con- 
firm them in the exerciſe of their functions (a); and with 

a reference to this acknowledgment of their authority, 
they afterwards held their quarter-ſeſſions, in proof of 
which I have to produce their original precepts to con- 


flables for ſeveral ſeflions. The magiſtrates continued to 


act under the ſame commiſſion of the peace in the year 
1770 (65). But on my return from my tour, to appeaſe 
the commotions raiſed by the improper intercourſe of the 

governor of Cartago with ſome of the Moſquito Indians, 
1 found that Captain Lawrie had been ſitting in judg- 


ment with the juſtices who were included in this commiſ- 


fon (e). This ſurpriſed me, becauſe the commiſſion did 


(a) App. No, 7. (5) App. No. 29. 38. (cc) App. No. 30. 
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not name him ; and though I had a little before received a 
letter from the ſecretary of Governor "Trelawny, expreſſ- 
ing, that the latter had put Mr. Jones and Captain Law- 
rie into another commiſſion of the peace, yet no ſuch com- 


miſſion had been recorded, nor had I feen it, and the let - 


ter of Sir William Trelawny's ſecretary deſcribed it to be, 
not a writ or commiſſion of aſſociation, but a diſtin com- 


0 miſſion. Before another ſeſſion was held, 1 enquired of 
Captain Lawrie, what was the authority on which he had 


fat with the other magiſtrates; on which be ſhewed me ; 


a commiſſion without @ ſeal, which when J caſt my eyes 


over it, appeared to me to appoint Mr. Jones and Captain 


| Lawrie juſtices, and, to the beſt of my recolleCtion, ſo far 
from aſſociating them with thoſe in the old commiſſion, 
To virtually to revoke the latter. It immediately occurred to 
me, that if this new commiſſion ſhould have effect, it 
might be attended with very pernicious conſequences, no 
- | _ than entirely ſuſpending the adminiſtration of juſtice. 


Mr. Jones was then returned to his reſidence in Jamaica; 
and therefore as under the new commiſſion, Captain Law- 


rie was the only perſon remaining to act under it, and a 

ſingle magiſtrate could not hold a court, it became impoſ- 
ſible to have one except by continuing to make ule of the | 
5 old commiſſion. 5 


In this ſtate of things i it was hin; that both avant 
ſions could not be in force; and therefore the point be- 


came whether I ought to encourage acting under the old 


or the new commiſſion. But I eaſily formed my opinion. 


The new commiſſion was informal for want of a ſeal; 
| and if this informality could have been diſpenſed with, 
and the commiſſion had been allowed to be in force, the 
abſence of Mr. Jones would have made it impoſſible to 


have 
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have held a court under it. The old commiſſion was not 


liable to either objection. I therefore adviſed the magi- 


ſtrates to act under it; and if I was right in this, it follow- 
ed of courſe, that I was juſtified in prohibiting Captain 
Lawrie from ſitting with them, the commiſſion he claim- 


ed under, if it had any force, ſeeming t to * the au- 


thority under the old commiſſion. | | 
My accuſers are very unlucky, when they introduce 


that excellent man the late Mr. Pitt fitting as chief ma- 


giſtrate on the 25th of September 1770, and putting the 
' queſtion, whether Captain Lawrie ſhould fit. If it had 
been really fact, it would not prove either Captain Law- 
rie's authority or my criminality in denying it; and there- 
fore it is not eſſential to my defence to controvert the aſſer- | 
tion. But I have a ſhort letter from the leader of my ac- a 
cuſers, from Captain Lawrie himſelf, dated the ſame 2 5th 
of September, i in which he tells me, that Mr. Pitt would = 
not ſit at the court, and by that very circumſtance apolo- 
_ gizes ſor his own ſitting 3 for the reaſon he gives is the 
_ neceſſity of the caſe, and that otherwiſe, 4 ep would be 
put to the courſe of juſtice (d), by which I preſume he | 
meant, that without him there would not be two, leſs than 
which number were inſufficient to form a court, Are 
your Lordſhips to believe this letter of Captain Lawrie 
written at the time to excuſe his own irregularity, or the 
affidavit in contradiction of the letter now offered by the 
| fame Captain Lawrie and his aſſociates to criminate me? 
If the letter is deemed the more genuine and authoritative 
evidence, then your Lordſhips muſt treat the affidavit as a 
falſhood in its principal circumſtances ; for according to 
: Captain Lawrie's witneſs, ſwearing long after the tranſ- 5 
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action, Mr. Pitt was preſent at the meeting, preſided at 


it, put the queſtion for Captain Lawrie's fitting, and 
throughout was a molt active partizan for Captain Lawrie. 
But according to Captain Lawrie's letter written at the 


time, Mr. Pitt would not fit at this ſame meeting, and that 


was the ground of apology for Captain Lawrie's ſitting. 
But Captain Lawrie's letter more than contradicts the 


affidavit of his witneſs ; for it makes Captain Lawrie con- 


tradict himſelf. It proves, that at the time he took upon 


him to act contrary to my prohibition guarding him againſt 
it, he ſo doubted the very authority, to which he noẽ-w 
makes it a crime in me to have objected, as to addrefs me 


with an apology for his raſhnels. 


"Arran: theſe five articles to prove my aftiog as . 


pendent legiflator and governor, the memorial of November 


1773 proceeds to the ſecond branch of their firſt general 
charge, namely, my illegally aſſuming to be a juſtice of 
the peace and chief magiſtrate. To fix upon me the ille- 
gal aſſumption of theſe two latter characters, my accuſers 


alledge four inſtances againſt me. 


FIRST INST ANCE. 


The firſt inſtance is fala to be, By iii in the 


« faid year 1768 the function and office of a juſtice of 


peace, without any right or authority for fo doing, and 
* taking an affidavit in a cauſe wherein Mr. William 


10 Reid was Plaintiff,” ne 
ANS W E R. 


T 5 State of Facts alledges the cauſe to have been an 
action of debt before the court of quarter- ſeſſions held at 
Black River and that, on the defendant's having propoſed 


an 


re 
1 of 


(9) 
an affidavit ſworn before me, it was thrown out as an 11- 
legal affidavit, on the ground of my not being in any com- 
miſſion of the peace, or having any other legal ſource of 
authority ; and the affidavit of Mr. Reid the plaintiff in 


the cauſe is referred to as the evidence of this fact. 


Here your Lordſhips will obſerve, that the criminality 


imputed to me conſiſts entirely in my taking an affidavit 
without authority. There is not a word of my having 
any intereſt in the cauſe, or my being influenced by any . 
favour or partiality for either of the parties. 


As to the fact, I believe, that I did adminiſter an aſi 


davit in ſome affair in which Mr. Reid was afterwards 
concerned. But I am ſure, that there was not any cauſe 


then depending. However for the preſent I will take for 
granted, that there was a cauſe; and notwithſtanding that 


circumſtance, I will ſubmit to your Lordſhips, that my | 
taking the aflidavit is not in any reſpect a tit ground for 


any criminal charge againſt me, 8 
When I arrived on the Shore it was the practice with . 


| all the juſtices, to take aſſidavits in almoſt all caſes, in | 


which they were applied to for the purpoſe of proving any 
fact, whether it related to a cauſe or not. It was alſo 


their practice at their quarter-ſeſſions to take cognizance 
of civil ſuits, and where witneſſes could not attend per- | 
ſonally to receive aſſidavits in evidence, 


F inding this mode of taking affidavits eſtabliſhed, 1 


did not always refuſe adminiſtering an oath to thoſe, 
who thought fit to apply to me; though I made it a rule 
to decline it, if there was a juſtice in the way, and alſo 
endeavoured to diſcourage the frequency of oaths to the 


utmoſt of my power. At the time of thus adminiſtering 


ons, I really conceived, and till very lately continued 


G 8 to 
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to think, that it was competent to me to adminiſter an 
oath ex officio; and it ſhould ſeem, that ſome of my ac- 
cuſers at leaſt have been of the ſame opinion, for ſeveral 
of them availed themſelves of the authority they now com- 
plain of me for exerciſing, particularly Captain Lawrie, 


who, as I well remember, ſwore before me for his half- 


pay. But on my conſulting with my counſel, I am now in- 
formed, that neither the juſtices on the Shore or myſelf 
had the leaſt authority to adminiſter ſuch voluntary oaths. 
However I cannot conſider myſelf as criminal for ſuch an 
_ erroneous exertion of authority, in a ſettlement almoſt 
without any fixed government, like the Moſquito Shore, 


any more than the numerous reſpectable magiſtrates, who 


even in Great Britain daily adminiſter voluntary oaths to 
accommodate ſuch as for various purpoſes chooſe to reſort 
to the ſolemnity of an affidavit. At leaſt I have a right 
to expect, that my accuſers ſhould be ſilent on this ſub- 
ject. I certainly was not more deficient in authority to 
take affidavits, than the juſtices of the peace on the Shore; 
and there is net one of my accuſers of that deſcription, 


who has not aſſumed to himſelf the ſame power, as they 


complain of in me. Nay their irregular aſſumption of 


authority is of a much more ſerious nature. Simply ad- 


- miniſtering an oath without authority, which is the full 
extent of the crime charged upon me, is at the worſt an 
inoperative exceſs, ſcarce capable of producing any poſi- 


tive ſubſtantial injury to any perſon. But beſides taking 


affidavits without authority, exerciſing a civil juriſdic- 
tion with only a commiſſion for a criminal one, and 
trying cauſes by alſidavits, nay generally by the affidavits 


of the parties to the ſuit, all of which is chargeable upon 
_ pery one of my accuſers, who has ever acted as a juſtiee 
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bn the Shore, are indeed very efficient and active irregu« 
larities; the exerciſe of an uſurped juriſdiction neceſſa- 


rily operating both on the perſons and property of the 


King's ſubjects, and ſuch a mode of exerciſing any juriſ- 
diction militating not only with the law of England but 
with the N of natural Juſtice, 


8E CON DU INSTANCE. 


The ſecond inſtance of my aſſuming to be jullice of the 
peace and chief magiſtrate is thus worded, — 
« By adminiſterivg another affidavit ſome time after 


ec his arrival on the ſaid Shore, in a matter wherein Mr. 
John Chriſtopher of Muſkee Creek, his mercantile 
agent and factor was concerned ; and on the faid afſi- 
4 davit's being rejected in the court by the jury, he 
© writes to the ſaid Mr. Chriſtopher in January, 1769, in 


« theſe terms, J will take all the care I can, that your in- 


. tereſt ſhall not ſuffer, and as to the jury's not allowing the | 


e affidavit to be good, they muſt either alter their opinion or | 


cc there ſhall be no jury, ſo that unleſs Robert Hodgſon 
* efquire was acknowledged to be a magiſtrate without 
©; 6 having any legal title thereto, the order of juſtice was | 
: 4 to be annihilated, and the ſettlement nn into | 
* anarchy and confuſion.” 


In the State of Facts there i is a ROT extract from the 


5 letter thus criminated, and Mr. Chriſtopher's alhdavit i Mp 


the evidence e to ſor proof of 1 it. 


ANSWER. 


| Whether I ever wrote or ſent a letter to Mr. Chriſto- 
or ſo expreſſed, I will not aver; but 1 really do not 
believe it. I do indeed remember writing, ſomething 
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ö 
about a Moſquito Shore j jury, in anſwer to a detail he had 


written to me of their denying my authority to take an 
affidavit; and at that time not doubting my own authority 


in this reſpe& any more than that of the magiſtrates on 


Shore, it 1s probable, that I might uſe ſome haſty ex- 
preſſion about the jury, But whatever it was, I am ſure, 
that I meant to ſay no more, than that if the magiſtrates 


| who declared, that they held their courts under my au- 
thority, would not recognize my authority to take affi- 
davits, I would not recognize their authority. Even 
writing ſo much might be imprudent. But I truſt, that 


your Lordſhips will require an actual production of the 


letter, as the only proper evidence. It is a rule of evi- 
dence founded on juſtice and propriety to require in every 5 
caſe the beſt evidence; and certainly there is not any caſe 


more within the reaſon of the rule, than that of a letter. 


5 Without the letter itſelf, it would not only be accepting : 


the worſt evidence, when the beſt might be had ; but 


would alfo deprive both your Lordſhips and me of all op- 
portunity of detecting any ill practice to my prejudice, 
ſuch as a forgery of the whole letter or a falſification of 


part; and would be attended with this farther injuſtice 


to me, that, whatever ſavourable conſtruction of the words 


quoted might ariſe from paſſages not quoted, though the 
whole taken together might convey quite a different ſenſe 
from what the quoted words fingly will bear, yet for 


want of the letter itſelf, I ſhould be deprived of the means 


of difproving unjult inferences, 


Therefore I call upon my accuſers to produce the let- 
ter itſelf, from which they extract the paſſages complained 
of; and I humbly ſubmit to your Lordſhips, that, till it 
is produced, the charge founded upon it is a mere aſſer- 


tion unſuſtained by any competent or admiſſible evidence. 
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But ſhould it be in the power of my accuſers to pro- 
duce any writing, with ſuch a paſſage as they cite, and 
without any others to deſtroy, or qualify the ill ſenſe, 
which the words ſeem to bear, ſhould this finally happen 


to be the caſe, which I do not believe that it will, then 
I ſhall be ready to acknowledge, that the language of the 
letter was improper. At the ſame time your Lordſhips 
would not forget, that according to the ſtate of my ac- 


accuſers, I was writing a private and confidential letter; 


and I appeal to the honorable feelings of your Lordſhips, 

whether it would not be a very harſh and unuſual mea- 

ſure, to convert the haſty and idle expreſſions of a writ- 

ing ſo deſcribed, without ay 288 more, into a a publick 
crime. 


THIRD INSTANCE. 


My deen expreſs cheir third inſtance of my legally 1 
acting as juſtice of the peace and chief N in the — 
words following. 5 
By calling together on the 28th of ſaid Anh 1769, 
at the houſe of William Pitt, Eſquire, ſeveral juſtices of 
« the peace; by declaring himſelf to be chairman of that 

40 meeting, in direct violation of the right of his father- 

« in-law the ſaid Mr. Pitt, who was then preſent, and 
c as cuſtos rotulorum was at the head of the magiſtracy 


« on the Shore; by exhibiting to the ſaid William Pitt, 


« Eſquire, and Daniel Hewlett, Eſquire, a warrant ſigned 

by himſelf as a juſtice of the peace againſt his ſervant 

„Francis Weaver, who had refuſed obedience to it; 3 

« by declaring his magiſterial power at the ſaid meeting ; 

40 to be ſuch, that he could have followed the conſtable, 5 

and on his ſervant's refuſing to obey his warrant, might 
ce have beaten him; nay, th at in ſuch a caſe a magi- 


« oiftrates 
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& ſtrates authority was very great, that on refuſing to 
t obey his warrant he could have anſwered killing him 
s by aſſerting in the courſe of his conference with the 
« magiſtrates at this meeting, that he was chief juſtice, 
< that he had thrice as much authority as others who had 
« been ſuperintendant before him, that his authority for 
« acting as a juſtice was from the King, and that he 
e, had it in his power to ſuperſede Juſtice Hewlett if he 
« pleaſed. 5 5 N 
ANSWER. 
In the State of Facts a higher colour is given to this 
charge, by minutely and circumſtantially relating the 


very words of a long converſation repreſented to have 
paſſed between Mr. Pitt, Mrs Hewlett, and myſelf; my 
| ſhare in which is expreſſed in all the moſt vulgar abſurd 
and nonſenſical terms, which a perſon of the loweſt educa- 
tion and manners and of the ſmalleſt underſtanding could 
well utter. Particularly I am made to ſay of Weaver, 
ec Shall ſuch a puppy contemn my warrant ? Look at him, 
40 doth he look like one that would diſpute my authority? 


«© The puppy, I would make broth of him; but by his 


0 looks it would be poiſon.” Again Mr. Hewlett is ſup- 
| poſed to aſk me, © whether I was chief juſtice?” to 
which this anſwer is furniſhed for we, cc yes, as all 
“ mayors, chancellors, and others were.” The account 
concludes with ſtating, that I ſaid « as for a juſtice of 
the peace it was the loweſt office next to conſtable, but 
« there were fifty degrees of 3 and that 1 then 
retired. | | 


To prove this nlanGble and extravagant converſation, 


the State of Facts refers to the affidavits of Meflrs. Hewm 
and Hewlett, two of my accuſers. 


; Bur 
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But notwithſtanding the weight of two oaths, I do moſt 
ſolemnly diſclaim the illiberal language thus imputed to 5 
me. Indeed I do not pretend, that at the diſtance of 
time the charge of ſuch a converſation firſt reached me, 
I could call to my mind the particulars of what really 
paſſed; nor can I ſay, that at this {till greater diſtance of 
time it will be in my power to produce any witneſs 
_ againſt my two accuſers who ſwear to it. About four 
years paſſed after the alledged converſation, before I knew 
of being charged with itz for the date of it is in Auguſt 
1769, and the firſt time I heard of it was at Jamaica 
from Sir Baſil Keith in 1774 When I knew of the 
charge, Mr. Pitt was not living to do me juſtice by his 
| honeſt teſtimony; and I really do not believe, that there 
was any other perſon preſent at the converſation, whom 
I can call upon to ſupply his place. But ſtill I do not 


think, that there will be wanting inducements with your 


Lordſhips amply FRM to Sy __ credibility o 
the ſtory: 
Your Lordſhips without doubt will ERIN the great 
uncertainty of a charge, which depends wholly on the 
exact recollection of the particular words and phraſes uſed 
in the courſe of a long converſation. It will alſo occur 
| to your Lordſhips, that this converſation 15 repreſented 
through the medium of two perſons, both avowing them- ” 
| ſelves to be my accuſers, The improbability alſo of the 
whole converſation as recited is a circumſtance of no ſmall 


weight. Some extraordinary paſſage of it, ſuch as thoſe 6 


about mayors, chancellors, poiſon, and broth, require ſtrong 
proofs, before they can be juſtly imputed to any reaſon 
able man, much leſs to any gentleman. But is any tolera- 
ple Proof pretended? Were aoy parts of this incredible 
converſations 
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converſation, was one word of it committed to writing 


at the time? No. Mr. Hewm, one of the ſwearers, could 
not write, as I can prove to have been notorious on the 
Shore. That Mr. Hewlett the other did write, is not 
Pretended. Are the words recollected and ſworn to ſoon 


after the converſation? No. Two years within a few 
days elapſed, before any repreſentation it attempted of 


what requires a ſtrong memory on inſtant recollection to 


preſerve with tolerable accuracy. Are the arguments 
and language attributed to me probable in themſelves, 
even on the ſuppoſition, that I was, what my accuſfers 
deſcribe me to be, haughty and ambitious? No; they are 


not only ſuch as no reaſonable man would conceive, no 
| liberal man could uſe, but alſo ſuch as haughtineſs and 
ambition would not ſtoop to. Do they appear probable 
| from the ſentiments, which ſoon after were entertained 
and expreſſed by moſt of my accuſers, particularly the two 


witneſſes, in concurrence with the reſt of the inhabitants? 


No; for almoſt immediately after your Lordſhips will 
find the greateſt harmony prevailing between them and 
me, and an entire confidence repoſed in me for the 
conveyance of their ſentiments, and the repreſentation 


of their intereſts to the throne (g). 
But would their whole ſtory, even if true, which ! deny 


it to be, ſupport the weight of the charge of my aſſuming 
the office of juſtice of the peace and chief magiſtrate, in 
the deſpotick ſenſe my accuſers intend ? 


The only act alledged to have been done by n me was 


iſſuing a warrant to apprehend a runaway indented ſer- 


vant. As to all the fabricated converſation pretended 


| to > have paſſed at the meeting on that buſineſs, i is it not too 


C) App No, 26, 27, 28, 3 
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trivial and vulgar to be of criminal importance? Is it 
not too frivolous to attract ſo much attention, as I am 
giving it, if it did not ſhew to what contemptible i in- 


ventions my accuſers have had recourſe? 
The fact was, that Weaver, an indented ſervant of the = 


ſuperintendant, had run away from his work, and deſied 
me his maſter to make him return to it. Upon this 1 
wrote a precept to a conſtable to apprehend Weaver and 
carry him before ſome magiſtrate. It not being obeyed 
from ſome favourable underſtanding between him and the 


conſtable, I deſired Mr. Pitt, Mr. Hewlett, and another 
Juſtice, to meet, to lay the tranſaction before them. 


When we were aſſembled ſome converſation enſued, in 5 
which the merits of the queſtion, between Weaver and 
me, were even according to the ſtate of my accuſers 
obviouſly on my fide z for they admit, that Mr. Pitt ob- f 
ſerved, that as Weaver was my ſervant, he ſhould 
E have come to me, whether I had iflued a warrant or 
c not.“ Mr. Pitt, for whom not alone as a father- 
in-law, but as a moſt eſtimable friend, of eminent virtues 
both in publick and private life, I entertained the utmoſt 


affection and reſpect, and in whoſe return of friendſhip, ; 


' notwithſtanding the little calumnies of my accuſers, I 

found myſelf honoured ;—did, in an exactly ſimilar cafe of 
Hancock, another of my ſervants, ſhew his opinion of 
ſuch matters, by deciding with another magiſtrate in my 


favour, and enlarged the term of his ſervice according 
to the law of Jamaica. As to the other point of the 
authority of my warrant, I did then conceive, that I had 
a right to iſſue a warrant ex officio, and I deſired to be 


' ſupported in it by concurrence of the juſtices. T hat 
there was ſome altercation between Mr. Hewlett an 
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me on the occaſion, I do remember; as alſo, that either 
from that or ſome other cauſe the meeting broke up with- 


out any thing reſolved upon againſt Weaver, about whom 
T gave myſelf no farther trouble. 


Whether my opinion of my power ex officio was right 


or wrong, it could not be a crime. Nor will my con- 


duct about Weaver prove it one; for it is not pretended, 
that I perſevered in the opinion by any act to enforce it. 
On the contrary, J gave up the point, and, rather than be 

engaged in any conteſt about it, acquieſced in the loſs 
of my ſervant. But it ſeems, that knowing the principal 


matter even if believed to be inſufficient to the crimina= 


tion they aim at, my accuſers or their witneſſes invent a 


1 parcel of collateral nonfenſe; which alſo, if it could be | 


= imagined to be poſſible, would only prove me to be as 
abſurd and vulgar as the invention of ſuch ſtuff demonſ- 
| trates my enemies to be; and would ſtill be inadequate 


to the criminal aſſumption. of power they charge * 
with. 


FOURTH INSTANCE. 


| The fourth inſtance of my illegally aQing as ; juſtice 
of the peace and chief magiſtrate is thus alledged : 
<« By acting as juſtice of the peace in his own cauſe in 


tc taking and ſigning the affidavit and evidence of Richard : 


„ Grunnill, in order to be produced before the referees, 
cc to whom he had ſubmitted the cauſe depending be- 


& tween him and Captain Treadwell in the month of 
« June $771 - 


ANSWER, 


19 
ANSWER. 


The State of Facts explains this to relate to an anchor 


and cable, of the value of fourteen pounds ſeven ſhillings 


and fix pence, belonging to a Spaniſh ſchooner, called 
the Nicaragua z and that I charged one Captain Tread- 


well with being the cauſe of loſing the anchor and cable. 


The affair is too inſignificant to trouble 885 e 


with many words upon. 
The plain intent of the charge i is to give the appearance 
of my acting as a judge i in my own cauſe, But the fact, 


as repreſented by my accuſers themſelves, ſhews the 
contrary. Though they call it @ cauſe, yet by their own 
ſtatement it appears, that it was not one, but matter merely 
| before arbitrators. My adminiſtrating the oath to the 
witneſs, whoſe affidavit was laid before the arbitrators, 
could make no material difference in the caſe. The 
contents of the affidavit were not varied by its being ſworn 
before me; nor could it be ſuppoſed to have any effect on 
the decifion, that it was ſworn before me inſtead of a juſ- 
: tice of the peace. The truth was, that when I adminiſter- 
ed the oath, the witneſs was in a hurry to leave the 
Shore, and there was no magiſtrate then at hand. I am 
now adviſed, that not even a juſtice of the peace could 
have authority to take an affidavit on ſuch an occaſion. 


Their authority to adminiſter oaths is reſtrained to mat- 


ters within their own juriſdiction, and doth not een to 


matters referred to arbitrators. 


1 might go a ſtep farther and prove, that I was never 
; more than the nominal owner of the ſchooner in queſtion 3 
for ſhe was the property of others, having been ſeized by 
me for the benefit of her Spaniſh owners, and my poſ- 
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ſeſlon never having been for my own perſonal benefit, 
as will appear by the papers referred to by me in anſwer- 


ing the ſixth article of the ſecond general head of ws 3 
againſt m me. 


Theſe : are all the articles of both branches of the firſt 
general head of accuſation; after which the memorial of 
November 1773, proceeds to a ſecond general head, by 


farther charging me with miſconduct, 3 and 
breach of duty, in fix inſtances : 


FIRST INSTANCE. 

The firſt inſtance i is thus deſcribed. - I, 
In being ſo blameably inattentive and remiſs in che 
. 4 execution of the duty of his office of ſuperintendant, | 
sas not to have the ſmalleſt degree of merit in detecting | 
the dangerous conſpiracy formed in the ſpring 1769, by 
4 Don Joſeppi de Nava, the Spaniſh governor of Car- 
e tago, who had brought to his intereſt Admiral Dinſon, 
4 4 Moſquito Indian chief, by which he propoſed to de- 
e ſtroy and extirpate all his Majeſty's ſubjects from that 
4 coaſt. The ſettlement was alarmed. The ſettlement 
% alone was active, and at length Mr. Bartholomew 
„ Gililibert ſucceeded. in making a full diſcovery. But 
© Robert Hodgſon, Eſq. his Majeſty's ſuperintendant, 1 in 
« this ſingular inſtance of the greateſt publick ſervice, 
&* which ever fell within this department of duty, was 


| « either ſo criminally negligent, or on ſuch bad terme 


5 with the Moſquito king and chiefs, that he was not of 


« the ſmalleſt uſe or ſervice to the colony upon this im- f 
oF ' portant Nau occalion.” 


1 


ANSWER, 


( 61.) 


ANSWER. 


The State of facts illuſtrates this hain, by repreſent- 


ing the great addreſs of Gilibert in obtaining from Dillſon 
one of the letters to him from the governor of Cartago, 


dated the 23d of May 1769; and that Gilibert, not the 


ſuperintendant, ſent a copy of the letter to the governor 


of Jamaica. It alſo ſuggeſts, that, ſo far as the colony know, 
I never acquainted the miniſter here, or the governor of 


Jamaica, with the fatiguing attention of Captain Lawrie 


and other gentlemen to get at the bottom of this conſpira- 


cy, nor the fi ngular 9 all were under to Mr. 
: Gilibert. 


But the only proof offered of this charge againſt 1 me is 2 
copy of the letter of the TT of —— authenti- 


cated by Mr. Gilibert. 


The matter of this charge is very extraordinary in 1· 
ſelf; namely negligence, in not having the merit of detecting a 
conſpiracy. The moſt active, the moſt diligent perſon in 
my ſituation, might fail in his attempts to make ſuch a 
diſcovery. But ſhall his activity and diligence be deemed 
negligence z becauſe others were more ſucceſsful ? Accord- 


ing to the State of Facts the colony, including my ac- 


cuſers, tried long to make a diſcavery; but acknowledges, 


that at laſt it was not made by them. Will they allow 
8 themſelves to be criminal on that account? 


The facts, alledged as inſtances of 1 are not 


leſs ſurpriſing. They conſiſt of eulogiums on others for 


their great merit and activity; as if it was of courſe, that 


| becauſe they acted as became members of the ſettlement, 1 


therefore neglected my duty as ſuperintendant. Not one 
pertinent inſtance of my neglect is aſſerted, On the contrary 


every 
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accuſers on this head, that I cannot reſiſt the temptation. 


( 62 ) 


every particular allegation may be true ; yet the charge of 
negligence againſt me be wholly unfounded. —Though 
it ſhould be admitted, that Mr. Lawrie and others had 
ever ſo much merit for their activity to diſcover the con- 


| bpiracy ; yet it would not follow from thence that I was | 


inaCtive.—Though Mr. Gilibert ſhould be allowed to 
have made the firſt diſcovery of the conſpiracy; yet it 
might be very true, that I was alſo extremely diligent to 
detect it. Nor would it be any proof of my inattention, 
either to the detection of the conſpiracy or the prevention 


of its ill effects, that I was not bountiful enough in my 
commendation of Mr. Gilibert, Mr. Lawrie, and the reſt, 


to the King's miniſtry.—Yet it is by ſuch aſlertions only, 


that my accuſers pretend t to ſhew, wherein it was that my 


neplect appeared, _ 8 
Ihe proof of the charge i is even {till more onihiog - 


and deſective. It is ſimply the copy of the detected letter 
from the governor of Cartago to Dillſon the Moſquito 
chief, authenticated by Mr. Gilibert. Is it not an inſult 
upon the underſtanding, ſeriouſly to offer as the evidence 


of my inattention to the ſettlement, a letter, which is not 
pretended to contain more than a proof of the conſpiracy 


againſt it? Is it poſſible to imagine any thing more com- 


pletely inapplicable to the crime J am charged with? 
The charge againſt me being ſo ſtrange, and both the 
facts aſſerted and the proof adduced being thus foreign | 


toit, I am doubtſul, whether to defend mylelf againſt it 


may not be thought, not only premature, but giving unne- 
ceſſary trouble. But I am ſo conſcious of having diligent- 


Jy diſcharged my duty on the occaſion alluded to, and = 


there is ſo much falſe ſtatement in the allegations of my 


( 63 ) 


of laying before your Lordſhips ſome few obſervations | 


tending to prevent an unjuſt idea of the real facts. 


I do not pretend to have firſt diſcovered the alledged 


conſpiracy ; but I cannot join with my accuſers in attri- 
buting that merit to Mr. Gilibert. The firſt diſcovery 
was made in September 1769 by Mr. Abraham Tono- 
ſton, who received his intelligence from Iſrael Sylla the 
Moſquito admiral. This appears not only by my diary 
in the hand writing of my ſecretary the reverend Mr. 


Warren, and by letters to me from Mr. John Potts, Mr. | 
Alexander Patterſon and Mr. Tonoſton of the 11th and 
16th September 1769 (4); but is acknowledged in a me- 
morial from the windward part of the Shore to Governor 
Trelawny, dated the 7th of the following October, and 
ſigned as well by Captain Lawrie and Mr. Gilibert as 
many others. The words of one part of the memorial 
- are hee: Iſrael Syila the Molatto admiral gave the firft 
« information to Abraham Tonoſton an inhabitant in the 
{© following manner ;” and the memorial minutely de- 
ſcribes the whole plan (/). Thus out of the mouth of my 
principal accuſer Captain Lawrie, and Gilibert himſelf, I 
prove, that Gilibert did not, as my accuſers now ſay, 


make the firſt diſcovery, but that the whole plan of it was 


flirſt diſcovered by others. True indeed it is, that Gilibert 5 


did procure from Dillſon the original Spaniſh letter to 


him. But the ſame memorial proves, that this ſervice was 


not performed till ſome time aſter; for it takes notice, that 


Dillſon “ then refuſed to deliver the Spaniſh letters (m). | 
All this being conſidered, what will your Lordſhips think 


of the veracity of Captain Lawrie and Mr. Gilibert, for 


aſſerting to your Lordſhips, that it was the « Spaniſh go- 


| (4 App. No, 1 8, 19, 26. (1 App. No, 21, (m) App. No. 21, 
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cc vernor's letter, which made the firſt and only diſcovery 
« of the miſchief intended; and that wntil this letter was 
4 gþtained there was no evidence whatſoever of the conſpiracy?” 
ze affertion, that the ſettlement alone was active, is not 
only without any proof, but can be diſproved by many 
authentic papers. When I ficſt received the intelligence 

of the conſpiracy, which was by the three letters from 
 Meffieurs Potts Paterſon and Tonoſton dated the gth and 
| F6th September 1769, but not delivered to me till the end 
of the month, I was ill of a violent inflammation of the 
bowels. But I ſoon recovered, and ſhewed every atten- 
 tionin my power, to prevent the ill effect dreaded from 

| the union of the Moſquito Indians with the Spaniards. I 1 


made ſuch enquiries, as convinced me of the truth of the ” 
1 5 intelligence ſent to me. On the gth of October I wrote to 50 
Mr. Tonoſton: and mentioned that illneſs had prevented 


me from coming to the part of the Shore, where the conſpi- 


1 racy was carrying on ; and that I ſhould go there the ſirſt 


opportunity (n). I alſo explained, what farther informa- 
tion I wanted, and incloſed a letter for Admiral Dillſon to 8 
deter him from the ſchemes he was engaged in (o). I al-. 
ſo wrote on the ſame day ſeparately to Mr. Pott and Mr. 
Paterſon. The former 1 acquainted, that his intelligence 
was certainly true; that I ſhould ſpare no pains to prevent 
any evil to the ſettlement from the Spaniards and Moſ- 
quitoes ; and that, as I was nearly recovered, I ſhould be 
his way very ſoon (p). My letter to Mr. Paterſon was 
partly to the ſame effect (4). A few days after, ſo con- 
vinced were the ſettlers of my anxiety to take an active 
| part in every ature, which could tend to their ſecurity 


0 App. No. 24 (e) App. No, „ App. No. 3 
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and 


( 6s ) 
and welfare, whether by guarding againſt the ill deſigns of 
the Spaniards and Moſquitoes or otherwiſe, that they 


wrote to me in the moſt handſome terms. They recom- 


mended to my care the petition to the throne, which [I 
have before had occaſion to mention. They told me, 


they were certain, no gentleman whatever knew better than my- 


ſelf what a valuable country the Moſquito ſhore is, and its 


great importance in ſeveral reſpecis to Great Britain; and 


they requeſted me to repreſent in a proper light to his Ma- 


jieſty every thing neceſſary to obtain relief ſor the ſettlement 
in its then mo/? difireſsful and alarming ſituation (r). With- 


in two days after receiving the petition to the King, I 


ſent it with a diſpatch to Lord Hillſborough, then Secre- ; 
tary for the American department. My letter on this oc- 
caſion explained the dangerous deſigns of the governor of 
Cartago in his intercourſe with the Moſquito Indians, 


aſſured his Lordſhip of the truth of the diſtreſſes repreſent= 


by the petition ; preſſed for the immediate attention of go- = 


vernment to the Moſquito Shore ; declared it to be my 


opinion, that the ſettlement was in danger of being loſt, 
_ unleſs ſome farther means were taken for its protection 
and encouragement; and incloſed a plan of ſuch regula- 


tions, as had occured to me with that view. This letter 
was dated the 19th of October 1769, and on the 14th of 
the following month, being then poſſeſſed of the original 
Spaniſh letter, which Mr. Gilibert obtained from Admiral 


Dillſon, I incloſed it in another diſpatch to Lord Hillſbo- 
rough. I at the ſame time apprized his Lordſhip of my 
preparing for a tour over the country, in which my chief 
object was to collect a fuller account of the negotiation be- 
_ tween the Spaniſh governor and Dillſon the Moſquito chief, 


(r) Appen. No. 28. 
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to diſappoĩnt their ſchemes, and to prevent the alienation 
of the Moſquitoes from the Engliſh. Accordingly I failed | 
from Black River in December 1 769, and made a complete 
voyage to every part of the Shore, which by the time of 
my return had occupied above five months. What paſſed 
during this long time is very particularly explained i in a 
diary, which was kept by the Rev. Mr. Warren, my ſe- 
ciretary; the original of which in his hand-writing I have 
to produce to your Lordſhips. This will ſhew, that 1 
was moſt diligently employed in the public ſervice from 
the beginning to the end of the voyage. I held confe- 
| rences with many of the Moſquito men, eſpecially with 
their king and chiefs I diſtributed preſents among them; 
and I exerted every influence, and uſed every argument 
in my power, to keep them attached to the Engliſh go- 


vernment, and to prevent combinations with the Spa- 
niards to our, prejudice. Nor were my labours unſucceſs- 


ful. I gained a farther knowledge of the paſt correſ- 
_ pondence between the Moſquito men and the governor | 
of Cartago; and I explored their future defi igns. To pre- 
vent any farther attempts on the Moſquito men to the 
injury of our ſettlers, I ſent my fecretary with letters to 
the governor of Cartago, and the teniente or lieutenant 
of the fettlement of Rio de Matina. From the latter I 
was fo fortunate as to obtain apologies for what was paſt, 
and an aſſurance to avoid in future giving any cauſe for 
| ke complaints. In return it was promiſed on my part, 
that I would protect the Spaniards from Moſquito vio- 
lence: and before my return from this tour, I gave proofs. 
of my ſincerity ; for I prevented an attack upon the Spa- 


niards at Matina, and a general ravage along their coaſt, 


to which the Moſquito Indians . in | the change of their 
3 temper | 


temper had been encouraged by a Mr. Jones from Jamaica, 


This too I effected, when a Moſquito fleet was actually 


out at ſea under fail for the purpoſe; and ſo anxious was 
I to diſappoint the miſchievous project, that I accompa- 


nied their fleet in its return home. I alſo afterwards pre- 
_ vented another ſimilar expedition. Laſtly, as I went 
along the Shore, I enquired into the general ſtate of the 


ſettlement, prevented other miſchieſs, and made a tender 
of my ſervices to the ſettlers, wherever I found any. 


y Such were my labours in the public ſervice during this 


voyage; to which it is fit to add, that it was not performed 


without my enduring great hardſhips, and being expoſed _ 
do every inclemency, every want of accommodation, ex- 
treeme fatigue, frequent want of neceſſaries, and ſhipwrecks, 
A Theſe operated fo much on my ſecretary, Mr. Warren, that 9585 
7 he at length became ſo ill as to be incapable of proceed- 
85 ing with me; and after wearying out all thoſe who were | 
with me, I was much hurt in my own health; all which 


is noticed in his diary and letters on the occaſion. 


From this detail it may be ſeen, how very unjuſt it is 
to charge me with negligence and inaCtivity in the affair 

5 of Admiral Dillſon's conſpiracy with the Spaniards. In- 

Read of meeting with accuſation, I expected ſome praiſe, 

for the unceaſing attention with which 1 purſued the bu- 


ſineſs from the firſt moment of its occurring, and for 
the painful exertions to which I ſubmitted. Nor was I 
diſappointed : for though the repreſentation of my con- 


duct to his Majeſty paſſed through Sir William Trelawny, 


' which ſurely was not the moſt favourable medium for 
me, yet my ſervices were ſo ſatisfactory, that his Majeſty 
ordered that they ſhould be honoured with his gracious 


approbation, It alſo appears, that at the time, thoſe, 


„„ who 


1 1 
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who now accuſe me, ſo far from indicating the leaſt dif- 
ſatisfaction with my conduct, did on the contrary give 
me ſtrong proofs of their confidence in my zeal for the 
welfare of the ſettlement. Your Lordſhips will judge, 
whether in renouncing their firſt opinion they act on rea- 
ſonable and proper grounds, or from intereſted motives. | 
In ſupporting this charge, my accuſers have found 
fault with my making Black River my chief place of re- 
ſidence. Their objection to Black River is, that it is on 
the weſtward extremity of the Moſquito country; and 
that the Moſquito king and chiefs reſide in different pre- 
cinCts, diſtant 40, 60, 80, and 100 leagues to the Eaſt- 
ward, in a country covered with wood and water, with- 
out highways or any eſtabliſhed poſts for giving or bring- 
ing intelligence. But in a paſſage immediately following, 


they anſwer their own objeCtion, by explaining my head- 


quarters to have been at the Aargeſt of the ſettlements. 
The ſettlement at Black River being the principal one, 
was not that of itſelf a reaſon, why it ſhould be preferred 
by me, whilſt I had the honour to be ſuperintendant and 
commander in chief, and conſequently principal officer 
of the crown on the Shore ? Is it not more fit, that the 
ſuperintendant and commander in chief of our ſettle- 
ment on the Shore ſhould ſo reſide, than plant himſelf 
among the Moſquito Indians only? Beſides, my accuſers 
Well know, that the King's houſe, which is the place 
where all public buſineſs is uſually tranſacted, is at Black 
River; and that ſormer ſuperintendants have ever made 
1 it their chief place of reſidence. I might aſk too, whee. 
ther their example is not followed by Coptan, Lawricy 
dhe leader of my en 1 
Ta 


e ) 


To this cenſure of me for reſiding at Black River, my 
accuſers have added, that in ſuch a ſituation it was impoſ- 
ſible to execute the duties of my office ; and have ſo ex- 
preſſed themſelves, that without explanation any perſon 


might ſuppoſe me to have been perpetually reſident at 
Black River, and wholly to have negleCted that part of my 


office, which concerns our intercourſe with the Moſquito 


Indians. But this groundleſs inſinuation only ſerves to 


give me the opportunity of ſtating, what otherwiſe might 
ſeem an unbecoming diſplay of my zeal and activity in 


the public ſervice. My arrival on the Moſquito ſhore, 
after my appointment, was the 19th July, 1768. I left 


it on receiving orders to return home the 25th of July. 


1776. But fo far was I from indulging myſelf in a quiet 
_ reſidence at Black River, that between theſe two periods 
1 performed thirteen voyages, which, accounting from my 


embarkation to my return, occupied almo/? three years of 
my time, and employed twenty different veſſels, All theſe 
voyages too were undertaken in performance of what I 
conceived to be the duties of my office; three having 
been to Jamaica to tranſa& official buſineſs with the go- 
vernment there ; and the remaining ten having for their 
object a viſitation of the various parts of the Moſquito 
Shore and country; as will appear by the annexed table 
of voyages, which accurately ſtates the intention, and 
effect of ſuch voyage, when I embarked and returned, 


the veſſels made uſe of, and the caſualties I met with; 


to which is added a reference, explaining where the |” 


youchers are to be found (5). 
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SECOND INSTANCE. 


The 88804 article of the ſecond . head of charge 
accuſes me of, | 
„ Concealing and ſuppreſſing, 3 in the ſaid month of 
<« Tune, 1771, the governor of Jamaica's commiſſion, in- 
40 ſtituting and appointing a new ſet of magiſtrates for the 
& Shore ; whilſt at the ſame time he publiſhed his excel- 
ec lency's writ of quietus, diſſolving the former magiſ— 
& tracy, whereby he rendered property inſecure, delayed 
© the operations of juſtice, and reduced the ſettlement to 
s ſtate of anarchy and confuſion ; which alarming ſi- 
1 tuation impelled them to form themſelves into a volun- 
te tary body politick, and to chooſe conſervators of the 
& peace for the preſervation of order and juſtice, until - 


they could obtain redreſs from the. laid Sovernor of 
« Jamaica.” | | 


ANSWER. 


The State of Facts contains the ſame charge with more 
explanation. | Particularly it aſſerts, that no new com- 
miſſion of the peace was promulgated, nor were any new 
juſtices ſworn in, although the ſuperintendant was then 
in poſſeſſion of the governor of Jamaica 8 commilion ap- 


5 Pointing new magiſtrates. 


It alſo gives an account of the two papers called Pub- 

lie Acts, both of which are dated the 28th of June, 1771. 

By the firſt the ſubſcribers, ſaid to be forty-two in num- 

ber, and deſcribing themſelves to be the major part of 
the colony, formed themſelves into a body politic z and 

thereby actually appointed Captain Lawrie, with Meſſrs. 
Hewlet, Hewm, and Bourke, all of the number of my 

| decuſers, conſerrators of che peace for the diſtribution of 


Juſtice; d - 


TW 7 
juſtice ; and alſo appointed Mr, Philip John Morris, an- 


other of my accuſers, clerk of their ſeſſions. By the ſe- 


cond, they added nine others, as a committee to act with 


the four conſervators of the peace, in repreſenting the ſtate. 


of the colony, and otherwiſe. 


But as to the proof of the aſſertions, by which they 
attempt to criminate me in this inſtance, and to juſtify | 
themſelves for their bold uſurpation of the government, 
the only evidence referred to is their two public acts, and 
an addreſs from themſelves to the governor of Jamaica, 


dated the 28th of September in the fame year. 


The anxiety with which my accuſers add their own 


exculpation to this article of charge, betrays its true ſpirit, 


deſperate recrimination, aiming to transfer to me the guilt 
and conſequent miſchiefs, which they knew to belong to 
- themſelves. Conſcious that their erecting themſelves into 
a body politic, and conſtituting a court of juſtice, were an 
uſurpation of ſome of the higheſt powers of the crown, 
and amounted to a revolt from the eſtabliſned government; 
they pretend, that they were N o all this 7 * 5 


miſconduct. 


But as their own words imply a confeſſion of their. 


crime, fo I will expoſe to your Lordſhips the falſeneſs of 


the pretences, by which they attempt to excuſe them- 


ſelves at the expence of my innocence. 


The real facts are theſe : the governor of Tala” in 

a letter to the late Mr, Pitt, dated the 6th April, 1771, 
incloſed a ſuperſedeas or quietus of the commiſſion of the 
peace then in force on the Shore, and alſo a new com- 
| miſſion of the peace; with one dedimus poteſtatem to 
Captain Lawrie and Meſſts. Hewlett and Hewm, to 


ſwear in M . Pitt, who was named cuſtos rotulorum; and 


another | 


| 
l 
| 
| 
| 
| 
q 


1 
= 
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en] 
de; to Me, Pitt fingly, after having been qualified 


_ himſelf, to ſwear all the other magiſtrates. The letter to 


Mr. Pitt and the two dedimuſes are in the office of the 
Secretary of State for the American department. The 
new commiſſion 1s alſo ready to be produced to your 


Lordſhips. Mr. Pitt did not receive the letter with the 
incloſures till the 23d of April, when he was in a dying | 
ſtate. On the 26th he actually died, without having pro- 
mulgated or put in force either the new commiſſion, or 
te quietus of the old one; which is not ſurpriſing, as 
he was at the point of death, and it would have been in- 
decent, for any of the few, who knew it, to have urged _ 
him on the ſubject. Mr. Pitt's will appointed Mr. John 
Pitt, Mr. Hewlett, Mr. Bode, and me, his executorsz 
and it was in the character of executor, that I firſt came 
to the poſſeſſion of the new commiſſion and the quietus of 
the old one, with the two dedimuſes; though I had ſeen | 
them before Mr. Pitt died, as they lay on his bed, as had 
Mr. Thomas Marriott Perkins, one of my accuſers, and 
as [ believe ſome few others. Mr. Pitt's death having ren- 
dered it impoſſible to put the new commiſſion in force, as 
he was the only perſon authorized to ſwear in the magiſ- 


trates named with him in it, I was anxious to keep the 


_  quietus of the old commiſſion as ſecret as poſſible, till 
the governor of Jamaica ſhould ſend a proper authority 
f for qualifying under a new one; leaſt all juſtice ſhould be 


ſuſpended on the Shore, But it did not depend on me 
alone, whether the quietus ſhould be generally known 


| becauſe I was not the only perſon who was informed of 

it; for it was not only known to ſome few before Mr. Pitt's 

death, as I have before mentioned, but was afterwards 5 
ſeen by Mr. Hewlett, my co-executor, in the courſe of 


our 


(73) 


dur examination of Mr. Pitt's papers. However I did 


not fail of doing all in my power to promote acting under 


the old commiſhon. I kept back the quietus during the 


Whole month of May and till the latter end of the next 
month, as they acknowledge; and would have kept it 


longer, if ſome of my accuſers had not inſiſted on my 
' parting with it. To remove the pretence of not holding 
a court at the uſual time for want of the old commiſſion, 


I informed Mr. Hewlett by a note, in what part of the 


| houſe of Mr. Pitt, in whoſe cuſtody the commiſſion had 
always been, I thought, that Mr. Hewlett would find it. 


He accordingly did meet with it immediately, and the 
ſame day the court of quarter ſeſſion was aſſembled. But 


the juſtices preſent, who were only Meſſrs. Hewm 


Bourke and Hewlett, three of my accuſers, declined 
doing any thing, except adjourning themſelves to Septem- 
ber. They immediately after came to my houſe, and 
| peremptorily demanded the quietus. L argued with them 
on the ſubject, ſtrongly pointing out to them, what evil 
conſequences would ariſe, if I complied with their re- 


quiſition, and if the quietus was made public. I parti- 


cularly laboured to convince them, that the quietus could 
not be meant as an affront to them; becauſe they were 


equally named in both commiſſions, and the true cauſe 
of ſending a new one was the interpolation of a name in 


the old one, which had rendered its validity doubtful. 


But they, inſtead of yielding to my perſuaſions, declared, 


that they would act no more under the old commiſſion, | 
1 and repeated their demand of the quietus with a threat 
to write to Jamaica, if I refuſed it, This ended the diſ. 


pute; ſor, unleſs they would aCt under the old commiſſion, 
it it could be of no ſervice to withhold the quietus, and 


: K 1 | there. 
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therefore I at length reluctantly ſurrendered it into their 


poſſeſſion, upon which they read it and ſoon left me. 
About an hour after, Mr. Philip John Morris, who had 
acted as clerk of the peace under the old commiſhon-and is 


one of my accuſers, came from them, with an unſigned pa- 
per in his own hand writing and dated the 25th June 1771. 


The purport of it was ſimilar to the firſt of the two pa- 


pers, which my accuſers give an abſtrack of in their State 
of Facts. But according to my note of its contents made 

from memory the day it was ſhewn to me, the paper was 
more offenſive in terms than appears from their ſoftened 


repreſentation ; for beſides the erecting themſelves into a 


body politick, and electing magiſtrates to diſtribute juſ- 


ſtice, my note is more explicit, adding as a farther part 


of the confederacy, that they ſhould make laws and exe- 
cute both them and the King's. The difference, how- 


ever, is not of great importance; the papers as ſtated by 


my accuſers themſel ves ſeeming to imply as much. With 
the papers thus delivered to me by Mr. Morris, he brought 
a meſſage from the inhabitants aſſembled, that they had 
ſent it to me firſt out of compliment. I was ſhocked at 
the propoſition of my ſigning the paper. But 1 ſaw ſuch | 
a determined ſyſtem of deſperate union amongſt thoſe 
who ſent to me, that my attempting ſingly to reſiſt their 
proceedings would have been vain and only have expoſed 
me to inſult; and therefore I contented myſelf, with 


ſending a meſſage in return, ſigniſying, that the Colony 
had my warmeſt wiſhes for its welfare, but that the paper 
ſent to me was not ſuch as I could ſign; a copy of which 

meſſage I now have in the words in which I wrote it for 
Mr. Morris. On this refuſal the revolters ſubſcribed the 
5 firſt of their 3 acts, and three days after the ſe- 
cond; 


(75) 


cond ; and with no other authority, than a popular elec- 


tion at one of the unlawful aſſemblies I have mentioned, 
did Meſſrs. Lawrie Hewlett Hewm and Bourke pre- 


ſume to hold courts, and diſtribute both criminal and 


Civil juſtice under the name of converſators of the peace. 
From this ſtate of circumſtances, on which the pre- 


ſent article of charge depends, which will be found to 
agree with the journal I wrote at the time, now in 


the office of the Secretary of State, 1 truſt, that my inno- 


cence, and the guilt of thoſe, who accuſe mes will equally 


appear. 


One point, o of che darge Pint me, is concealing and 
ſuppreſſing the new commiſſion of the peace, with words 
in the State of Facts, which explain this concealment and 

| ſuppreſſion to mean, that it was in my power by pro- 

mulgating the new commiſſion. to have had the magi- 
ſtrates ſworn in. Indeed this latter is the ſting of the 
charge; for failing to promulgate the new commiſſion 
could not be blameable, unleſs. it could be promulgated 


with effect. 


But the very terms of the 8 ſent with the new 5 
Hs commiſſion to qualify the magiſtrates under it, moſt de- 
monſtrably exculpate me. They ſhew, that Mr. Pitt 


was the only perſon authoriſed to ſwear in the new ma- 


giltrates (u); but as he died before he executed his autho- 


rity, it was become impoſſible to put the new commiſſion 


in force. Conſequently as promulgating the new com- 
million, in order to {wear in the new magiſtrates, could 
| not have attained that end; ; it could not be a fault in me ; 
_ to "Ive ones ſo Sing. I truth I had no more to o da . 
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with the new commiſſion than the other executors of Mr. 
Pitt. It was not intruſted to me or them by the governor 
of Jamaica, nor could I put it in force any more than 
they, nor could any other perſon put it in force. It was 
ſent to Mr. Pitt, and by his death came into the joint 


cuſtody of his executors, of which I happened to be one. 


But any perſon, from the manner of charging me, would 
ſuppoſe, that the new commiſſion. was ſent to me to be 
promulgated, and that by not ſo doing Mr. Pitt was pre- 
vented from acling; whereas in fact it was ſent to Mr. 
Pitt, and it did not come into my poſſeſſion till after his 

death. I am not aſtoniſhed, that my accuſers ſhould miſ- 

_ repreſent and attempt to miſlead ; but really that they 
ſhould practiſe ee fo 888 to be expoſed, is almoſt 


unaccountable. 
The other part of the charge is, that I publiſhed the 


quietus diſſolving the former magiſtracy, and ſo left the 
Shore without any court to adminiſter juſtice. But it 
turns out, that I was moſt ſtudious in endeavouring to 
prevent the publication of the quietus; that even by their 
account I kept it for two months; that I encouraged 
holding a court under the old commiſhon, and pointed 
out where Mr. Hewlett would find it; that I argued with 
\ thoſe who accuſe me of publiſhing the quietus againſt 
| ſuch a meaſure ; and that they extorted it from me. Nay 
what is ſtill more extraordinary, in the State of Facts 
they add to their accuſation, what of itſelf ſhews, that 
they were the authors of the publication of the quietus 
© which they ſo much complained of; for in that they actu- 
ally acknowledge having demanded the quietus from me. 
Both points of this charge thus failing my accuſers, 


they are left without 07 excuſe for illegally erecting a go- 
vernment 


3 * 


vernment and courts of juſtice. The pretenice for the 
uſurpation is, tkat they were driven into the meaſure, by 
my having diſſolved the only magiſtracy exiſting on the | 
Shore, But when they explain themſelves, it appears 8 
on their own ſhewing, that they were the authors of the 
diſtreſs from want of a legal magilracy, which they fo 


confidently 1 impute to me. 
It is remarkable, that not only this, but every A 


charge, which has been brought againſt me, was fabri- 
cated about the period l am now adverting to, namely, 
immediately after my refuſal to ſubſcribe my name at the 
head of the confederacy of my accuſers for uſurping the 

government. Much comment is not requiſite to account 5 
for their thus timing their accuſation. From my avowed ; 


diſapprobation of their meaſures, and from the duty 


of my office, they knew, that I ſhould embrace the 
firſt opportunity of repreſenting their criminal aſſocia- 
tion both to the King's miniſters and to the governor 


of Jamaica. It was therefore deemed good policy to 


make ſuch haſte in framing charges againſt me, as 
to prepoſſeſs the governor 0 
able accuſation of them. Nor 


aica againſt my unavoid- 


endeayouring to effect their 


only two months atter the revolt, to inquire into the ſtate 


5 of the colony; and their addreſs to the governor of Ja- a 

maica with the original charges againſt me bears date che 

28th of the ſame September. But notwithſtanding their 

expedition, and though they were ſo ſecret in framing 

their accuſation againſt me, that I had not any know- 

ledge of their charges till near three years after, yet 1 
was before hand with them; tor my diſpatch to lord 
| Hilfe 


id they loſe any time in 
urpoſe; for, according to 
their State of Facts, captain Lynn of his Majeſty's ſhip 
Garland, came from Jamaica in September 1771, being 
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Hillſborough, which gave the firſt account of the con- 
federacy and revolt, was incloſed in a letter from me, 
dated the 2 5th of the preceding July; and I alſo wrote a 
letter to Captain Lynn four days earlier in date than their 
accuſatory addreſs to the governor of Jamaica, apprizing 
him, that the newly elected conſervators of the peace 
were on the point of holding a ſeſſion, and claiming his 
interpoſition to aſſiſt in preventing ſo dangerous an aſ- 
ſumption of power (v). This letter, which was ſoon 
known to them, moſt probably operated ſo as to expedite 
the completion of their projected charges againſt me. 
My accuſers have thought fit to take notice of the 
neglect and contempt, which the preſent and the other 
charges againſt me met with from Sir William Tre- 
lawny, to whom they appealed for redreſs. But they 
prudently attempt to conceal the letter, which his Secre- 
tary wrote by his order on the occaſion. This letter 1 | 
have before mentioned in anſwering one of the preceding 
charges, and it will be neceſſary to introduce it to your 
Lordſhips in a ſubſequent part of my defence. But it is 
here particularly applicable; becauſe it contains a direct | 
exculpation of me on the preſent charge, and as direct a 
condemnation of my accuſers. The letter is dated about 
three months aſter the complaints againſt me, and is 
addreſſed to Mr. Daniel Hewlett, one of my accuſers. 
It blames the conduct of him and his two aſſociates 
Meſſrs. Bourke and Hewm in ſeveral inſtances, more par- 
ticularly for a © demand of their quietus, when the death : 
of Mr, William Pitt had put it out of their power to 
6 " Fequabity," and for their acting as Juſtices" ce without au- 


(v) hos: No. 49. | 
1 „ thority,” 


nt: 


« thority,” terming it © their immediate compliance with 
« a very irregular application, the pretended neceſſity of 


* which was of their own creation (x).“ 
This judgment of Sir William on the charge 1 in queſ- 


tion carries with it the more weight; becauſe it comes 


from the perſon, who had iſſued the new commiſſion 


and the quietus of the old one, and conſequently was par- 


ticularly qualified to decide a charge founded on their 
intention. 


In ſuſtaining this charge, my accuſers have thought 


fit to change the terms of it. Originally my crime was 

Rated to be concealing and ſuppreſſing the new commiſ- 

| ſion. But they now ſay, that I ought to have concealed - 
both that and the quietus of the old one. To this 1 
anſwer, that after Mr. Pitt 's death, when it was become 


impoſſible to qualify under the new commiſſion, I ſhould | 


be glad to have done ſo. But an intire eoncealment was 
out of my power, the fact being known to others as well 


as me, without any ſuch original diſcloſure of it as is 


unwarrantably imputed to me; and finally my accuſers 
compelled me to promulgate what they now affect to 
| wiſh to have concealed, 


My accuſers found oa animadverſion upon me, as if 85 


J had poſſeſſed myſelf of the new commiſſion and the 
quietus of the old one in Mr. Pitt's life-time, and con- 
cealed them from him. But I abſolutely deny this after- 
thought aſſertion, and call on them for proof. The ſack 


was as I have already ſtated, that the commiſſion and 


quietus, being directed to Mr. Pitt, came into and con- 


tinued in his poſſeſſion til bis death, and then came into 


(=) App. No. 37. 


is 


0 ) 


# my. poſſeſſion as one of his executors. 1 remember, that 
; they were found by my co-executors and me in' ſearching 


amongſt Mr. Pitt's papers after his death, and that by my 


particular deſire I was permitted to take charge of the 


_ commiſſion and quietus, as papers which did not con- 


is cern Mr. Pitt's eſtate and might do miſchief, if they 
were publickly known, before we heard. Again from 
| Jamaica. | 

My accuſers would inſinuate, that I was the cauſe of 
its being firſt known, that there was a quietus, by af- 


frontingly ſignifying as much to Mr. Hewm in Mr. Pitt's 
life-time. But the truth is, that the coming of the quie- 
tus was before known to others, who had been with Mr. 
Pitt, particularly to Mr. Marriot Perkins. Beſides I was 
ſo far from mentioning it in an inſulting way, that I | 
took notice to Mr. Hewm of his being in the new com- | 
miſſion ; nor did J then know whether Mr. Pitt might 


new commiſhon. Alſo nothing could be farther from my 


intention, than that he ſhould publiſh after Mr. Pitt's 
death what really ſaid to him in confidence before, and 
 ſoalliſtto deſtroy the old commiſſion before the new one 

could be put in force. My ſubſequent conduct proves 


= my anxiety to prevent making miſchief. 


As to Mr. Perkins's queſtioning the authority of the old 


| commiſſion, which is another of the new aſſertions of my 
accuſers to make good their charge, it is ſufficient to ob- 


ſerve, that they do not pretend to ſay he had his informa- 
| tion from me, or that he ſo ated by my encouragement z | 
1 though if it had been ſo, as he is one of e they 


muſt have heard as men: 


My 


cc 


(®) 


My accuſers inſinuate, that! might have propoſed ſome 


expedient to prevent the diſtreſs from promulgating the 
quietus of the old commiſſion. But their demand of the 


quietus was ſo peremptory, and accompanied with ſuch 


_ circumſtances, as deſtroyed all expedients and left me 
no doubt of their being fixed in their reſolutions, What 
Proves to a demonſtration their being predetermined on 


the revolt is, that the inſtrument of revolt was brought 


to me within an hour after having extorted the quietus 
from me. In ſo ſhort a time it was ſcarce poſſible to have | 
fairly copied a paper of ſuch length. Forming the new f 
plan of uſurped government muſt ſurely have required 5 
a much longer time. The expedient, which my accuſers 
ſuggeſt, namely, ſwearing in the new magiſtrates, was 
5 certainly impracticable; becauſe Mr. Pitt, the only perſon - 
5 authorized to do tlys, was aready dead. | 


THIRD INSTANCE. 


The third article of the ſecond d general head of charge ; 
is thus deſcribed : 
* Refuſing to act in his proper ſphere and capacity, 
© when applied to for that purpoſe by Mr. John Chriſto- 
„„ pher of Muſtee Creek on the 4th and 5th of Auguſt 
© in the ſaid year 1771, complaining to him of the in- 
i juſtice of General Tempeſt, an Indian chief, by making 
prize of ſome Spaniſh Mulattoes, who were employed 
in bringing him ſome ſarſaparilla and other goods, 
and of his ſeizing on the ſaid goods. But when he 
« thus requeſted the ſaid Robert Hodgſon, Eſq. to in- 
4 texpoſe as his Majeſty's ſuperintendant, and obtain the 


& liberties of the ſaid Spaniards, and redelivery of the 


* ſaid goods, the faid ſuperintendant wholly rejected the | 


I. latter 


e 
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« latter part of this requeſt, by which means the ſaid 
« Mr. Chriſtopher loſt his property, and the free and open 
* trade of the colony with the Spaniards was evidently 
« endangered and diſtrefſed.”” 


To ſupport this charge the State of Facts refers to the 
_ affidavit of Mr. Chriſtopher the complainant himſelf, 
and gives an account of two converſations between him 
and me, which he ene to N verbatim as it 


pailed. 


ANSWER. 


I really believe, that very little of the converſation 
related paſſed between Mr. Chriſtopher and me. But 

it is not neceſſary to my defence to conteſt that point 
with my accuſers. It is enough for me, that my conduct 1 in 


the affair was juſlifiable and proper. 


The charge itſelf admits, that I ſo 1 1 myſelf ; 

with General Tempeſt, as to procure from him a releaſe 

of the Spaniſh priſoners. It alſo appears from the State 
of Facts, that I was not tardy in my application for this 
purpoſe ; the State of Facts repreſenting, that the com- 
plaint was not made to me till the 4th of Augult 177 by. 
and that when Mr. Chriſtopher came to me the next day 

I had obtained a promiſe for releaſe of the Spaniards, 
he only pretence for complaint is, that the redreſs 
I obtained was ſhort of the injury; and that the ſarſapa- 


rilla and other goods, which, from Mr. Chriſtopher's letter 


to me on the ſubject, I underſtood to have been obtained 
for goods valued at twenty-nine pounds two ſhillings and 
\ fix pence Jamaica currency ought to have been alſo 

: returned (2). 
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But I ſubmit to your Lordſhips, that I was well warranted 


in not inſiſting on the reſtoration of the goods.—One of 
my reaſons for ſubmitting to Mr. Chriſtopher's loſs of 


his goods was, that, if I had made a point of this, it would 


have endangered a breach with the Moſquito chief; which 


would have been particularly impolitick in the then ſtate 

of the colony, this affair happening ſo ſoon after the revolt 
of the colony explained in my anſwer to the article of 

charge immediately preceding. This appears even from 


my accuſers; for according to their State of Facts, I 


told Chriſtopher, that I would not break with the 


Moſquito general;” and that © if I did, I ſhould not have 


c one man on the Bank to back me.” Another reaſon 
was, that the trading between Chriſtopher and the Spaniards 
was illicit, all trade between them and us being pro- 
| hibited by the Spaniſh government; which was well 


known to the Muſquito Indians; and conſequently it 8 


a ſubject too delicate for me to go to extremities upon, 
from conſiderations, which will be 1 very obvious to your 


Lordſhips.— The ſmall value of the property ſeized, which 


did not amount to quite twenty guineas ſterling, unleſs I. 

- miſunderſtood Chriſtopher's letter, would; have been alfo 
a reaſon for not puſhing the claim too far with the Moſe 

quito chief, if Kher 2 had been iet. | 


FOURTH INSTANCE. 
The fourth article of the ſecond general head of charge 


imputes to me, 


«© Monopolizing the greateſt part of the Spanim . 


N to his own uſe and advantage, whereby the individuals 
„ of the colony are much injured in their mercantile 


6 intereſt, as well as the public character of ſuperin - 
„„ tendant 
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& tendant diſhonoured and diſgraced, by being degraded 


« into that of a private adventurer; in which character 
s he invades their mercantile liberties and rights, and 
< ſtagnates the courſe of trade within his own channel, 


«& in violation of his duty and the intention of his ap- 
4 pointment, which is certainly and evidently to pro- 
“ mote the good and welfare of the ſettlement.” 5 
Io prove this charge the State of Facts gives the ex- 
tract of a letter alledged to have been written by me to 
Mr. Chriſtopher, and already obſerved upon by me in 
anſwering the charge of ſwearing an affidavit ſome time 
after my arrival on the Shore. The State of Facts alſo 
refers to an affidavit made by Mr, Chriſtopher, to authen- 
ticate his having received ſuch a letter, which 1 Is the only 
2 evidence offered. 


A NS W E R. 


It i 1s ; obſervable, that the charge is not for engaging in 
2. Spaniſh trade as an illicit one. On the contrary it attacks 
me for intruding upon that trade to the prejudice of my 
accuſers. It would then be going beyond the charge, 
if I was to juſtify myſelf againſt being concerned in an 
illicit trade. I ſhall therefore reſerve what I have to fay 
on that head, till I am called upon ſo to do by a charge 
to that effect. | 
The grand points of the charge, L am hw called upon 
to defend myſelf againſt, are monopolizing the trade i in 
queſtion. But if the letter or writing quoted againſt me 
is genuine and unſalſiſied, which I cannot admit till I ſce 
it produced, it would not go one ſtep towards proving Aa” 
monopoly. It would ſimply prove, that to ſome degree I 
was engaged in the trade in queſtion, not that my fhare 
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of the trade was great, and much leſs that I prevented 
others from participating of it. Nay if the letter is to be 


believed, my views were very contracted, more with a 
view to ſupply myſelf and family with cattle, and to en- 


courage the breed of them throughout the ſettlement, 
than for the purpoſe of a general trade; for in one part 


of the alledged letter, it is expreſſed, that © my chief in- 


ce tention was for cattle,” and in another that I wanted a = 


particular ſort of cattle to breed out of. 


The aggravation of this unproved charge of my mono- 


polizing the Spaniſh trade, by repreſenting i it as a degra- 


dation of my office, is eaſily diſpoſed of. Though I was 


under no prohibition to trade, yet I thought it unbecom- 
| ing one in my tation to become a profeſſed trader, But 
I deny that Iever was one, The little trade, I engaged in, 
was to obtain on the eaſieſt terms ſuch things, as were ne- 
ceſſary to the ſupport of me and my family, without being 
dependent on others for the means of ſupply. This, I _ 
| think, cannot be deemed blameable, when it is conſidered, 
that I lived in a country ſo thinly peopled with white ſet- 
tlers, that there were ſcarce more then 200 white perſons in 
the whole; one in which, the moſt neceſſary things were of 
ſuch value, that it was generally a favour to be allowed to 
be the purchaſer of them. Had I not ſo far engaged in 
trade, as was requiſite for ſuch limited purpoſes, my ſalaryas 
ſuperintendant would have ill ſufficed to bear the expences 
of living on the Shore in a manner adequate to my fitua= 
tion as chief of the ſettlement. But even in doing this 66 
nice was I on the ſubject of trade, that I always tranſacted _ 
ſuch matters through other perſons, and never ſuffered my 
own name to be made uſe of. At one time Chriſtopher, 
on whoſe affidavit the charge proceeds, was employed for 


me 


4186 


me to tranſact my ſmall mercantile concerns. When he 
betrayed my confidence, I renounced him, which I pre- 


ſume was the cauſe of his malice to me; and I reſorted to 


others, 0 on whole fidelity [ could have more reliance. 


FIFTH INSTANCE. 


By the fifth article of the ſecond general head of a, accu- 
lation, I am charged with, 
« Deluding the colony with many veoaiifcs of doing 


cc great things, and of employing the contingent money 
44 for the public benefit ; ; whilſt no part of the ſaid con- 
e tingent money has ever been expended for the uſe of 


c the Shore, or ſo much as a buſh cleared ann & at his Ma- 


55 « Jeſty' 8 expence,” 


ANSWER. 


This Sarge: is d accompanied with a ee to the 


State of Facts; but the only thing applicable, in the part 
referred to, is a repetition of the charge as contained in an 
- addreſs to the ende of Jamaica, without « one word of 


evidence to ſupport it. 


The firſt part of the charge i 18 too vague in ite terms to 
bi anſwered. Not ſtating what the promiſes were, by 


which the colony was deluded, it is impoſſible that I ſhould 
7 diſprove the aſſertion. I can only ſay generally, that my : 
views to the good of the ſettlement, by improving its in- 
_ ternal government, and increaſing its importance, ſo much 
as I otherwiſe ſhould have done, were unhappily difap- 
poi by the perverſe diſaffected ſpuit of thoſe who are 


my accuſers. 


The ſecond part of the charge, which aſſerts, that the | 
_— — allowed to the Shore by government for contin= 


eencies, 


er 
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b 
gencies, was not expended for the Shore, and conſequent- 
ly inſinuates, that it was applied for my private uſe, re- 
quires me to anſwer with more harſhneſs. In juſtice to 


my integrity, I am forced to ſay, that the imputation is a 
calumny, not only without any evidence offered to give 
Ita colour, but hazarded with a malevolent deſign to invite 

Sir William Trelawny, with whom they knew me to be | 
on very diſagreeable terms, to join them in an attack on 
this head, and ſo to draw from him ſome ideas to work 


upon, and to ſupply their own want of topics from his 


information. But to his honour he treated this unworthy 
artifice with contempt; and notwithſtanding his differ- 


ences with me, he was of a nature too noble to ſuffer re- 


ſe ent to enſnare bim into a falſe accuſation. Inſtead 


erefore of encouraging my accuſers to perſevere in their 


unjuſt charges of me, he returned for anſwer to their ac- 
cuſatory addreſs a ſevere reprehenſion of themſelves with- 
out ſo much as one word reflecting upon me. But if 
the baſeneſs of the attempt thus operated with one ſo ini- 
mical to me, and at the ſame time ſo capable, from his 


near ſituation and connections, of diſcovering any miſ- 
application of the contingent money, it coming to me 


immediately from and being accounted for with bim, 
ſurely I may expect at leaſt as much credit from the im- 
partiality of your Lordſhips. Should however your Lord- 
ſhips wiſh to inveſtigate, how the contingent money was 


employed, I have not the leaſt objection to it; though L 
think it probable, that a charge of miſapplication, not only 


i unproved by any evidence, but even unexplained by any 


one inſtance, will ſcarce be thought deſerving of fo much 


attention from your Lordſhips. Had there been the leaſt 
- Tom: for attacking me in chis reſpect, it would have been 


eaſy 
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eaſy to have ſlated, wherein I had failed of my duty, my 


accounts of the contingent money never being any ſecret. 


But I ated fo faithfully, and my vouchers were ſo ſatis- 


factor y to Sir William Trelawny, that I never met with 
the leaſt affront from him on this head. As to my not 


doing great things with the contingent money, it was too 
| ſmall to admit of them. The whole ſum was gool. a 
year; and out of this, after the ſalaries to my ſecretary, 


the clergyman and a ſtore-keeper, and allowance of rent, 


were deducted, only 300 1. a year remained for all other 
_ contingencies ; ſuch as particular rewards to Indians, ex- 
cluſive of the general preſents for which there was a di- 
linct fund, hire for veſſels for my many viſits to the va- 
rious parts of the Shore, and every other incidental charge. 
Out of ſo ſmall a fund, and with other calls more ne- 


ceffary to be attended to, how could it be expected, that 


I was to clear the country of buſhes and wood ? Can any 
thing be more unjuſt, than to infer from my not ſo em- 
ploying the e that Wee it was applied for Fwy | 


MO ule i 


SIXTH ARTICLE, 
| The Gxth and laſt article of the ſecond | general bead : 


of charge imputes to me, 


&« 1llegally ſeizing on a Spaniſh veſſel in Black tiver, 


on or about the 17th of October 1770; proceeding 
in her with a loading from the Shore with merchandize, 
and putting her afterwards up in appearance to public 

_ « ſale, whilſt he had bought her in for himſelf, and in- 


10 timated to the colony, that he had the ene of Jo" 


* maica's authority for all mis. | 


AN 
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In the State of Facts the ſame charge is repeated more 


fully from the accuſatory addreſs to Sir William Trelaw- 


ny. But here again, as in the two preceding inſtances, 


not the leaſt evidence is offered, it being plainly intended, 
that the accuſation of my enemies to Sir William, in this 
as in ſeveral other of the articles of charge, ſhould be 
deemed good evidence to ſuſtain the accuſation from the 
fame enemies now before your Lordſhips. 


But I am ſo conſcious of the integrity of my conduct 


in the affair for which I am thus attacked, that, notwith- 
: ſtanding its being a charge without any prooſs, I readily 

conſent to enter into my exculpation with nearly the ſame | 
; formality, as if I had evidence to encounter. | 


That about the time mentioned I did ſeize the Spaniſh 


' veſſel, being a ſmall ſchooner of no more than forty-five 
tons burthen, [ confeſs. But 1 poſitively deny, that ſuch 
ſeizure was, as the accuſation repreſents, illegal. She 
| had been deſerted by the Spaniards in conſequence of an 
attack upon them by the Moſquito Indians, who imme- 
diately made a capture of her. By the Moſquito men ſhe 
was transferred into the poſſeſſion of Mr. Philip Bode, an 
_ Engliſh ſettler, F rom him ] ſeized her for the benefit of 
the Spaniſh owners. At the time I thought, that if 1 
had not interpoſed by this ſeizure to redreſs the injury to 


the Spaniſh owners from this depredation of the Moſ- 


quito men, I ſhould have ill diſcharged my duty as ſuper- 
intendant; the inſtructions, which accompanied my ap- 
pointment, ſpecially requiring me, to make it the con- 
_ « ſtant object of my care, to prevent any attempt that 
6 might tend to diſturb the public peace, whether it 


66 ſhould ariſe on the one hand from any irregular con- 
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ce duct of his Majeſty's ſubjects, or on the other hand 
« from the enmity ſaid to be entertained by the Moſquito 
& Indians to the Spaniards.” Near three weeks before J 
the opportunity of making the ſeizure, I informed Lord 


Hillſborough of my intention, by a letter dated 7th Octo- | 
ber, 1770(a). My ſeizure of the ſchooner was made the 


25th of the ſame month. My certificate to Sir William 
Trelawny of the 11th of December following, when 1 
ſent the ſchooner to him at Jamaica, explained the ſeizure 
to be for the benefit of the Spaniſh owners. In his ſub- 
ſequent correſpondence with me, he entirely approved of 


the ſeizure, particularly in a letter of the 2d June 1771. 


But what moſt expoſes my accuſers for repreſenting the 
ſeizure as illegal is, that the ſame accuſers, in their ac- 
cuſatory addreſs to Sir William Trelawny of the 28th 
September 1771, as it is given in their State of Facts, 
make it a part of their charge, that I was ſo, long: bore 


« I took the leaſt notice of the illegality of the capture” 


by the Moſquito Indians; and leaſt I ſhould derive a me- 


rit from having ſcized her to make reſtitution to the true 


owners, they there ſay, that I was cc at length rouſed” to 
this meaſure by the murmuring of the principal people 


« of the ſettlement.” What an incredible inconſiſtency 
is this between two accuſations from the ſame men! To 
Sir William Trelawny they accuſe me ſor being ſo long 
before I ſeized the Spaniſh veſſel, and aſſume to them- 
ſelves the merit of having urged me to the ſeizure: in 
| the memorial to the Secretary of State for the American. 
. department, the ſame perſons denominate the ſeizure ille- 
gal, and criminate me for making it. But this is not the 


whole. In this contradiction of themſelves, they ale 
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guilty of a falſe aſſertion; for it is not true, though they 


poſitively ſay it, that I was rouſed to make the ſeizure by 
their murmurings between the 17th of October and the 
25th, my intention to ſeize her having been declared to 
Lord Hillſborough ſo early as the 7th of the ſame month, 


being within ten days before the commencement of their 


pretended murmurings (b). At one moment it was groſs 


_ neglect of my duty to poſtpone making the ſeizure : the 
next, making the ſeizure at any time was a ſpecies of oſſi- 
_ cial pyracy and robbery ; for ſo in one of their papers 

have my accuſers termed it. e 


That I proceeded i in the Spaniſh ſchooner with a load- 


ing from the Shore to Jamaica, is alſo true; but under 

| ſuch circumſtances, as render it equally innocent with 
the ſeizure, © was not able to procure people to navigate 
her to the moſt likely place for meeting with her ſuppoſed 
owners; which was not ſurpriſing, as the neareſt Spaniſh 

port Was diſtant ſeveral hundred miles, and it was not to 
be expected, that any perſons would engage in ſuch an 
undertaking, without being ſure of another veſſel to re- 
turn in, which was very uncertain on the coaſt poſſeſſed 7 


by the Spaniards. I therefore was at the expence of ſit- 


ting up the ſchooner, which had been ſtripped of many 
neceſſary things before my ſeizure, and I engaged Mr. 


Iſrael Boardman to carry her to Kingſton in Jamaica, 


that there the caſe might be laid before Sir William Tre- 


lawny, and from him receive proper directions or ob- 
tain ſome means for reſtoring her. All this was ſtated in 


A certificate delivered from me to Sir William, a dupli- 
5 cate e of which. was alſo given to the colleQr of the cul- 5 
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toms at Jamaica (c). As to my loading the veſſel for my 


own uſe, with which I am reproached, the things I ſent 


by her were eighteen mahogany planks and two hundred 
and forty-ſix mahogany boards; which, as the mahogany 


on the Shore differs from Jamaica mahogany in being 


very buoyant, ſerved as ballaſt, and at the ſame time 
gave ſome ſecurity to a very ſuſpicious bottom. The 
freight of theſe things did not amount to forty pounds | 


ſterling; and ſo far was I from ſeeing any impropriety 
in thus loading the veſſel with uſeful things inſtead of 


mere ballaſt, that a regular bill of lading was made out N 


by Mr. Boardman, the maſter who navigated her to 
Jamaica, with the uſual charge of freight, that it might 


appear what the veſſel carried, and be accounted for after 
deducting my own expences in fitting her out, on reſti- 


tution of her to the Spaniſh owners (4). | My taking my 
paſſage in her, as I had then an occaſion to go to Jamaica 
on the buſineſs of my office, was, I conceive a circum- 
ſtance of no conſequence whatever; for what material 
difference could it make, whether J went in the ſchooner 


or paid a trifle to go in another veſſel? When I arrived ae”. 


Jamaica, I immediately ſubmitted the cafe to Sir William 
Trelawny ; and though he did not act according to my 
expectation, yet he was far from imputing the leaſt cri- 


minality to me, as appears by his letter to me of the 2d 
of June. In this letter he ſays, that &© the Spaniards were 


certainly injured by the Moſquito-men in the capture,” 
and that“ they were again injured by Mr. Bode the 

_ ** Engliſh merchant,” from whom I took the veſſel. : 

| But Sir William in | the: lame letter, when be comes s to 
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my conduct, avoids every imputation ; merely obſerving 
from the previous circumſtances, that the Spaniards © would 


d with difficulty conceive the neceſſity of my bringing 


ce the ſchooner to Jamaica,” without a word expreſſive of 


his own diſapprobation, but on the contrary, hinting, that 
the ſteps I had taken might be juſtified “ by a detail « 
2» local and temporary motives (e).” 


My returning to the Shore in the ſchooner with mer- 


chandize, which is the next fact of the charge, was 
_ equally free from criminality with my going in her to 


Jamaica. Sending her back was unavoidable becauſe the 


_ governor of Jamaica, greatly to my vexation and diſap- 
pointment, did not chooſe to take the charge of the veſſel. 
In this ſituation, if I had not reſolved to have her carried - 
| back to the Shore, I muſt have left her to drift about the 
| barbour i in Jamaica ; and therefore I preferred the former. 
I allo took the opportunity of making my own paſſage in 
| her; but I am yet to diſcover, how it can be made cri- 
minal. As to the merchandize my accuſers ſpeak of, it 
| principally was the property of other perſons, particular- 


ly ſome of my accuſers, i in whoſe favour I authoriſed the 


| maſter to take ſuch goods ready for the Shore as ſo ſmall 
a a veſſel could carry, without charging any freight. The 
| remainder of her little cargo conſiſted of the Moſquito | 
5 preſents and things belonging to myſelf, which were not 
of conſequence e to make the freight worth calcu- 
L lating, 


The aſſertion, that after my return "From ſansien 1 in 8 


| appearance put the Spaniſh ſchooner up to fale, but in 
: truth n her in for et, is e y groundleſs. / 


000 aus. No. 40, 41 and 42. | 
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On my coming back to the Shore, I found myſelf under 
the ſame difficulty of ſending the ſchooner to the Spaniſh 
owners, as before; and beſides her condition was ſo bad, 
that her bottom was already more than half eat up by the 
worms. Not knowing, thereſore, how to act more for 
the advantage of the Spaniſh owners, I determined to ſell 
her for their benefit. She was accordingly ſold by outcry 
the 21ſt March 1771; and Mr. John Smith, being the 
| higheſt bidder, became the purchaſer for 661. Jamaica 
currency. On the 29th of the ſame month I wrote to Mr. 
Bode a letter, to be carried by him to the teniente or Spa- 
niſh commandant of Carpenter's River; by which Mr. 
Bode was deſired to inform the teniente of the ſale and of 
the reaſons of it; and at the ſame time to ſignify, that! 
was ready to pay the purchaſe money to the Spaniſh own- 
ers at any time, after deduction of ſome trifling expences 
I had been at in the ſale, on their ſending proper creden- 
tials (J). This fale to Mr. Smith was not a colourable 
one, but bona fide and ſolely on his own account; of which 
he not only made oath afterwards at Jamaica, but alſo ſub- 


ſcribed a ſolemn declaration to filence ſome ill-natured 


inſinuations on the Shore to my prejudice. This latter : 


paper is in very ſtrong terms; Mr. Smith thereby ſolemn- 


ly declaring, that © he never received any direction or 
« hint directly or indireQly, or any wiſe colluſively, 
* from Robert Hodgſon, Eſq. to buy the ſchooner, either 
for him, himſelf, or any other perſon ;* ;” and that he 
was ready to make his afhdavit of this, whenever it ſhould 
be thought neceſſary, Alſo both the affidavit (g) and 
this declaration (h) the firſt BOG. dated . June 177 ly 
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and the ſecond the 24th keltowing, are ready to be pro- 
duced to your Lordſhips. 

The only other part of the charge is my having inti- 

mated, that I had the governor of Jamaica's authority for 


all this. I anſwer, that Ihad a right to avail myſelf of the 


governor of Jamaica's authority, in one part of the tranſ- 
action; namely in an offer I made to pay to the Spaniſh 
owners the full value of the ſchooner at the time of her 


capture ; and that I never pretended to have had his au- 
thority for any thing farther in the aflair. At firſt I ſig- 


vified in the manner before mentioned to the teniente of 
Carpenter's River, that I was ready to pay the purchaſe 


money, for which Mr. Smith bought the veſſel. But a- 
terwards Sir William Trelawny ſent me a letter, i in which i 
he poſitively directed me to acquaint the teniente of Car- 
penter's River, that I was ready to pay to the former owners 
the full value of the ſchooner at the time of capture, 
without any deduction whatever. In conformity to this. 
direction, I wrote to the teniente the Iſt July 1771, not 
only to pay the full value at the time of capture; but 
alſo to ſend back the ſchooner in part of ſuch value, if che 
owners ſhould chooſe it (4), On receiving from me a copy | 
of this letter, Sir William Trelawny was pleaſed to return 
for anſwer, that my letter to the teniente had 6 his full 
4 approbation BY. 


With this ſirth 1 the ſecond general head of 


charge concludes the memorial of the 12th of November 
— 07738 ſo far as it is accuſatory of me. In the remainder 
of it, my accuſers are wholly occupied in exculpating 

; themſelves, for new revolts from the King $ governments 
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and for new confederacies to continue a government and 
courts of their own erection. To effect this, they attempt 
to throw the chief blame of their proceedings on two ſuc- 
ceſſive governors of Jamaica; in the fiſt inſtance on Sir 
William Trelawny, in the ſecond on Lieutenant Gov. 
Dalling. 
In ſtrictneſs I am not bound to purſue my accuſers 
through this part of their firſt memorial. But I beg leave 
not to quit them; not only for the ſake of doing juſtice to. 
the characters of the two governors ſo injuriouſly attacked; 
but alſo in order to exhibit my accuſers in their true co- 
lours throughout, and thus guard your Lordſhips againſt 
giving faith to any of their repreſentations. 
After their articles of charge againſt me, the memorial 8 
5 ſtates, that all of them accompanied an addreſs of the colony 10 
the governor of Jamaica dated the 28th of September 1771 ; 
and that this addreſs requeſted his interpoſition in favour 
of their violated rights and to reſtore peace and tranqui- 
lity, which would never probably take place, whilſt I had 
authority over them; and alſo explained their wiſhes to 
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| have his orders through any other perſon rather than me. 

It is added in the State of Facts, that this addreſs to Sir 

William Trelawny was ſigned by twenty-ſix of the co- 
lony, being nearly the ſame perſons as now accuſe me. 


I he memorial next proceeds to ſtate, how the charges 
againſt me and their requeſts t to Sir William Trelawsy | 
were received by him. 

II their charges of me bad been well Bendel it was 

babe poſlible to have choſen a judge to have heard them, 


wich more opportunity from nearneſs of ſituation to, and 
from continual intercourſe with, the Shore, to diſcover the 
truth; I may add with more inducements of parüality to 


1 
Ke 
£82 
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the accuſers, with leſs favour to the accuſed. I was on er- 
tremely indifferent terms with Sir William. From my 
firſt coming to tbe Shore, we had been engaged in diſ- 
agreeable altercations. He was diſpleaſed with my having 


an appointment as ſuperintendant of the Shore, from the 


crown; the nomination in the inſtance immediately pre- 
cedent having been leſt to the governors of Jamaica. A 


controverſy had ariſen between him and me on the ex- 


tent of my powers, and the degree of my dependency on 


his government. In the courſe of the diſpute, I had ex- 
perienced ſome acrimony from him; and even when it 
was ſettled, I felt, that it had impreſſed his mind with 
ſome prejudices againſt me.—On the other hand there 


had not been any cauſe for difference between him and 


my accuſers ; but till their addreſs againſt me there was 


every appearance of his having an x amicable. correſpon- 
dence with them. 


My accuſers were not blind to the rügte they 524 


; over me, from making Sir William Trelawny the judge | 


of their complaints. This is evident from the principal 


topicks of accuſation, which, having an immediate refe- 
fa—ance to ſubjects of paſt differences between Sir William 


and me, were adapted to operate on his prejudices and 


to unite him in the ſame cauſe with themſelves. Of 
this ſort are the articles of the charge for acting as in 
dependent legiſlator and governor; each aiming to point 


at the controverſy about my dependency on Sir William's 


government, and to intereſt him ſtill more warmly in 


their favour by falſely imputing to me the moſt diſte- 


ſpectful ſpeeches about himſelf. Moſt, if not all, of the 


articles for my acting as juſtice of the peace and chief 


magiſtrate will be found to have a like connection; for 
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the former appeared to be an encroachment on his com- 
miſſion of the peace, the latter touched upon his claim 
of ſuperiority over me. The charge about my ſeizing 
| the Spaniſh ſchooner is another example to the ſame 
effect. They knew, that Sir William had not acted ac- 
cording to my wiſhes, when I ſent the veſſel to Jamaica 
and therefore they preſumed, that he would chearſully 
_ liſten to a charge, which was founded upon that meaſure, 
But this artifice, to make Sir William a party in the 
cauſe in which they addreſſed him as a judge, miſcarried. 
_ His good ſenſe and integrity would not ſuffer him to be 
the inſtrument of injuring me in ſuch eſſential points, 


as the ruin of character and deprivation of office, without 


having committed any « crime to ſorſeit either. Capt. Lynn, . 
whom, accordin g to my accuſers, Sir William ſent to inquire 
into the ſtate of the Shore, received their complaints, and 
took aflidavits in ſupport of them. But when they were 
laid before Sir William, and he had conſidered them, he diſ- 
covered, that thoſe, who accuſed me, were themſelves 
the offenders; and that their whole accuſation was nothing ; 
| better than a device to ſhift upon me, the blame of their 
own preſumptions and unwarrantable preceedings, n 
diſclaming the legal magiſtracy, and erecting a new one 
in its ſtead. Seeing their accuſation in this point of view, 
he did not deem it neceſſary to call upon me for my de- 
fence, or even to give me notice that there were any 
charges; and inſtead of complying with their requeſts 
againſt me, he ſtrongly reprehended them in the words 
already quoted ſrom his ſecretary's letter of the Sth of 
| January. 1772, 0 Mr. Hewlett 5 
Offended with this reception of their exioinat TE 
againſt, me, and to a their ſubſequent conduct, my 
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( 99 ) 
aceuſers ſay, that the governor of Jamaica * never afford- 
ed them any redreſs.” The real truth is, that he did 
redreſs the only grievances, which, in his opinion, exiſted 
on the Shore ; the grievance from the want of a lawful 
magiſtracy, the grievance from the exerciſe of an uſurped 
one, both which he in effect told my accuſers were the 
offspring of their own miſdeeds. As a cure for both, 
he ſent a new commithon of the peace to the Shore; 

with an injunction in his ſecretary's letter to Mr. Hewlett, 
| that he ſhould uſe his utmoſt endeavours * to prevent 
any ill conſequences” from their illegal judicial pro- 
ceedings, after forcing from me the quietus of the old 
| commiſſion (7). . 55 
Both in their firſt memorial and in their: State of Fats, 
my accuſers ſay, that Sir William treated their complaints 
againſt me with « fjlent neglect.” But was it a neglect | 
of their complaints to ſend, as they ſay, to receive them, | 
to ſend to take aſſidavits in ſupport of them ! Was it a 
neglec to give them, what they confeſs in one of their 
memorials, a ſolemn full and Judical hearing? Was it a 
ſllent neglect to reprimand them by letter? Was it a filent 
neglect to tell them, that the only exiſting grievance | 
proceeded, not from me the accuſed, but from them 
the accuſers? Was it a /ilent neglect to inform them 
that he had ſent a new commiſſion as the proper re- 
dress ;, | 
Your Lordſhips, 1 truſt, will ſee, that there is no 
better reaſon for terming all this ſilent neglect, than that 
it amounted to a ſtrong and pointed deciſion vain thoſe, 0 
who ſo improperly miſname it, | - 


(n) See Appendix, 51. | | 
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Theſe complaints againſt Governor Trelawny are n 


ſure prelude to more miſdeeds of my accuſers ; it being 
their conſtant practice to affect being accuſers of others, 
| when they adminiſter cauſe of accuſation againſt them 
ſelves. Before it ſerved their purpoſe to criminate me; 
becauſe they ſaw it was impoſſible for me to avoid repre- 
ſenting their outrages. It next becomes convenient to 


attack him; as well becauſe he had condemned them 
for their prior conduct, as becauſe they were at a loſs 


for any other way of excuſing their ſubſequent enormities. 


Accordingly the next fac they ſtate in their firſt me- 


morial is, that the new commiſſion of the peace ſent by 
Sir William Trelawny was rejected; and that a ſufficient 

number of perſons could not be found to make a quorum 

to act under it. Their memorial of the 14th June 1775 


is yet more explicit, avowing, that they adhered to the 


police before eſtabliſhed, when they erected themſelves 
into a body politic; and that they “ continned” under 
their own ſyſtem of “ magiſtracy.“ For thus perſevering 
in an unlawful magiſtracy, inſtead of accepting a lawſul 
one; they gave no other reaſon than that they were diſ- 
guſted by what they call Sir William Trelawny's “ /ilent 
e negle?” of their complaints; but which I have proved 
to have been a decided condemnation of the complainants, 
on their own ſhewing, in language the moſt pointedly 
reprehenſive of their conduct, and accompanied with 
an effectual remedy for che anarchy they had both cauſed 


and complained of. 
The next fat ſtated i in the memorial of Noveniber ; 


1773 is, that, about June in that year, Governor Trelaw- 


ny being dead, a freſh commiſſion of the peace arrived 
n Hiewtenamt Governor fone But this mark of 


atteN- | 
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attention my accuſers call a freſh inſtance and even con - 


« tempt of the colony's ſupplications for redreſs ;” for 
which they give as a reaſon, that I was placed at the head 


of the commiſſion, whom they deſcribe to have been 


« ſo. long the averſion of the colony.” Would not any 


perſon from this language ſuppoſe, that their ſupplications 


to Mr. Dalling had been wholly aimed at me? Could 
any one imagine, that not one of thoſe ſupplications related 5 


to me or my conduct; and that, inſtead of being the ob- 
17 5 ject of the colony's averſion, inſtead of being the ſubject 


of their repreſentations, I was the perſon, who at their 
requeſt aſſiſted in framing their addreſs to Governor Dal- 


ling, who at their requeſt conveyed it to him, and gave : 
it all the ſupport in my power ? Is it not incredible, that 
what they call a contempt of their ſupplications was in 
truth a full compliance with every one of them? Yet all 
theſe things are ſo; nay the proof is ſo eaſy and invin- 
cible, that no ingenuity, no rhetoric, can ſave my acculers 
from the diſgrace of a ſucceſſion of the morn witten 
: ſentations. 


In the beginning of 1773, the people i in general, 7 | 


ſirous to return to a proper conduct, looked up to me 
with hopes, that I would aſſiſt in extricating the colony 


from the diſtreſſes, in which the want of a legal ma- 


giſtracy had ſo much contributed to involve them. On 
this happy turn, even Captain Lawrie and four other prin- : 
cipal perſons amongſt my accuſers, though the leaders 

of the body politic, condeſcended, or rather found them- 
| ſelves forced, to aſk leave to conſult with me on the wel- 
fare of the country. I have their letter to this effect, 


dated the 26th January 1773 (). From a great eager- 
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neſs to fall into a plan of healing paſt diſputes, and re- 
ſtoring a legal government to the Shore, I complied wich 


theit requeſt, and aſſi ſted to methodize a letter, which 


they were writing to Governor Dalling. On the 28th 


January I returned their letter with my alterations; and 
the ſame day I had a ſecond letter from Captain Lawrie 


and five others, in which they acknowledged having re- 


queſted me to aſſiſt them, and declared themſelves <* much 
* obliged” to me for what I had done (p). Was this 


treating me as if I was the colony's averſion? In a few - 
days after, the propoſed letter of addreſs to Governor Dal- 
ling being adjuſted, it was ſubſcribed by Captain Lawrie, 
and Meſlrs. Bode, Perkins, Liſter, Dodgſon and Bourke, 


all now accuſers of me, and alſo by Mr. John Pitt, as 


the ſenſe of the principal inhabitants of the colony. This 
letter, which is dated in January, after preſenting a ſtrong 
picture of the diſtreſs and anarchy on the Shore; contained 


two requeſts. One was for © a new commiſſion of the 


peace, nominating ſuch perſons for juſtices as might 
do credit to their appointment,” in reſpect to which 


: they expreſſed that as he could not be fo well informed 


« of them in Jamaica,” they preſumed, © he would ra- 
© ther receive his intelligence from thoſe who were more 
immediately acquainted with them,” words clearly im- 


plying that I was the perſon, who was to point out, who 


were proper perſons for the new commiſhon. The other 
_ requeſt was, that he would give his authority for their 


electing annually a council of legiſlature and appeal, 


ſuch as is pointed out by the very act of his Majeſty's 
council of 14th June 1744, for the bay of Honduras, on 
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1 I had grounded my propoſal to them on my a 
coming to the Shore. The letter then profeſſed to leave 


much of the colony's matters, particularly the ſtate of 
their militia, to my repreſentations ; and concluded with 
a declaration, that Governor Dalling's “ approbation” of 


theſe propoſals * would in their opinion make a diſtracted 
„ ſettlement happy, and they “ would always“ be de- 
voted to him“ with the utmoſt gratitude and the moſt 


&* profound reſpect (9). — This well conſidered letter, : 


which was intended to obliterate all remembrance of the 


paſt, I delivered to Governor Dalling immediately on my 


arrival at Jamaica; and he proved, how pleaſing this 


change of diſpoſition in the ſettlement was to him; for he 


| moſt handſomely conformed to the whole of their requeſts 5 

without the leaſt reſerve. 'T bat he fo aQed will appear 

from his anſwer, which is dated the 19th of April, 1773. 
and addreſſed to the ſame perſons, as had ſubſeribed the 
letter to him. In this anſwer he tells them, that © he 
„ was ready to concur with them i in remedying the evils 

© they complained of;“ that for e that purpoſe he would _ 
* agreeably to their requeſt, iſſue a new commiſſion of the 


& peace, and nominate ſuch perſons as I ſhould recom- 


mend fit for and who ſhould do credit to the appoint- 
4 ment;” that © he much approved of their intending to 
& elect annually twelve perſons to be as a council for the 

„ ſeveral purpoſes mentioned in their letter; and farther 
chat he ſhould direct the military arrangement from re- 
e preſentations of me the ſuperintendant, not only becauſe 
 * they deſired it, but becauſe he had a full dependence 

5 6 on my ee ſincerity, and attention to. the good of 


; 00 App. No. 46 | 


the 


( 104 
et the ſettlement committed to his charge.” Tt concludes 
with the words following: © As nothing can afford me 
4 higher ſatisfaction, than having an opportunity of ren- 
« dering your ſituation eaſy and happy, I muſt in a par- 
0 ticular manner recommend a due and proper ſubordi- 
© nation to the ſuperintendant; and a bearty concurrence 
& with each other in every thing that may appear for the 
© publick good; and as I think it proper for his Majeſty's 
4 ſervice. to ſupport him in all lawful authority, ſo ſhall 
„J always be ready to | give attention to the juſt com- 
& plaints of the people and redreſs their grievances ; and 
ce ſhould there ariſe at any time, which J hope there will 
& not, any cauſe of complaint, 1 beg you will make me 
& acquainted with it immediately, and not through any 
© perſon or agent here (r).“ With this encouraging and | 
explicit letter governor Dalling ſent a new commiſſion - 
of the peace with my name at the head * it as e . 
rotulorum (s). | 8 
| It is now time to intreat your Lordſhips to 3 
| theſe uneontrovertible truths, with the miſrepreſentations of 
my accuſers. They inſinuate, that my miſconduct was 
the ſubje& of their ſupplications to governor Dalling. 
But their own letter to him proves againſt themſelves, 
that not one of their ſupplications, not one of their com- 


plaints, was levelled at me, They deſcr ibe me as the co- 


lony's greateſt averſion at the time of ſending their 
ſupplications to governor Dalling. But their own let- 
ter proves, that the colony at that very time repoſed their 
chief confidence in me; that I was the perſon, who by 
their own deſire aſſiſted in framing their ſupplications, 


who 


© 
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* 
4 
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„„ 
who by their own defire, was perſonally inſtructed to convey 

thoſe ſupplications and to ſupport them by my repreſenta- 
tions, They repreſent it as an inſult to them to name me in 


the commiſſion of the peace. Vet their own letter proves, 
that I was the perſon to whom they particularly referred go- 


vernor Dalling for proper perſons to fill the commiſſion _ 
with.— They charge Mr. Dalling with a neglect and con- 


tempt of their ſupplications : but it is proved, that he 


granted every one of them. They aſked for a new com- 
miſſion of the peace; and he ſent them one. They de- 
fired him to conſult with me the ſuperintendant about the 
perſons proper for this commiſſion ; and he accordingly 


did conſult with me, and named thoſe. I recommended, PE, 
adding me to the number, as well out of reſpe& to my 
_ office on the Shore, as becauſe the ſettlement, by in- 
truſting me in preference to all others, appeared to Mr, 
Dalling to have moſt confidence in me, They requeſted 
his authority for electing a council; and he complieds 

by turning his approbation of the meaſure. They tell 
him, that they had left much of the colony's matters, 
particularly the ſtate of the militia, to my repreſentations; 


and he anſwered that he had directed the military ar- 
rangements from my repreſentations ; not merely, becauſe. 


he was pleaſed to think favourably of me, but alſo be- 


cauſe they defired it.— Thus your Lordſhips ſee that the 


real ſtate of the caſe is moſt completely the reverſe of 
what my accuſers repreſent ; for they ſay, that he treated 
| every one of their ſupplications with neglect and con- 


tempt; but the fact is, that he literally granted every 


one of them, in the moſt handſome, the moſt obliging, 


and the moſt explicit manner. Nay he even went be- 


: Jorg. their preſent ſupplications, encouraging them to 


” more 


(306 3: © 


more, by a moſt liberal promiſe to he always ready to 
hear future complaints and redreſs future grievances 
and urging them, if any cauſe of complaint ſhould 
ariſe, to give him the moſt immediate information of 
It (:). | 
But here it may 3 aſked, "hs ſhould my accuſers 
thus unjuſtly charge governor Dalling with neglect and 
contempt of their ſupplications? 

The next paſſage in their memorial of November 177 73 
will lead to an anſwer to this queſtion; and ſhews, that 
they caluminate him, to hide their own moſt illegal and 
violent meaſures; for it acknowledges, that they rejected 
the new commiſſion of the peace, which governor Dalling 
| had granted at their own requeſt 3 refuſed to act under 
"V3 and as 1 ſhall preſently have occaſion to prove to your 

Lordſkips, plunged into a more ſerious, a more wanton, 
2 more extenſive, a more criminal, a more aggravated, . 
and alſo a much longer continued revolt, than that, from 
| the anarchy of which they the moment before had ſo 
carneſtly intreated governor Dalling to deliver the colony. 

In their firſt memorial, and their State of Facts, they 
| mply Rate, that, from reſentment of my being named at 
the head of the new commiſſion of the peace, only one 
beſides myſelf could be prevailed upon to act; in conſe- 
quence of which the 8 was as void of order as 
before. e 
But this can convey little idea of what really paſſed; 
| and as the tranſactions, which followed governor Dal- 
ling's ſending a new commiſſion of the Peace, were the 
due cauſe of criminating me to bis ety, by a revival 
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df the ſtale accuſations addreſſed two years before to Sir 


William Trelawny, it is very proper, that your Lord- 
ſhips ſhould be rightly informed of them, | 

It was on the 7th of May 1773, that I arrived on the 
Moſquito Shore from Jamaica with governor Dalling's 
anſwer to the requeſts of the colony, and the new com- 


miſſion of the peace. The new commiſhon was imme- 


diately put into force, and every juſtice named in it ex- 
cept one qualified (a). On the 12th of the ſucceeding 1 
June, a council of legiſlators and appeal was elected by 


the colony (v), though not altogether in the regular man- 


ner I could have wiſhed. On the 21ſt of the ſame month 
the elected perſons met, and, without the leaſt previous 


9 notice, ſuddenly requeſted to ſee me; and when J was 
with them unexpectedly produced the form of an oath of 
office, which they required me inſtantaneouſly to admi- . 

niſter to them, I declined ſo doing, till I had conſidered . 
it, and then left them. This produced a letter the ſame 
day, in which they termed my taking time to con- 


ſider the propoſed oath a denial (x); but 1 immediate- 


ly wrote in anſwer, that it was improper to call my 
taking time to conſider a denial, and propoſed a far- 
ther meeting to ſettle the matter on the 25th (y), which 
Vas conſented to (z). A meeting took place accordingly, 


when I ſignified, that I thought their form not expreſſed 


with due preciſion, nor ſo as to give an adequate idea of 
their office, and therefore offered a ſketch of one prepared 
by myſelf, Afterwards the meeting broke up, with an ex- 
pectation on my part, from what paſſed, that I ſhould ſoon 
hear of their final reſolve to accept of ſuch an oath as I had 


(u) App. No. 70. G&) App. No, 61, 63, 65. (ﬆ) App. No. 61, 
(3). App. No. 62. (e App No. 63. 
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propoſed. But on the 1ſt or 1 of 1 uly it appeared, that 


they had determined to reject both the oath firſt offered by 
_ themſelves and the one J bad framed, in the place of which 

they ſent me a new form of oath, containing very extra- 
ordinary matter. It began, like other of their public papers 
now with me, with mentioning the letter to Governor 


Dalling for his authority to elect a council, and the letter he 
wrote in approbation of the meaſure, Then it was re- 


cited, that © it is directly contrary to the principles of the 
„ Britiſh conſtitution, for Britiſh ſubjects in any ſettlement, 
to be there bound by laws made by an afſembly in any 
c other ſettlement or colony, when the ſaid ſubjeQts ſo 
| & hound or attempted to be bound has no legal reprefen- 
. tatives of their own eleCting.” It next recited, that the 
elected counſellors © conceived their duty in their legiſla- 
tive capacity to be more full and extenſive than that of 
e any council they were acquainted with.” This was fol- 
| lowed with a pompous expoſition, why they were ſo ſupe- 5 
rior to all other legiſlatures, and then came their idea, 
what was the nature of the judiciary power of the council. 
It farther expreſſed, that they . were filled with a due ſenſe 


© of the important truſt, by the people committed to them 


&« of forming the firſt ſyſtem of government, in manner 
* aforeſaid, ſor the peace, policy, and good order of this 
valuable and extenſive country; as yet without any ge- 
© vernor or council appointed by his Majeſty.” At length - 
the inſtrument concluded with a ſolemn ſwearing toad 
© and conduct themſelves, while of the council of the 5 
& people as aforeſaid, conſormably to all theſe their deli- 
berate and foregoing recited ſentiments.” Such was 
| the oath which they propoſed for my approbation, as ap- 
_ pears from a copy, which Mr, Farrel, who then acted as 


my 


2 
8 
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my ſecretary, made, whit the original was left with 


me (a). I was immediately ſtruck with ſeveral ſtrong : 
objections to the oath, excluſive of its leſſer improprieties. 


It evidently aimed to reject the laws of Jamaica, which in 
practice at leaſt had been long received on the Shore, on 


the principle of the colony's not being properly repreſent 


ed in the aſſembly; a principle which indireQly ſtruck at 
the ſupremacy of the Britiſh parliament ; to neither of 
which ideas had I any right to give any approbation i in my 


| official character, even though they had been my private 
| ſentiments. The poſitively aſſerting, that the Shore was 


without any governar appointed by the King, ſtruck both 


at the governor of Jamaica and myſelf. As he claimed to 
be governor paramount, and that claim had been reco gniz- 
ed in the controverſy about my dependency ; and as by 


my office of ſuperintendant and commander in chief of 


the Shore, I was at leaſt a dependent governor under the 
King's appointment, I could not conſiſtently with my 


duty concur in an oath, which declared that the King had 


not any governor for the Shore. Theſe and other excep- 

tions to the propoſed oath were too ſerious to be waved; - 
nor, when it was ſent to me, did I conceive it to be any 
thing more, than a declaration of intended hoſtilities. 
However the requiſition to adminiſter it was repeated by 


a letter of the 16th July from fix of the elected counſel. 


15 lors (5); ; my anſwer to which, dated the next day, contain» 


ed ſuch objections to the oath, as were ſufficient to take 
away all pretence for ſuppoſing that I ſhould ever concur | 


in it (c). Here the correſpondence ended, and it ſoon ap- 


peared, that there was a deeply concerted ſcheme for in- 5 
volving che ſettiement 1 in a new revolt, of the moſt alarm- 


(a App. No, 64, 0 App. No. 1 00 App. No, 66. 
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ing kind. The flame burſt out in the September following. 
In the latter end of that month I attempted to hold a quar- 
ter- ſeſſion of the juſtices. But my accuſers and their ad- 


berents effectually prevented it. Some of thoſe; who were 


in the new commiſſion of the peace from governor Dal- 


ling, though they had before qualified under it, now not 


only refuſed to act, but joined others in reſolving to ſet 
both the governor of Jamaica, and me, and all lawful au- 


thority, at defiance. They acknowledge having rejected 


the new commiſſion of the peace in the memorial I am 
now anſwering, and having declared it of no force. They | 


acknowledge a great deal more, in the memorial of June 
1775, namely, that they reſolved to elect annual magiſ- 
trates and juſtices for the Shore; that five were actually 


elected; that theſe five actually held courts and adminif- 


| tered juſtice; that it was the determination to continue 
this illegal government without regard to the governor of 
Jamaica, till the King's pleaſure ſhould be known; that, 
_ notwithſtanding the promulgation of a proclamation i in the 
| King's name from governor Dalling (d), in December 1773, 
diſſolving the council elected in June, and prohibiting 5 


the election. of any other council, they boldly perſevered | 


in their uſurped powers; and farther, that a few days af- 


they publiſhed an inſtrument, by which the illegal magif- 5 


tracy was confirmed, and it was prohibited to act under 
any other authority for two years to come, or until the 
King ſhould eſtabliſh a government; the latter part of 
which alternative was clearly an artful ſalvo, to prevent the 
idea of having wholly renounced their ,allegiance to the 
crown. So much is confeſſed by my accuſers themſelves; to 
which I beg leave to add, that the uſurpers violently diſpoſ- 
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feſſed the legal magiſtracy of its place of meeting ; that they 


| ſeized the records, which, as cuſtos rotulorum, I had a 


right to the cuſtody of; that the election and ſwearing in of 
their elected magiſtrates was accompanied with ſo much 
drunkenneſs, drawing down cannon from Captain Lawrie's 


to the King's Houſe, and other acts of riot and clamour; 
that they treated governor Dalling's proclamation in the 


name of the King with the utmoſt deriſion and inſult; and 
that Captain “Lawrie with ſome others of my accuſers, denied 


the whole of my power and authority as ſuperintendant; 


and ſaid, that 1 had none, and that they did not approve of 


my commiffion. All this I can prove as well by a letter 
written to me at the time by a reſpectable clergyman, who 
= was a ſpeCtator of the inſult and diſorders, as by other evi - 
dence. Tour Lordſhips alſo will ſoon ſee, that this deſpe- ; | 
rate uſurpation of the powers of government was conti- 
nued till the beginning of 1776; Sir Baſil Keith, who was 


become governor of Jamaica, having iſſued a proclamation 
in the King's name againſt this and other enormities, as 


late as the 20th of December 1775 (d). 


With the prelude to the ſecond revolt concludes the 


firſt memorial of the 11th of November 1773. From 


its being dated at London, it will ſhew, that the in- 
ſtructions for it muſt have been manufactured and ſent 
from the Shore a conſiderable time before the revolt was 


completed, which was not till ſome time in September, 
Conſequently my accuſers were ſecretly fabricating a 


ſiniſter attack upon my character and perſon, and actually 5 
diſpatched their emiſſary Mr. Gilibert, with the neceſſary 
inſtructions, whilſt they were openly tranſacting with me 

on me affairs of the Shore, though with ſome appearance 


90 App. No. 73. ; 
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of different ſentiments, not with an avowal of having with- 
drawn that high confidence which they repoſed in me, 
when I undertook to convey their wiſhes to Governor Dal- 
ling. Thus the injuſtice of a ſalſe accuſation was aggra- 
vated as well by the perfidy with which it was made, 
as by the criminality of the revolt, to excuſe which it was 
projected. Almoſt a like concealment attended their firſt 
| accuſation of me to Sir William Trelawny, two years 
before this ſecond attack; and ſo unſuſpicious was I of 
what they were doing in both inſtances, that, notwith- 
| ſtanding the long intervening time, I did not know of 
either accuſation till above half a year after the ſecond, 
when Sir Bafil Keith was ſo good as to honour 1 me with 
afriendly communication of them, | | 


THE 


THE 
ACCUSATORY 


MEMORIA L 


The 1% of June 1775, conſidered and 


5 anſwered. 


% 


T lag n waded diongh the accuſatory 
memorial of the 11th of November 1773, and its 
faithful echo and companion, the State of Facts; I now 
come to the TOY a me of the 34h of June 
1775. . . 
This memorial was s apparently deligned to haſten d 
deciſion againſt me, on che e in the memorial 7 
of November 1773. 
For that purpoſe it beging with . chat the com- 
: plaints in the memorial of November 1773, were fully 
and completely proved by the original evidence of the 
facts therein charged upon him.” It adds, that this 
evidence was tranſmitted” to the Secretary of State of 
the American department % in November 1773, by the 
« council of Jamaica, who had ſat as a board of enquiry _ . 
on the reciprocal complaints of the ſuperintendant and 
8; the inhabitants of the Shore, aſter having been furniſhed - 
;.06; with every information as to the preſent ſtate of the 
colony. '—In defending myſelf againſt the memorial of 
November 1773) I have hitherto taken for granted, that 
. 


| chere 
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there were ſuch proofs as are referred to in that memorial 
and the accompanying State of Facts; and that they are 
not miſrepreſented by my accuſers. Even too on that 
ſuppoſition, I do ſubmit to your Lordſhips on the grounds 
already ſtated, that either the proofs are clearly counter- 
| aCted by more powerful evidence, or the faQts proved, 
being explained, do not in any one inſtance fix upon me 
the criminality eſſential to the particular charge in queſ- 
tion. On the contrary, I truſt, that there will be found 
a moſt remarkable defect of proof to ſuſtain the charges | 
againſt me; that I have convicted my accuſers, frequently 
out of their own mouths of a ſeries of the moſt groſs miſ- 
repreſentations, inconſiſtencies, and contradictions z that 
throughout I have manifeſted the integrity of my own 
actions, leaving myſelf with no other reſponſibility, than 
for involuntary errors of judgment; and farther, that 1 
have proved my accuſers not only to be the real criminals, 
but alſo to have been treated as ſuch by three ſucceſſive 
- governors of Jamaica, and their charges of me to be 
| nothing better than fabrications to excuſe their own miſ- 
conduct.— But the real fact is, that I have not yet been 
able to ſee one of the proofs referred to in the State of 
Facts; and notwithſtanding the aſſertion that they were 
__ tranſmitted here! in November 1773, by the council of 
Jamaica, on enquiry I have reaſon to doubt, whether to 
this moment they bare ever reached his Majeſty' s mi- 
niſters The only evidence againſt me, which has come 
to my knowledge, is near two months later in date than 
the memorial of November 1773» being the ſingle affidavit 
of Mr. Bartholomew Gilibert, one of the moſt active of 
my aceuſers, and the emillary. who was ſent to London by 


. 


i 


Captain Lawrie and the reſt. Indeed this witneſs bas 
haz arded to authenticate the whole of the accuſatory matter, 
refabricated into the memorial of November 1773, and 
the State of Facts annexed to it, by one general cath ; for he 
. ſwears, that the ſeveral matters,” contained in thoſe 
two papers, * are of univerſal and publick notoriety on 
« the Moſquito Shore, and are conſiſtent with his know- 
6 ledge and belief (e).“ But I cannot imagine that the 
evidence of one, thus ſwearing by the lump to ſuch a 
variety of complicated tranſactions and Tepreſentations, 
will be received by your Lordſhips with much confidence. 
If Mr. Gilibert intended by ſuch a general oath, to take 
on himſelf a perſonal knowledge of every one of the 
numberleſs ſacts and circumſtances charged againſt me, 
and to vouch for the truth of each, he is certainly expoſed 

to great peril and danger; for then in all the inſtances of 


| falſehood and miſrepreſentation, of which my defence 


convicts him and the other accuſers, he will find it difficult 
to eſcape from the guilt of perjury. | But if he means 
only to authenticate ſuch of the facts charged, as may have 
come within his particular knowledge, then how are your 
: Lordſhips to know, to what facts his evidence applies, or 
| how is it poſſible for me to falſify it? My accuſers may 8 
avail themſelves of the generality of his evidence, by in- 
ke that it comprehends the whole accuſation againſt 
5 When I diſprove any particular aſſertion, it may. 
5 = aid, chat he only ſwears ſo far as is conſiſtent with his 
: knowledge and belief, and that the aſſertion falſified was 
not relative to a matter within the ſcope of either. There 
are indeed ſome inſtances of miſrepreſentation and falſe af- 
ſertion, in which he would ſcarce be intitled to this ſalvo for 
perjury. Both the memorial of November 177 3 and the 


(e) See Appendix, No. 69. | 
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State of Facts aſſert, that Mr. Gilibert made the bee 5 
of the conſpiracy of Admiral Dillſon, the Moſquito chief, 
with the governor of Cartago. But I have ſhewn to your 
Lordſhips an acknowledgment under Gilibert's own hand, 
that the diſcovery was completely made, not by him, but by 
another perſon ſome time before (7) ls not this ſwearing 
to a falſhood conſiſtent with his knowledge and belief? The 
| ſame memorial and State of Facts repreſent, that Sir Wil- 
liam Trelawny treated the complaints againſt me with ſi- 
lent neglect. But did not Mr. Gilibert, before making his 
affidavit, know that Sir William, after conſidering the 
evidence adduced to ſuſtain thoſe complaints, wrote a letter 


of reprimand to thoſe by whom they were made? Was it 


. therefore conſiſtent with Mr. Gilibert's knowledge and 
belief, that there was a ſilent neglect of the complaints to 
Sir William? The ſame two papers repreſent, that go» 
vernor Dalling treated the colony's ſupplications with ne- 
glect and contempt ; and inſinuate that complaints againſt 
me were the ſubject of thoſe ſupplications. But did not 
Mr, Gilibert believe, did he not know, that the ſupplica- 


tions to governor Dalling, ſo far from being againſt me, 


were framed with my concurrence, and wholly entruſted 
to my care and ſupport? Did not Mr. Gilibert ſubſcribe 
a paper addreſſed to me, in which notice is expreſsly taken 
; of the letter to governor Dalling, by which he granted 
| every ſupplication made by the colony, and of himſelf's 
being accordingly elected one of the council (g)? Can he 
be excuſed for implicitly ſwearing to the contrary of this, 
by ſaying that the real facts were not conſiſtent with his 
e and belief? ? 
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It is next urged, that the whole merits of the com- 
plaints againſt me, as tranſmitted by his Majeſty's council 
at Jamaica, had been upwards of ſixteen months in the 


office of the Secretary of State for America ; and thence 
is inferred the impropriety of remitting the complaints to 
the governor and council of Jamaica for farther enquiry 


and that ſuch a meaſure might be thought intended to pro- 


tract and continue my inſupportable tyranny and oppreſ- 


ſion. But at the time of this memorial, how could the 
whole merits be beſore the Secretary of State, when 


1 bad not been called upon in my deſence, or even 


officially informed that I was accuſed ; when I had not 


had any opportunity of offering the prooſs of my in- 
nocence; when allo, if I am rightly informed, even the 
| pretended proofs of my guilt had not been tranſmitted to 
the Secretary of State? In ſuch a ſtate of things, was it 


fair and honourable dealing to precipitate a condemnation 
of me; and did not my accuſers, by thus endeavouring 
to have me condemned, without waiting for my defence 


or the proofs, evince, that they dreaded the reſult of a 
- full hearing? At the time of this memorial, my accuſers % 
knew, that they bad violently poſſeſſed themſelves of the 
powers of government; that I was wholly at their mercy 


on the Shore; and that even the proclamation of the go- 


vernor of Jamaica, in the King's name, againſt their 
_ uſurped authorities, was not only unavailing, but treated 
with the utmoſt inſult and contempt. In ſuch a ſituation, 

1 was expoſed to their tyranny and oppreſſion ; but it was 
not poſſible, that with the greateſt proneneſs to both, 1 
| ſhould have it in my power to exerciſe either. 55 


The memorial, after thus avowing an anxiety to extort 


a premature deciſion, undertakes to argue the King's mi- 


niſters 
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niſters into a perſuaſion, that diſmiſſing me would be a 
Juſt and proper meaſure, even on the ſuppoſition, that I was 


perfectly in the right, and that thoſe who complained of 


me were entirely in the wrong. This paradoxical rea- 
ſoning is what the memorial ſtiles placing the caſe in a 


new point of view. 


But I will not intrude upon your Lordſhips ſo unrea- 
ſonably, as to waſte the time in proving, why it would 
be the moſt unheard of judicial proceeding to condemn 


and puniſh an accuſed perſon by the loſs of his character 


and office, with an avowal, that the accuſed was inno- 


cent, and the accuſer guilty. 


The memorial then proceeds to exculpate my accuſers 


from the criminality of their two revolts, by © the ſitua- 


« tion and circumſtances, which from one ſtep to another 


„ had led them by a certain fatality to diſr en the au- 


e thority of the governor of Jamaica.“ 
This is followed with an avowal of the two revolts, and | 


a reiteration of the various pretences, by which the firſt 
memorial and the State of Facts had diſguiſed the caſe; 


but more explicit and ampliſied in the terms, and there- 
fore more unguarded, aud more open to a clear poſitive 
contradiction. | | 

They alledge, © that hs complaints of the colony 
& againſt me had been communicated to the governor of 


Jamaica from the beginning; but were not attended 


* to.” Yet in another paper theſe ſame memorialiſts ſay, 
that Sir William, the governor here meant, gave“ a full, 
„ ſolemn, and judicial hearing ;” and farther from what 1 


have already ſhewn at large to your Lordſhips, it appears, 


that he ſent them a new commiſhon of the peace to re- 


dieſs the only grievances, which in his opinion exiſted on 


the 
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the Shore, namely the want of a legal magiſtracy,” and 


the exerciſe of an uſurped one; both of which grievances 
he imputes to their miſconduct towards me. 

Mentioning the new commiſſion of the peace ſent by 
Sir William Trelawny, and obſerving that the late Mr. 
Pitt was placed at the head of it, with all the praiſe he ſo A 


well deſerved, they ſay that under him every man would 
have been happy and willing to ſerve. But then they add, 


that I poſſeſſed the quietus for ſuperſeding the exiſting 


| commiſſion of the peace; that I did not apply to the ma- 


giſtrates under the old commiſſion to ſwear in the magiſ- 
trates under the new one ; that I ſuppreſſed and publiſhed 


the former and delivered the latter; and that ſo by my 


means the whole ſyſtem of magiſtracy throughout the 


colony was diſſolved. But every paſſage of this repreſen- | 
tation is already proved to be a deception of the boldeſt 5 
kind. Mr. Pitt died two or three days after the arrival 
of the new commiſſion. How therefore could the 
others named in it act under him? I did not originally . 
poſſeſs the new quietus of the old commiſſion, it having 


been firſt poſſeſſed by Mr. Pitt, to whom it was directed, 


and only coming into my hands as his executor. Was 
it therefore fair to inſinuate, that I poſſeſſed the quie- 


tus improperly ? The dedimus, which gave the authority 


to ſwear in the other magiſtrates beſides Mr. Pitt under 


the new commiſſion, veſted that authority in him ſingly; 
and he died before he executed it. Whilſt he was living, 


if he had been well enough, it was his office to ſwear in all 


the new magiſtrates except himſelf. When he was dead, bY 


| there was no perſon authorized to ſwear in the other ma- 
| giſtrates. What purpoſe then would have been anſwered, 
if I had 25 to the other magiltrates under the old 


Com- 
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commiſſion to ſwear in the magiſtrates under the new 
one; and would it not have been aſking them to do a 


thing, for which they had not any authority? My holding 


poſſeſſion of the new commiſſion, when it came into my 


hands as one of Mr. Pitt's executors, was an adventitious 
thing, juſtifiable both from the manner of my becoming 
poſſeſſed of it, and from the impoſſibility of putting it 


into force till there was a new dedimus. Is it not 


therefore injurious to me to call ſuch a holding of the 
new commiſſion a ſuppreſſion of it? There is no allega- 


tion of the commiſſion's having been demanded from me, 
nor was that the fact. How then could I be ſaid to with- 
hold it? It was not my fault, that I delivered the quietus 


of the old commiſſion; for thoſe, who accuſe me of this 
delivery to them, extorted it from me by a peremptory 


demand. To whom then belongs the crime of difſoly- | 


ing the old commiſſion, and leaving the Shore without 
any magiſtracy ? Surely to them, who inſiſted on the mea- 
| ſure; not to me, who remonſtrated againſt, but was not 
able to prevent it. This was the point of view, in which : 
Sir William Trelawny ſaw this part of the caſe, when he 
reprebended them for their conduct and juſtified me. 


This is the point of view, in which the « evidence will 


: preſent the facts to your Lordſhips. 


But notwithſtanding the facility of detecting the groſs 


: 5 miſrepreſentation of the manner, in which the Moſquito | 

Shore was deprived of a lawful magiſtracy, the memorial 
| ſeems to riſque on that foundation, and that only, a con- 
| feſſhon by my accuſers, of their firſt revolt, and of the pub- 
lick act, by which their uſurpation of ee was 


aanenmeed. 
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complaints againſt me to Sir William Trelawny, in 
September 1771; obſerving alſo, that, hitherto, my ac- 


cuſers © had paid every attention and reſpectful ſubmiſ- 
4 fon to the governor of Jamaica,” but that he © on 


< his part had favoured them with no ſhare of his notice.“ 
Yet theſe accuſers are the perſons who were before” the 


wilful cauſe of diſſolving the only exiſting magiſtracy on 


the Shore, by wreſting the quietus of it from me; theſe 


fame accuſers are the perſons who, in defiance of the 


governor of Jamaica, in defiance of all lawful authority, 
had before erected themſelves into a body politick, and 


uſurped the exerciſe of civil and criminal juriſdiction. 
Were ſuch violent acts, againſt the authority of the governor 
of Jamaica, marks of attention and reſpectful ſubmiſſion 
to him? Vet this ſame governor of Jamaica was the 
perſon, from whom my accuſers at other times, acknow- 

| ledge to have heretofore received ſuch repeated favours, 


that they could never ſufficiently expreſs their gratitude. 


Is this coofiſtent with the language of the memorial? Ac- 
cording to their addreſs to Sir William Trelawny, my 
accuſers received ſuch repeated favours, as were beyond 
all expreſſions of gratitude : but, according to their me- 
morial to the King's miniſter, he had not favoured them 
with any mark of his notice. The falſity of one of theſe 
claſhing aſſertions by my accuſers muſt be acknowledged 5 
for it is not in the power of art to reconcile tbem. 


The memorial next aſſerts, that, of the applications to Sir 


; w illiam Trelawny in September 1771, he was never 
: « pleaſed to take the leaſt notice, but permitted the ſettle- 
went to remain without any legal government whatever 


« till June or July 1772.” But there is a falſe ſtatement 


+ . in 


0122-7 


in both parts of this ede Have not my accuſers 
acknowledged, that Sir William gave a full, ſolemn, and 
Judicial hearing to their applications and is it not proved, 

by the letter from Sir William's ſecretary to Mr. Hewlett 
of the $th of January 1772, that he reprimanded my ac- 


cuſers in reply to their addreſs and imputed to their mif- 
behaviour the anarchy which they charged me with being 


the cauſe of ? It cannot therefore be true, that he did not 
take the leaſt notice of their applications. Is it not true 


| that the accuſatory addreſs to Sir William Trelawny was 
dated on the Shore the 2$th of September 1771 ; and 
is it not apparent from the ſame letter, that he heard and 


decided on their complaints ; and that to reſtore the legal 


government he ſent a new commiſſion of the peace as 
early as the 3th of January 1772? It cannot be true then, | 
that he ſuffered the Shore to remain without any legal go 
vernment till June or July 1772. Sir William heard . 
their complaints and ſent redreſs for the only grievance 
he could ſee, within little more than three months from 
the date of thoſe complaints on the Shore. But my ac- 


cuſers think fit to miſrepreſent the time, and to call it 


nine months inſtead of about three, and not on! y in the face 


of Sir William' 8 letter, but alſo in the face of a letter of 


5 Mr. Hewlett, one of themſelves, of the ath of February 5 
1772, in which he gives me notice, that the new com- 


miſſion was then i in force 5). 


The next paſſage in the ſame memorial i is equally Joad- 


— - with miſtepreſentations. It aſſerts, that * about June 


0 1773, governor Trelawny being dead, lieutenant- g 
K vernor Dalling, without taking any notice of the colony, 


(4) App. No. 52. 
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& tranſmitted a new commiſſion of the peace to the 


Shore.“ But theſe words are a compound of incon- 
ſiſtency, ſuppreſſion, and untruth. It is not conſiſtent 
with ſaying, that he did not take any notice of the colony, 


to add, that he ſent a new commiſſion of the peace; be- 


cauſe ſending what was to reſtore a legal magiſtracy was 
ſurely tak ing the moſt eſſential notice of the colony. It is 

a groſs ſuppreſſion of material facts to paſs over in ſilence 
the letter to the colony, which governor Dalling ſent 
with the new commiſſion of the peace (i). From that 
very letter, ariſes the fulleſt demonſtration, how falſe it 
is to aſſert, that he did not take any notice of the colony; 
for it proves, that he more than granted every ſupplica- 
tion, which the colony made to him. If the letter 
had not been ſuppreſſed by my accuſers, the falſe- 
hood of cheir afſertion muſt have appeared on their own 
ſhewing. | 


The EET tals to nth” falſe accuſation of 


| governor Dalling ; for it is charged as a “ freſh inſtance 
f mater and contempt from the government of Ja- 
maica,” that I was appointed cuſtos rotulorum in the 
new commiſſion of the peace ſent by him. As a proof 
of this, they repreſent me * as the very object of their 
4 oreateſt averſion, the author and cauſe of their griev- 


« ances and complaints, and the man whom they con- 


e ceived had on all occaſions ſhewn the greateſt enmity 


« 26 the colony.” But if at the time I had really been 


the object of their greateſt averſion, why did they requeſt | 
my aſſiſtance in framing their ſupplications to governor 
Dalling, why did they intruſt me with the conveyance 


(i) Appen. No. 58 and 39. 
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and ſupport of thoſe ſupplications? Tf I was the cauſe of 
all their grievances and complaints, was it proper to tranſ- 


mit them through me, and to leave them to my care? 
Was there a word in their ſupplications expreſſive of diſ- 


like to or of complaint againſt me ? Did not the letter, con- 


: taining their ſupplications, import, that they chiefly con- 


fided in me? Did it not intruſt to me the recommendation 


of proper perſons, to fill the commiſſion of the peace 
with? Did it not intruſt to me the repreſentation of 
their other matters, particularly the ſtate of their militia? 


With ſuch marks of high confidence in me from my 


accuſers, how could governor Dalling imagine, that 
naming me in the commiſſion would be diſagreeable to 


them; much leſs, how could he ſuppoſe, that they would 


conſtrue it neglect and contempt? Is it a proof of my - 

| ſhewing on all occaſions the greateſt enmity to the colony, os 

| that, on this particular occaſion, I evinced the greateſt 
anxiety for its happineſs, by undertaking the important 
truſt they committed to me, and ſo ſucceſsfully diſcharg- 
ing it as to obtain a full compliance with all their ſuppli- 
cations? If this inſtance will not anſwer the purpoſe of 


my aecuſers, what other have they to adduce? They will 


ſcarce refer to their Other letters to me in the courſe of 


de preceding ſeven Jears, ſome of which : are re equally con- | 
denial. 


The next paſſage of the memorial repreſents, that “ Mr. 


cc William Walker was the only perſon, who would 3 join 
| © me by accepting the appointment ;” and, that we two, 


c« 
forming no court,” the colony, for their own preſerva- 


D tion, proceeded to elect a council for making bye-laws and 
to be a court of appeal from the juſtices choſen by them 


| ſelves. | But this iS a deceptious perverſion of truth. 


2 


Mr. W liam Walker was not the only perſon, who ac- 
cepted the appointment by the commiſſion of the peace ; 
for all the others named, except one, qualified under 


the commiſſion, and I have a receipt for the return of 


their oaths of qualification to the governor of Jamaica £ + i 
which without doubt was an acceptance. It 1s not true, 
that two juſtices could ut forma court; for by the expreſs 
_ words of the commiſſion, two were authorized to hold 
one. It is not true, that the council was elected in 
conſequence of there not being a ſufficient number to form a court 
under the new commiſſion, The council was elected in pur- 
fuance of the letter of approbation from governor Dalling . 
ahd ſo it was expreſſed to be in the oath of office pro- 
- poſed by the leaders of my accuſers, being part of the 
elected counſellors. Indeed it could not be from the 


want of magiſtrates to join me in acting under the com- 


miſſion of the peace, though more than two had been 
neceſſary to form a court; for there was no demur to ſo 
acting, till ſeveral months after the election of the coun- 
cil; that having been made the 12th of June 1773, but 
the refuſal to act under the commiſſion, with the revolt, 
not having occurred till the 28th of the enſuing Septem- : 
ber. This is a new inſtance of my being able to convict 5 
my accuſers of untruths out of their own mouths. . 
I be next aſſertion in the memorial i is, that, on the 24th 
; of September 1773, I publiſhed to the colony the new | 
commiſſion of the peace from governor Dalling; but that 
the colony on examination rejected it for various reaſons | 
aſſigned in a memorial of the gth of June 1774, all of | 
which impeach the authenticity of the commiſſion, In 
the firſt part of this repreſentation, there is a falſe colour. 
It is ſo expreſſed, as to encourage a belief, that I At 
(4) Append. No. 70. CE 8 
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made known the new commiſſion of the peace in Septem- 
ber. But the real fact is, that it was publiſhed and quali- 


fied under ſeveral months before. As to the reaſons, on 


which they ground their objections to the validity of the 
commiſſion, the memorial referred to ſtates four. — The 
firſt is, that the commiſſion conſiſted of two pieces of 
paper, one being paſted to the other; and that as the 
ſecond paper contained only the teſting clauſe, it might 
be applicable to this or any other commiſſion or inſtru- 
ment. But nothing can be more trifling, than this objec- 
tion. It was from mere accident in writing, that only 
the teſting clauſe was on the ſecond piece of paper; 
and could any thing be more improbable, than that 
governor Dalling ſhould ſend a commiſſion without a 
teſting clauſe, or that there could be any motive for the 0 
moſt ill diſpoſed perſon to change it? — The ſecond ob- 
jection is, that the ſeal of the iſland of Jamaica was affixed 
to the bottom inſtead of the top of the commiſſion, which 
latter is aſſerted to have always been the caſe in previous 
commiſſions. But, unfortunately for my accuſers, the 
; ſeal to ſuch commiſſions i in former inſtances was affixed, 
2 not, as they ſay, always to the top, but uſually, if not always = 
to the bottom. I have now in my poſſeſſion copies of 
two commiſſions in 1754, whilſt Admiral Knowles was 
| governor of Jamaica, in both of which the ſeal's being at 
the bottom is mentioned; and I doubt, whether any inſtance 
of a commiſſion to the Shore with the ſeal placed other- 
wiſe can be produced. —The third objection is, that in recit- | 
ing Colonel Dalling's appointment as lieutenant governor, 


a blank is left for the date; and to make this objection 


more plauſible, it is added, that the date is referred to 
In another part of che commiſſion of the peace. But 1 
apprehend, 
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apprehend, that the omiſſion of the date of governor Dal- 


ling's appointment was quite immaterial ; and as to the 


date's being mentioned in another part, the fact is other- 
wiſe; as will appear from a copy I have of the com- 
miſſion.— The fourth objeCtion is, that there were t 
capital eraſements on the firſt piece of paper, which had reſpect 5 


to the perſons therein nominated to act as juſtices, But though 


I do not recollect, what words were written on an eraſe. 
ment, or whether there were any, yet I can diſpoſe of this 
objection. Certain I am, that no eraſement was made by 


me or with my knowledge ; and even on the ſuppoſition, 
_ that I was capable of ſo criminal an act, what inducement 
could I have to make any change in the commiſſion? The 
names of the juſtices, were the only part I could have any 
| Intereſt to alter; and how could I ſerve any purpoſe by | 
changing the names of the juſtices in the commiſſion, 
without making a like alteration in the dedimus for quali- 


fying under it, which is not ſuggeſted ? As to any eraſe- 


i ment made by the writer of the commiſſion to correct 
5 miſtakes, before the commiſſion paſſed the ſeal, it certain- 


ly could not vitiate the commiſſion. Where indeed a word 


written on an eraſement is extremely material, it may in 


ſome caſes reaſonably create a ſuſpicion of ill practice. 


But in the preſent caſe, the only words, which there could 

: be any intereſt to change, were the names of the Juſtices ; 
: and as the dedimus for ſwearing them contained exactly the 

| ſame names without an eraſement, it removed the ground 
of ſuſpicion from the eraſement in the commiſhon.—On 
this conſideration of the objections ſtated againſt the 
validity of Governor Dalling's commiſſion of the peace, 
1 ſubmit to your Lordſhips, whether they were any 
Sy thing more than a an alter. -thought to give a colour to an 


uſurpation 


h 


ufurpation of government, which was really founded on 


motives quite foreign. to any ſuſpicion. of invalidity in 
Governor Dalling's commiſſion of the peace. 


It is next acknowledged by my accuſers, that the procla- i 
mation iſſued by Governor Dalling in the King's name in 


December 1773 to diſſolve the newly elected council, 
was diſobeyed. Inſtead of obedience, my accuſers avow, 


that they not only perſiſted in adhering to their new coun- 


cil and magiſtracy, but even prohibited the acting under 
any other authority, till the 6th of January 1775, or his 
Majeſty in council, or by the advice of parliament, ſhould 

| Interpoſe. This was clearly diſclaiming both all depen- 
dence on the government of Jamaica, and all ſubmiſſion 


to his Majeſty 's appointment of a ſuperindant. It was in ef- 
fect declaring, that for two years they would abide by their 
I, own illegally conſtituted government; and that, during that 
time, neither the governor and council of Jamaica, nor I the 
| King's chief officer on the Shore, ſhould be permitted to ex- 


erciſe our reſpective functions. But for this unambiguous 


act of revolt from the King's government, their only excuſe 
is, that they now conceived the governor of Jamaica to 


be the fay and ſupport of me, whom they call their op 


or. In other words, Governor Dalling is to be deemed 


. my ſtay and ſupport, becauſe he called upon them in the 


_ King's name to diſſolve an uſurped government; I was 


their oppreſſor, becauſe I refuſed to concur in their uſur- 


pation.— In mentioning Governor Dalling's proclamation, 
they deſcribe it as one publiſbed by me in his name; ſeem- 
5 ingly wich a view to derogate from its weight and autho- 
rity. But my accuſets could not be ignorant, that! it was | 


2 proclamation from Governer Dalling in the King's name. 


Conſcious, 
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Conſcious, that renouncing their obedience to the go- 
vernment of Jamaica, diſclaiming the legal magiſtracy; 


and perſevering in an illegal one, were ſtrong meaſures ; 
my accuſers, in the next paſſage of their memorial, have 


the modeſty to reſort to apology for their ednduct. They 
do not even ſuppoſe themſelves capable of juſtiſication, 


and therefore alledge the neceſſity of their ſituation as the 
ground for their apology. But where could be the neceſſity | 
of an illegal government, when there was a legal one ſub- 
fiſting ? If governor Dalling had refuſed their requeſts, 

ift there had been no commiſſion of the peace in force, if 

in this ſituation J had attempted to oppreſs them; if all 
this, which is what they alledge, had been true, there 
would be room for the plea of neceſſity. But I have proved 
| the contrary of every one of theſe allegations ; and there - 
fore my accuſers appear before your Lordſhips with the 

_ confeſſed guilt of reſiſting the lawful government and up- 

holding an uſurped one, aggravated by an attempt to 

transfer the necellty of 1 incurring that guilt tc to ny * 5 

3 80 falſe accuſation. 


The remainder of this memorial, not containing any _ 
new matter, but chiefly a ſhort recapitulation of the ſug- 


_ geſtions already confuted, requires no notice. 


0. con 


CONCLUSIO N, 


A Summary Wetten of the 
| Whole Cas. 


AFTER being fotced to detain your Lordſhips ſo 

long, in anſwering the two Accuſatory Memorials, 
it would ill-become me to uſe many words in the con- 
cluſion of my defence. But ſome recapitulation of fo 


extended a caſe may even fave time, by aſliſting to con- 
tract the leading points of it into a ſmall ſpace. 


In the imperfect view, which I mean to offer for this 


pourpoſe, I ſhall remind your Lordſhips, who are my ac- 

5 cuſers, what has been their manner of proceeding as ſuch, 
and laſtly what is the reſult of my ene againſt the - 
principal topicks of accuſation. 


In all accuſations, it is of i importance to welnk the ere- | 


git of thoſe, by whom they are made. In my caſe it is 
particularly requiſite ; becauſe moſt of the few proofs, re- 5 
ferred to, come from my accuſers themſelves. But do my 
accuſers appear before your Lordſhips, with any title to 
favourable impreſſions? In exculpating myſelf, have 1 


not proved, that captain Lawrie, with the other leaders 


of the accuſation, engaged in two revolts from the legal 

b government on the Moſquito Shore; in two confedera- 

_ cies for eſtabliſhing and upholding an illegal one? Can 
he fe denied, that, on account of theſe revolts and uſur- 

5 pations, ſome of the ſame perſons have been objects of a 
95 letter of cenſure from one governor of Jamaica, and of con- 


demnatory proclamations in the King's name from two other 
governors? Nay, have not my accuſers, in attacking me, 
5 | ſo 
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ſo fully acknowledged their own miſdeeds, as to offer 


groundleſs ſuppoſitions of my miſconduCt as an apology 
for their own criminal exceſſes? In truth they are recri- 
minators throughout. — To excuſe their firſt revolt, they 


criminate me to Sir William Trelawny.— To excuſe 
their perſeverance in the ſame revolt, they next attack 
him.—To excuſe their ſecond revolt, they revive their 
old crimination of me; adding to it a charge againſt go- 
vernor Dalling. — Farther, have I not, in accounting for 
1 the revived accuſation againſt me, ſhewn under their own 
hands, that captain Lawrie and three other leaders of my 1 
enemies have denied the right of the Crown to the Moſquito 
| country ; ; and that they offered to be thoroughly united with 
mme, if I would acquieſce i in their ſcheme to monopolize a 
| whole province on the Shore? — All theſe circumſtances 
tell ſtrongly againſt my accuſers. The language of cri- 
- mination ill-ſuits perſons ſo deſcribed. When they reſort 
to it on ary ſubject, they cannot be heard with much 
confidence. When they reſort to it on the ſubject i imme- : 
diately connected with their own miſconduft ; when, to 
charge others, they are driven to ſtate their own acts with 
an apology for their legality, they cannot reaſonably ex- 
| pet to be received, otherwiſe than with ſuſpicion, or to 
have their repreſentations credited without the aid of the 
moſt irrefragable proofs. = | 
When your Lordfhips reflect on be manner 85 ade 5 
ing the accuſation, it will appear in a light equally unfa- | 
vourable. It commenced with ſo much privacy, that the 
contents of their charges did not reach me, till almoſt 
three years after they had been heard by Sir William | f 
Trelawny. When, inſtead of calling on me for my de- 
fence, he reprebended my accuſers on their own ſhew- 
ing; they 1 8 as in the cenſure; they continued ibat 
R acquieſcencs 
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acquieſcencs for near two years ; they repented of accuſing me; 
they gave me their principal confidence; they intruſted me 
with the conveyance and ſupport of their ſupplications to 
Governor Dalling ; they acknowledged their obligation for 
my aſſiſtance in framing thoſe ſupplications. But, aſter 
thus long ſubmitting to the diſmiſſion of their charges, 
after this intercourſe of amity and confidence with 
me, when I came back to them with Governor Dal- 
ling's full approbation of their requeſts, when I had ob- 
tained for them every thing they ſupplicated for from Ja- 
maica, they return into ill. humour, and fall into a repe- 
tition of their former criminality. Becauſe, too, 1 will | 
not concur in their favourite meaſures contrary to my 
duty; becauſe 1 reject an oath of office, which it would 
have been criminal in me to have approved of; and be · . 
cauſe I refuſe to acquieſce i in their monopoly of the Moſ- 
quito country ; ; and farther, becauſe they were determined 
to throw off all dependency on Jamaica, and to deny to 
me the exerciſe of my funQion as an office of the crown: 
for reaſons ſuch as theſe, they revive a flale accuſation, 
they convey it to his Majeſty with the ſame privacy as it 
Was originally fabricated with; and this they do, even before 
they had proceeded to an open rupture with me, and when 
ſome appearance of amity ſtill remained. This revival 
of the accuſation was followed with meaſures not unwor- 
thy of its origin. Whilſt they were completing the de- 
ſtruction of a legal government on the Shore and admi- 
: niſtering the functions of an uſurped one, Mr. Gilibect, 
5 their emiſſary, proſecuted their accuſation of me before f 
the King's miniſters ; and by miſcepreſentation, It was 
| attempted to have me condemned without a bear- 
ing. — lt was untruly repreſented by my accuſers, 
that their original accuſation of me to Sir William 


Trelaway 
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Trelawny had been treated with h lent neglef. The 
fact was, that he gave them a full, ſolemn, and judicial 
hearing, which at other times they inconſiſtently confeſs; 
and farther, that he ſent a ſtrong letter to them, explicit- 


by condemning them on their own ſlate of the caſe, and in ef- 


feft acquitting me.—It was untruly inſinuated, that, on Sir 


William Trelawny's death, my accuſers had renewed their 
| ſupplications for redreſs againſt me to Governor Dalling. 
"Thoſe ſupplications, ſo far from affecting me, were 
framed with my aſſiſtance, were tranſmitted through me to 


Jamaica, and wholly entruſted to my care. It was untruly 


aſſerted, that on this occaſion my accuſers experienced a 
freſh inſtance of neglect and contempt of their ſupplications, 
Every one of thoſe ſupplications was granted by Governor 
Dalling; and he even encouraged them to come to him 
with new requeſts, —It was untruly aſſerted, that when 
Governor Dalling placed me at the head of the new com- 

miſhon of the peace, I was the averſion of the colony. At 

this very time the colony repoſed their chief confidence in 
me; and even the leaders of my accuſers ſollicited me to accept 


of it.—lIt was untruly aſſerted, that Governor Dalling ſent 


the colony a new commiſſion of the peace to the Shore, 
without taking any notice of the colony. He took the 
meſi handſome and obliging notice of them, by writing to 
inform them, of his having granted every one of their 
_ requeſts, and of his being ready to ſhew a like attention to 

them on future occaſions.— It was untruly ſuggeſted, that 

all named in the new commiſſion of the peace, except one, 
reſuſed to act; becauſe 1 was named at the head of it. 
I prove, that all, except one, who diſliked the trouble, 
accepted the office by qualifying under the new commiſſion ; and 
that ſome months elapſed before the refuſal to act.— It was 

untruly repreſented, that a council was elected, from the 
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want of a ſufficient number of perſons to act under the 


new commiſſion of the peace. The fact was, that the 
council was elected ſome months before that refuſal, 
and is expreſsly acknowledged, under the hands of ſeve- 
ral of my accuſers, to have been elected in purſuance 
of the licence from Governor Dalling. — All theſe lead- 


| Ing untruths, independently of thoſe which may be found 
in the particular charges againſt me, occur in the written 
papers delivered by my accuſers; having been called in 
aid to give weight to their charges, and to prove the ne- 
ceſſity of immediately diſplacing me from my office. —To 
this liſt alſo I beg leave to add the miſrepreſentations, by 
which your Lordſhips were induced to believe me abſent 
from my duty on the Shore when I was preſent ; to believe 
me grofsly diſobedient to the order to return home, when 1 
was anxionſiy obedient. Though my accuſers did not give 
ſuch information in writing, can they fay, that neither 
they, nor their agents gave it verbally ? Can they deny, 
that they were not moſt active in encouraging both the 


Secretary for the American department and your Lordſhins 


do rely and to act on the information? 
When your Lordſhips proceed to inveſtivate the grounds 
of the ſpecifick charges againſt me, it will be found, that 
they well agree with accuſers, who aſſume the character | 
on a recriminating principle, and to hide their own miſ- 


conduct; with accuſers, who riſque the ſuperſtructure 
of ſo much vatruth to ſuſtain their original charges. As 


ſuch extraordinary invention has been exerted to give 
_ falſe colours to the /ub/7 diary parts of their caſe, it is not 

probable, that my accuſers ſhould be ſparing of embelliſh- 
ment in their principal allegations. Whether they have 

been ſo or not, your Lordſhips will be able in ſome degree 
| to 
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charges contraſted with the reſult of my anfwer to them. 

I am accuſed of propoſing a council of legiſlation and 
appeal for the Moſquito Shore. But I ſhew, that I found- 
ed myſelf on a report to the privy council in reſpect to a 


neighbouring ſettlement under ſimilar circumſtances; that 
my inſtructions as ſuperintendant directed me to eſtabliſh 
order on the Shore; and that the propoſed council was a 
probable mode of executing the ſpirit of my inſtructions. 
1 prove alſo, that ſome of my accuſers at firft gave their 
conſent to the propoſition ; and that the principal of the 
ſame accuſers ſome few years after Joined in Selliciting for 
the very council which they now reprobate. 
It is charged as an offence, that 1 entroachad: on the 
governor of Jamaica, by granting letters of adminiſtration 
to an inteſtate on the Shore. But J explain, that my in- 
terpoſition was nothing more than a temporary expedient io 


en en e deceaſed from being waſted, till lets 
ters of adminiſtration could be obtained from the proper 


: juriſdiction. At the ſame time it turns out, that ſome of 
my accuſers, who were magiſtrates, have done the thing 
they object to as a crime in me; though it is impoſſible, 
that they as. magiſtrates could be more fan than 1 
was as principal officer on the Shore. . 
My accuſers charge me with making add dero- 
gating from the dependency of the Shore on the govern- 
ment of Jamaica, with reprefenting myſelf as the only 
channel of the colony's petitions to the throne, and with 
diſguſting the colony by theſe ſpeeches. But I produce 


to your Lordſhips the only regular ſpeech, which I made 
at the meeting alluded to, it baving been delivered from 


written notes; and there is not a word in it diſreſpectſul 


to 


to judge, from the following ſummary review of their 
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to the governor of Jamaica; not a word ahve to any 
claim of independency of him, or in other reſpects objec- 


tionable. Of what paſſed beſides, there is no other evi- 
dence than the memory of witneſſes fwearing to the con- 


verſation ſeveral years after; and this evidence not reach- 


ing me till ſeveral years more, however untrue becomes 


incapable of diſproof, As to my diſguſting ſuch of the 
colony as were aſſembled, their conduct proves the con- 
trary : for they approved of my idea; deſerted their 
own; conveyed a petition to the throne through me; 
and wrote a handſome complimentary letter to me on the 
coccaſion, which e even captain Lawrie condeſcended to ſub- 


ſeribe. 


It is tated as a crime, that I iſſued a proclama- 
tion, which required a regiſtry of the grants of lands 
claimed to be purchaſed from the Moſquito Indians. 
But I ſhew, that it was the avaricious ſpirit of 
ſome of my accuſers and others, threatening a mo- 
nopoly of the beſt part of the Shore, which provoked 
me into this expedient to obſtruct ſo alarming an evil; and 
that I never attempted to enforce the proclamation againſt 
any perſon, When I iſſued the proclamation, I was in- 
fluenced by an idea, that the Jamaica law for regiſtering 
titles, with the intereſt of the crown in the Moſquito 
country, might be conſtrued to give a legal effect to the 
N meaſure. But being now aſſiſted with advice, I concede 
to my accuſers, that the Jamaica law of regiſtering was 
not applicable; that the rights of the crown, whatever 
their extent may be, did not give me a right to enforce 
my proclamation. However, I ſubmit to your Lordſhips, 
that the urgency of the occaſion excuſes me for riſking : 
ſuch a meaſure ; and that, being free from criminal in- 
| tention, 
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tention, the a0 was at the worſt only an error in judge 
ment, equally excuſable and harmleſs, 


1 I am accuſed of intimidating the juſtices on the Shore, 


in September 1770, from exerciſing their functions. Mr, 


perſon; and that my offence conſiſted in objecting to his 


F 8 3 „ 22 wy, 

56 8 5 . LO 1 A 8 3 a * 
2 5 $3 Ta of ad 7 2 . 5%: . 2 e Lore > SA 

eee EC VO I ORG 2 CNN ye 8 OY AN. 


om 


R 2 
eee ee nf 


EEE 
ISI) 


: d - . S 2 . e b ALS 8 
8 — I wr" op Z 2 4 r 4 
£ 4 1 * N 8 2 vs PR FR pens Ol ö e 

Ao 8 3 1 8 . cc 

23 * ̃ͤö 23 ᷣp ß ĩð d ̃]ĩèͤ⸗ dp“, ̃jé ß. . IN ed aL Y 

* Betts - D * X * I; 

2 Fe 0 

eee 


„FFF 
„ Oe Üͥ8 
„FC 


3 * A 
3 a n 2 
t 3 95 e + 
* F 
1 N SLIT 4 n 
5 „ © RAE; rs er LS 
ET SEE or — IE oh. 


a great diſtance of time ? 


| Ing an affidavit in a cauſe in which Mr. Reid was plain- 


. that! had an authority by my office to adminiſter voluntary 


Hewlett is deſcribed as the magiſtrate ſo moleſted. But 
the proof referred to ſhews, that Captain Lawrie was the 


ſitting as a juſtice. Iſhew too, that I had grounds for my 
_  objeftions; and that Captain Lawrie himſelf wrote me a 
letter, which evinces, that at the time he ſeemed far from 
clear in his right to ſit. At the utmoſt it was only an ob- 
jection, which I made to his authority; and it went no 
farther than words. As to the illiberal converſation attri. 
| buted to me, I have ſhewn its improbability ; and from a 
letter written by Captain Lawrie I have proved, that Mr. 
Pitt, who is made to have a ſhare in the converſation and 
to take part againſt me, was not preſent. A perfect con- 
tradiction of the other parts of the converſation, by evi- 
dence, will ſcarce be expected, when it is conſidered, that 
near three years elapſed before I knew of being charged 
with it; and that it is now near ten years in date. Who 
will be ſafe, if a perſon is to loſe his character, unleſy 
he can diſprove the charge of looſe converſations at ſuch. 


I am accuſed of exerciſing the function of a juſtice of 
the peace, before I was in the commiſſion, by adminiſter- 


tiff. But J call on my accuſers to prove, that there was 
any cauſe depending when J adminiſtered the affidavit. 
Indeed I acknowledge, that I was miſtaken in ſuppoſing, | 


affidavits, But then I fay, that I declined fo doing, when | 


„„ 
any juſtice was at hand; that I was no more intentionally 
criminal for adminiſtering ſuch oaths, than juſtices of the 
peace and maſters in chancery are in England for a like 
practice. I ſtate alſo, that even captain Lawrie ſwore for 


| his half-pay before me; and I demonſtrate, that thoſe of 


my accuſers, who have been juſtices and as ſuch claim a 
right to adminiſter ſuch affidavits, had as little authority 
in that reſpect as myſelf. 


I am charged with taking an affidavit in a matter, in 


which Mr. Chriſtopher, my mercantile agent, was con- 


' cerned 3 and on hearing, that my authority to take it 
was not admitted by a jury, with writing to Chriſtopher, 
that they muſt alter their opinion, or that there ſhould 
be no jury. But I call upon my accuſers to produce the 
letter; and in the mean time, though I admit my having 


; written ſomething baſtily about a Moſquito jury for de- 


nying my right to adminiſter oaths, yet I declare, that 
to the beſt of my recollection the amount of it was only, 
that, if they would not recognize my authority, I would 
not recognize their's. Indeed their authority in civil 
matters, if it was to be ſtrictly weighed, was as queſtion- 
able as mine; the only commiſſion on the Shore giving 
nothing more than a criminal juriſdiction. Till, then, the 


imputed letter ſhall be produced, and there ſhall appear 


ſuch words as are imputed to me, the fact of the charge 


is unproved. If, on the other hand, ſuch a letter can be 


produced, and the offenſive words ſhall appear unquali- 
fiied as they are ſtated, which I do not believe will be the 

caſe, I will acknowledge, that the language was unguard- + 
ed, nay improper; but I ſubmit, that the imprudency of 


the words, more eſpecially as they were uſed in a private 
6 8 i e 28 


1 


confidential letter, and were never in the leaſt acted 
upon, cannot juſtly be deemed a crime. 


Jam accuſed of calling together ſeveral juſtices of the _ 


peace in Auguſt 1769; producing to them a warrant 


which I had iſſued againſt a run-away ſervant ; complain- 
ing of its not being obeyed; and infiſting on my right 


to iſſue warrants, though I then was not in the commiſ- 


ſion of the peace. The ſting of this charge is my aſſum- 


ing to iſſue warrants as a magiſtrate. But though I once 


- conceived, that I had ſuch a power ex icio as the chief 
_ officer on the Shore, yet I ſhew, that, on the occaſion here 
alluded to, I acquieſced in the contrary opinion of others, 
and preferred loſing an indented ſervant to having 
; any farther altercation on the ſubject. As to the conver- 
ſation imputed to me, it is not in the nature of things 


at the diſtance of ten years to prove how miſrepreſented 


my words are; but thoſe attributed to me, by two of 
my accuſers ſwearing on memory two years after, are ſo 
extravagantly abſurd and inſenſible, that their extreme 
improbability will alone, I flatter myſelf, effeQually 
guard me from having them believed. If they were true, 
they would not conſtitute a crime, though I ſhould hearti- 
ly deſpiſe myſelf for ſuch nonſenſe and vulgarity, The 
little calumnies, by which, in this, as well as in other 
inſtances, my accuſers attempt to induce a belief of my 
being on ill terms with my late excellent father-in-law 
Mr. Pitt, are mere inventions to give an air of conſe- 


: quence to their charges, and thereby. to undermine "wy 
character and reputation. 
My accuſers charge me with taking an aſkdavit i in a 

own cauſe. But what they call a cauſe was an inſignificant 


matler of reference before arbitrators about an anchor and 
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table of the value of 141. 78. 6 d. and ſo it appears on 
their own ſtatement, when they explain themſelves. My 
adminiſtering the oath was merely from the want of a 
juſtice on the ſpot, and the hurry of the witneſs to leave 
the Shore. It made no difference in the contents of the 
_ affidavit, whether I or another perſon added this form to 
it; and it muſt now be acknowledged, that both the juſ- 
| tices and I were equally incompetent t to the taking ſuch 
| voluntary aſhdavits, 
All the charges before nid i are made chiefly with 
i a view to prove in me an aſſumption of powers indepen- 
dent of the government of Jamaica, which my accuſers 
affect to treat as an offence big with the greateſt miſchiefs 
to the Shore. But your Lordſhips will not forget, that 
the leaders of the accuſation are perſons, who have ſollicit- 
ed to be freed from dependency on Jamaica as the great 
_ cauſe of the miſeries of the ſettlers in the Moſquito coun- 
try; perſons alſo, who have been concerned in two re- 
volts, in the laſt of Which that very dependency was not 
only peremptorily diſclaimed by words, but abſolutely - 
renounced by deeds moſt unambiguouſly ſetting the go- 
vernment of Jamaica at defiance, As to myſelf, though 
] once, from the circumſtances of my appointment, 
doubted my being per/onally ſubject to the controul of 
- Jamaica, yet I never preſſed that claim, but, on the con- 7 
trary, the moment I was informed from home, that I was 1 
under the controul of that government, I ſubmitted to it 33 
in a manner ſo full, that it was quite ſatisfaCtory to Sir A 
William Trelawny, the only governor of Jamaica with 1 
| 1 whom the point in any degree occurred. ED 1 
= The remaining charges impute to me various inſtances Eo 
„ on miſconduct, oppreſſion, and breach of duty. — 
According 
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According to the firſt of them, I was ſo remiſs, that I 
bad not the merit of deteCting a conſpiracy to detach the 
Moſquito Indians from us; the ſettlement alone was active; 
Mr. Gilibert one of my accuſers made the diſcovery ; and 

I was of no uſe. But I prove, that, though the diſcovery 
was made by others, I exerted the utmoſt activity to 
break and diſappoint the conſpiracy when known, which 1 
have explained in detail; that I viſited almoſt the whole 
Shore on the occaſion ; that my exertions were ſucceſsful z ; 
and that my conduct received his Majeſty 8 apptobation. 

I alſo ſhew, from a memorial to Sir William Trelawny, 
ſigned by Mr. Gilibert himſelf, that not be, but others, 
made the firſt diſcovery of the conſpiracy. 
Il am next charged with concealing and ſuppreſſing a a new 
5 commiſſion of the peace from Sir William Trelawny, 


and at the ſame time publiſhing bis guietvs to diſſolve the 


old commiſſion 3 on which two allegations my accuſers 
found their plea of neceſſity for the firſt revolt. But in 
| Rating the real facts, I have manifeſted the untruth of the L 
whole of this repreſentation. I have proved, that the 
death of Mr. Pitt made it impoſſible to qualify under the . 
new commiſſion; that I neither concealed nor ſuppreſſed 
the new commiſſion ; but that I uſed my utmoſt endea- 
yours to keep back the quietus of the old one, leaſt the 
Shore ſhould be deſtitute of a magiſtracy; that the leaders 
ol thoſe, who accuſe me of publiſhing the quietus, extorted 
it from me; that Sir William Trelawny, to whom they 
accuſed me, pointedly juſtified my conduct, reprimanded 
them, and declared the neceſſity, which they pleaded as an 
apology for the firſt revolt, to be of their own creating. 
I am farther charged with refuſing to perform my duty 
as ſuperintendant, when Mr, Chriſtopher applied to me 
„ | ” for 


(142 ) 


for redreſs 0 a ſeizure made by an Indian chief of 
ſome Spaniſh Mulattoes with goods, which they were car- 


rying for Mr. Chriſtopher. But it appears on my part, 


: that I immediately obtained a releaſe of the Spaniſh pri- 


ſoners; but that the trade in which they were taken, 


. being illicit, which was known to the Moſquito 


chief, I could not conveniently inſiſt on a return of the 


goods; and that making a point of it was the leſs proper, 


becaufe the goods were of ſmall value, not being worth _ 
201. Sterling, and the firſt revolt having happened a little 
before the time was too critical to have axed difference with 


the Moſquito chiefs. 


Ihe next charge i is, that I ee he Gasen 
| part of the Spaniſh trade, to the degradation of my cha- 
racer as ſuperintendant, and to the i injury of the reſt of 

the colony. But there is not the leaſt evidence of any mo- 
nopoly by me. On the contrary my letter, which i is the 
| only proof cited, is quite foreign to every idea of a mo- 5 

nopoly. Tbe ſame letter alſo ſhe ws, as the fact really was, 
chat my views in trade were very contracted, more to ſup- 
ply actual wants in a country, where it is almoſt a favour 

to be accepted of as a purchaſer, than for any other pur- 

| Poſe. It appears too, that from motives of delicacy, and 
from a reſpect to my office, I uſually tranſacted ſuch mat- 


ters in the names of others. 


I am farther charged with a miſ- employment of the con- - 
tingent money. But no inſtance of any ſuch miſ-applica- 
tion is ſo much as ſtated ; and therefore it is no wonder, 
| that the charge ſhould ſtand without the tender of one 

ſyllable of evidence. How ſuch a charge ſhould be at- 

tempted, I have ſufficiently explained, by ſhewing, that it 
was a bait inſiduouſly thrown out to Sir William Trelaw- 


* 


6643 
ny, to whom the ſettlement of my accounts of the con- 
tingent money belonged, in order to invite him to attack 


me on that head; but that he was above "ng ſeduced | 


by ſo unworthy au artifice, 


The laſt charge is, that I legally ſeized : a Spanich 
| veſſel; that I carried her with a loading from the Shore - 
that I returned in her with merchandize; that I W 

ſold her; and that I pretended to have the authority of the 
governor of Jamaica for all this. But J have diſproved the 

firſt and fourth of theſe aſſertions, and ſo explained and qua- 
lified the other three, as to evince, that neither of them, 
| when properly underſtood, will juſtify the leaſt reflection 
a upon me. Your Lordſhips have it in proof before you, 
that my ſeizure of the veſſel was for the benefit of the Spaniſh 
owner, who had been injuriouſly deprived of her, and was | 
100 only legal, but clearly ſo, even by the confeſſion of my ace 
| | cuſers ; z they at other times blaming me for not having made the 
ſeizure ſooner, and inconſiſtently aſſuming to ſome of them- 
_ ſelves, though without any foundation, the merit of hav- 
ing forced me by their complaints to make the ſeizure. 
It is alſo in proof, that, though I ſent the veſſel to Jamaica, 
it was from the want of means to return her to the Spaniſh 
| owner from the Shore, and in order to wait the orders 
of the governor of Jamaica; and that, as to the loading, 
the trifle I ſent in her ſerved as uſeful ballaſt, and was 
| ſent openly with the uſual charge for freight, My return= 
= ing in her is explained to have been neceſſary, in conſe. 
quence of Sir William Trelawny” s not chooſing to take 
the charge of her, and in other reſpects to have been 


equally innocent. I have alſo ſhewn, that the ſale of the 


ſchooner was not in the leaſt colluſive or colourable, but 
was a real and lune fide tranſaction, | It farther appears, 


that 
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- ( 144 ) : 
chat 1 did aft by authority of the governor of Jamaica in 
offering to pay the Spaniſh owner the full value of the 
ſchooner at the time of capture; and that I never pre- 


tended to have had his authority in any other part of the | 
A ROY RS. 


Your Lordſhips have now in your poſſeſſion the full ex- 


preſſion of my defence; with a full explanation of the 
grounds, on which I urge your Lordſhips to reſcue the 
| honour and character of a faithful ſervant of the crown, 
from the long and injurious attacks of a | confederacy of : 


accuſers. 


It is no ſmall concern to me, that I es fond it 
impracticable to do juſtice to my caſe; without ſo long in- - 
truding on the patience of this honourable board. But the | 
great number of the direct charges againſt me, the nu- 8 bY 

merous little circumſtances adduced collaterally to give a 
colour to the accuſation, the many years to which the 

charges extend, the length and the variety of the pro- 
ceedings i in the caſe; all theſe circumſtances being con- 
ſidered, I do hope, that your Lordſhips will not think 

me unneceſſarily troubleſome. - 
It hurts me too, that my own e PET not 115 | 
| accompliſhed, without ſo often reſorting to ſtrong language 

concerning the conduct of my accuſers. Throughout 1 

have endeavoured to avoid aſperity, ſo far as it could be . 

= ſpared, without a ſacrifice of ſome truth eſſential to my 

defence. But my accuſers have ſo conducted themſelves 

towards me, that the juſtification of my innocence, and 

| the expoſal of their improper practices, became inſepa - 

rably connected, and the one could. not be made maniſeſt 
without the other. 

There 
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( 145 ) 
There are many diſadvantages, which I have been forced 
to ſubmit to in the courſe of this defence. — One is, that to 


this moment I have not been able to ſee any part of the af. 
fidavits or other evidence ſent to Sir William Trelawny ; 


though there 1s not any other evidence againſt me, except 


the ſingle affidavit of Mr. Gilibert ſwearing by one gene- 
ral oath to the truth of all the allegations in the Accuſatory 
Memorial of Nov. 1773, and the State of Facts its com- 
panion. In conſequence of this, I have been throughout 
forced to defend myſelf, as if the effect of the evidence 
was exactly ſuch, as my accuſers have thought proper to 
repreſent: whereas if I had ſeen the evidence, there might 
| have been room to have made very oppoſite inferences from 
it; and by diſcovering contradiction or deteCting untruths 
in one part, I might have deſtroyed the force of another. 
Whether I am expoſed to this inconvenience from acci- 
dent, or from any management of my enemies, I am un- 
able to determine. Other diſadvantages ariſe from my 
ö loſs of a great number of papers in my diſtreſsful voyage 
| home from the Shore, ſrom the great diſtance of time as to 
| moſt of the tranſactions which are the fubjects of the accu- 
| ſation, and more eſpecially from the difficulty of encounter- 
ing aſhdavits of converſations which paſſed many years 
ago. — But notwithſtanding all this, I truſt, that I have fully 
ſucceeded in deteCting the miſrepreſentations, the untr uths, 
the ſuppreſſions, the inconſiſtencies, and the contradictions, 
with which the charges againſt me, and the proceedings of 
- my accuſers in the ſupport of them, ſo wonderf ully abound; 
and that, ſrom one end of the Caſe to the other, I have 
evinced the charges againſt me to be calumnies, fabri- 
| cated by perſons, who became accufers of me, with no 


better motives, than from a dread of, and to preclude the 


erimination of themſelves. Their original accuſation of 
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me indy followed my refuſal to ſubſcribe to theit 
firſt revolt; their ſecond revolt was planned at the ſame time 


with their revivedaccuſation, after ſuffering it to be dormant 
for near tios years, Of the twenty-five perſons, whole 
names appear to the firſt Accuſatory Memorial againſt me 
to the Secretary of State for the American department, 
Captain Lawrie and ten others were magiſtrates or officers 
under the government eſtabliſhed on the firſt revolt; Cap- 
tain Lawrie and nineteen others were counſellors, magiſtrates, 
or inferior officers under the ſecond, and, as ſuch, objects of 
two condemnatory proclamations from the government of 
Jamaica in the King's name. Excluſive of the numerous 
other circumſtances, are not theſe of themſelves ſufficient 
do prove, that my accuſers, in charging me, are in truth _ 
: {truggling to defend themſelves; and that, by undue 5 
2 practices, they have forced me into the diſadvantageous 
fituation, which they ought to occupy? 15 
Hou diſtreſſed they have been for materials of accuſa- 
tion appears, not only from the facility of detecting moſt 
ol their miſ-ſtatements, but alſo from their not being able, 
in the courſe of my active ſervice as ſuperintendant for the 
five years aſter their firſt attack of me in 1 771, to ſuggeſt 8 
ſo much as one new ſubject of charge againſt me of a later 
date; though they have been ſo many years engaged in 
ſcrutinizing my conduct, and in writing memorials 


upon it, During, then, the laſt five years of my ſu- 


perintendency, even by the implied confeſſion of my 
accuſers, my actions were at leaſt unexceptionable. Whe- 
ther my previous conduct was not equally fo, whether 1 
deſerved praiſe or cenſure for it, is finally to be de- 
cided by your Lordſhips; a deciſion, which, now that 
your Lordſhips have heard my defence, I not only ſubmit 
myſelf to with the ſincereſt reſpect, but even ſollicit with 5 
the greateſt wenn ON 
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APPENDIX 


Extract from an Af of his late Majefly in Council, bearing 
Date the 14th 1. June 1744, being ſo much of a Report 
* 


made to their Excellencies the Lords Fuſtices, on the 11 of 


September, 174.3, as relates to the Election of a Council for 


| the Bay of Honduras. 


AF D as the people of this country have hitherto 
lived without any government, and without any 
laws, but ſuch as have been dictated by mere neceſlity, 
and eſtabliſhed by common conſent, if your Excellencies 
are pleaſed to receive them under his Majeſty's protec- 
tion, it may be neceſſary that ſome kind of civil govern- 
ment, ſuch as their preſent circumſtances will admit of, 
| ſhould be eſtabliſhed amongſt them; and if the engineer 
who ſhould be ſent thither ſhould be eſteemed capable 
of that truſt, he may for the preſent, and to ſave ex- 
pence, be appointed his Majeſty's governor of this 


This governor may be ordered, upon his arrival at 


Beliſe, to ſummon the inhabitants, and publiſh his com- 

He may be entruſted to direct them to chuſe from 

- amongſt themſelves, by majority of votes, twelve of their 
principal ſettlers, to form a council, whoſe vacancies, by 
death or removal from the colony, may for the future be 
ſupplied by the nomination of the governor. „ 
Ihe governor and council, before they proceed to do 
buſineſs, may be directed to take the uſual oaths appoint- 


ed to be taken by governors and counſellors. 


Ihey may be impowered to make bye- laws * 
to the laws of England, and ſubject to his Majeſty's ap- 
pProbation or diſallowance, for the eſtabliſhing peace, po- 
licy, and good order in the colony; but the ſaid bye- 
laws ſhould be of no force until the governor ſhould have 
ſeparately given his aſſent to them. = 


I he governor and council may likewiſe be impowered 


to decide in all caſes, civil and criminal, in a ſummary 


way, bur agreeable to the laws of Great Britain. 
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' No. II. 


Certificate in Relation to Capt, Hodgſon, from the Head Maſ- 
ter of the Military Academy at Waolwich. . 


. Woolwich, Jan. 24th, 1752. 
| THIS is to certify, that Robert Hodgſon has attend- 


cd the academy whilſt he was a cadet in the royal regi- 
ment of artillery, from the year 1746 or 7, to the latter 


end of 1749; during which time he has ſtudied algebra, 
geometry, and ſeveral other uſeful branches of the ma- 


thematics, for which he has a great genius; he has like- 


wiſe learned fortification, artillery, ſurveying, menſura- 


tion, and drawing; and as he has always behaved in a 
genteel manner, we could not refuſe to give him the 


above character, which he juſtly deſerves. 


The ſaid Robert Hodgſon attended the academy dur- 


ing the time he was an officer, and was the firſt in the 
mathematical claſs. Et, 1 


No. UI. 


Extract. from ſome Litters, ſhewing that Captain Flodgſon 


. was deemed to have much Knowlege of Middle America. 


THE late Robert Wood, Eſq. (then under-Secretary of | 
Zune thus writes of Capegin Hodgſon to his mother, July 


24th, 1762, I alſo ſet forth to that gentleman the ma- 
© nifeſt propriety of putting Mr. Hodgſon in his father's 


b place, who, from his knowledge of that country, is beyond 
, diſpute beſt qualified to ſucceed him, I alſo added, 


ce that all the material information I was able to callect 
„relative to that country, was furniſhed by him, while 


4 he ſtaid in England; and indeed J made ſo little doubt 

of his being appointed to the Moſquito Shore, that I 

„ aſſured him, if I was in office, I ſhould make it a 

duty to do him juſtice, as I really meant the * 
1 


„ ſervice as much as the benefit of your family: 
e ſtating this matter in its true light, I don't doubt 
„ the ſame motives will engage Mr. Mackenzie to re- 
port theſe facts to his brother, and that juſtice will 


| JOHN MULLER. 


but 
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et be done to Captain Hodgſon. As far as my teſtimony 
cc in his favour can have any weight, you may very 


« freely command it.” 5 . 
The Earl of Egremont (Secretary of State) in his 
letter of April 23d, 1763, to the governor of Jamaica, 


mentions Captain Hodgſon's knowlege of the conti- 


nent in the Weſt Indies rendering him particularly fit 
for a ſpecial ſervice there. 5 
General Conway (Secretary of State), in his letter of 
March 12, 1766, to the Lords of the Treaſury, about 
Captain Hodgſon's conduct in executing the 17th Ar- _ 
ticle of the Peace, mentions his having done thereby 


eſſential ſervice to his country; and that he had thereby 


_ fulfilled what Lord Egremont had wrote he expected 
I 7 ED ELD, es 


No. IV. 


| Shore to the King, in 1766. 


Prayer of the Petition of the Inhabitants of the Moſquito | 


WE, the principal of your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and 
loyal ſubjects on the Moſquito Shore, do therefore moſt 
| humbly pray your Majeſty will be graciouſly pleaſed to 
take this our deplorable ſituation into your royal conſidera- 
tion, and grant us ſuch relief as in your Majeſty's great 

_ wiſdom ſhall ſeem meet; and your petitioners, as in 
duty bound, ſhall ever pray, &c. „ 


Greas Black River, Mabquito Shore,” .. 


May 31, 1766. 


; William Pitt, | | John Bourke, 
William Stoteſbury, Philip Bode, 


George Hewm, Bartholomew Gilibert, 


Daniel Hewlett, John Bruce, 
Tho. Marriott Perkins, John Dodgſon. 
John Pitt, e 
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N o. V. 


Letter of the Inhabitants of the Moſquito Shore to the lats 
_ Earl of Chatham, in 1766. 
% . a CCC . 
WE, the principal inhabitants on the Moſquito Shore, 
having this day ſigned an humble petition to our moſt 
gracious ſovereign George the Third, and not knowing 
any means by which we might with reaſon expect its 
being ſo ſoon preſented to, and granted by the beſt of 
kings, as our having the happineſs of being patronized 
by a gentleman of your known attachment to the ho- 
nour and intereſt of our king and country, we are there- 


by emboldened to incloſe the petition, and humbly en- 1 
treat the honour of having for our patron a gentleman 8 
of your patriotic ſpirit, by which we make not the leaſt 
doubt of the Moſquito Shore being, in a few years, of HK 
greater conſequence to the Britiſh crown than any other 4 


of his Majeſty's colonies and plantations, not only in the 
valuable productions of the place, but by its ſituation for _ 
vending the manufactures of Great Britain in time of 
peace; and its conveniency for invading the rich pro- 
vinces of Spain bordering on us, which we could greatly B 
diſtreſs (at any time) with a ſmall force from hence. We = 
therefore beg leave to mention, that if we could have [ 
the happineſs of being immediately made a civil government, 


entirely independent of Famaica, and protected by an inde= $ 
pendent company ſent from Europe, and at the ſame ; 


* 


time have a block-houſe built, with proper conveniencies 
therein for the conſinement of debtors and our negroe 
flaves, as well as for our retreat in caſe of imminent 
danger, we ſhould then vye with each other in cultivat- 
ing the Moſquito Shore, which would thereby add con- 
ſiderably to the Britiſh revenue, as the place is capable of 
producing, in the utmoſt perfection, every article (of 
Whatever kind) that is produced in any of the other 
Britiſh colonies and plantations. We likewiſe humbly 
hope for your patronage in pleading with the beſt of 
kings for his royal favour to and protection of us, not 
only in what we have already related, but that he would 
be moſt graciouſly pleaſed to ſend us a clergyman, and 
encourage the ſettlement of the Moſquito Shore, parti- 
oo 7 cularly 
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cularly near Great Black River, with Palatine and other 
poor families; as we always ſhall be able, with a good 
independent company, two hundred white men of the 
place, our truſty ſlaves, and the Moſquito Indians, to 
defend this place __ whatever force the Spaniards 
can ever ſend againſt us from their provinces borderin 


on the Moſquito Shore, provided we had a few cannon, 


ſufficiency of ammunition, and a proper block-houſe. 


The Moſquito Indians have four chiefs, the king, 

general, governor, and admiral, who govern indepen- 
dent of each other, and have their titles by hereditary 
right, but are always ready to join in the defence of 


the whole nation, and of the Engliſh, for whom they 


have a great and laſting friendſhip. The general (whoſe 
name is Tempeſt) can raiſe more men than either of the 
other chiefs, lives the nigheſt to this ſettlement, and has 
been, and will always be ready to aſſiſt us with all his 
forces whenever we are threatened with danger: he is a 
worthy, honeſt, and brave man, a ſincere friend to our 
molt gracious Sovereign and all his ſubjects, and a great 


enemy to the Spaniards. 


General Tempeſt being greatly defirous of having the 


honour to ſee our Royal Maſter, we have procured the 


general a paſſage home in company with Mr. George 
Hewm, an inhabitant of this place, who goes paſſenger 

in the brig Beverly, James Montgomery, maſter, and 
will return to this ſettlement next ſpring ; and we have 


given direCtions for our faithful friend (General Tempeſt) 


to wait on, and have the honour of preſenting this letter 
to you on his arrival in London. 1 5 


We ſhould not have preſumed to addreſs you, were we 
not fully convinced of your inclination to do what is 


good; and nothing can be more ſo than the obtaining 
relief and protection for the moſt diſtreſſed and moſt loyal 
of his Majeſty's ſubjects, who have had the unhappineſs 
of being deprived, at the peace, of the few cannon and 
ſoldiers which were before allowed them by the beſt of 


king. We are, Dir, Cas 

>. , aue retpect,..” - 
_ Your molt obedient, 
And moſt humble ſervants, 
Daniel Hewlett, 
Randolph Donaldſon, 


William Pitt, 
William Stoteſbury, 


WI > — 


John 
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John Lawrie, Philip Bode, 
Richard Hungerford, Bartholemew Gilbert 

George Hewm, John Bruce, 
Thomas Marriot Perkins, John Dodgſon, 
John Pitt. Robert Lowes, 

John Bourke, _ Bryan M Daniell. 

Great Black River, Moſquito Shore, 
May the 3 iſt, 176. 


No. VI. 


| Letter from Mr. George Hewm to Captain Hodeſon, defiring 


the latter to undertake the Management of the Petition of 


the Inhabitants of the Moſquito Shore in 1766. 


„ Auguſt gth, 1766. 


IN conſequence of your deſiring to have in writing 
what I ſaid to you in converſation, I now repeat, that 
had the inhabitants of the Moſquito Shore known you 
had been in England, the petition to his Majeſty and the 
public papers would have paſſed through your hands, 


and alſo the tranſactions ariſing therefrom, providing it 
would have ſuited you to attend to that buſineſs ; 5 


| Iam, Sir, with reſpect, 
Jaour moſt humble ſervant, 


| GEORGE HEWM. 


ut 
they all thought you would have left England before 
they arrived: and as I myſelf am now going to do ſo in 
a few days, I beg you will take the whole affair upon 
_ yourſelf, and conduct it with your beſt experience and 
judgment, of which IT make no doubt, for the welfare 
of the Moſquito Shore. „ wo _ 


No. VII. 


Prodemation from Captain Hedeſon, encouraging the Magi /- 


trates on the Moſquito Shore, to continue tbeir Funttions 
er his Arrival there. 


BY THE KING, 
A P R O c L AMA TION. 


WHERE AS the due adminiftration and exerciſe of 


the powers and authority of legiſlature and government 
- ought not at any time to have interruption, our royal 
will and pleaſure is, that all magiſtrates or other perſons 
| hitherto exerciſed therein, and belonging thereto, in our 
| ſettlements on the Moſquito Shore, do go on and con- 


tinue in the ſame ſtate without alteration, until our far- 


5 ther will and 3 be made known. 


' Witneſs Robert Hodgſon Eſa. Su- 
perintendant of the Settlements 


| By mand of the- . e the Moſquito Shore, at Black 


— River, this 25th of July, 1768. 
3 85 ROBERT HODGSON. 
No. VIII. 


: Public ne concerning the Council propeſed by Cap- 


tain Hoagfon. Sent all along the Coaſt, 


| Memorandum for the Information of thoſe | 8 


I T has been thought expedient that a council ſhould 


be elected for the forming of laws, and the better in- 


_ peace, policy, and good order among the differ- 

ent in 55 
to conſiſt of twelve perſons, one half thereof, at the laſt, i 
to be choſen by the free voice of the people. 5 


abitants of the Moſquito Shore, the ſaid council, 


As the ſuperintendant will ſoon proceed Ne the 


whole coaſt no definitive meaſure in this matter will be 
Put in execution antecedent thereto. 
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No. IX. 


Netification for a farther Confideration about the fegen 


Council. 


NOTIFICATION. 


' Moſquito Shore. 
WIIEREAS certain ſalutary meaſures for the welfare 


of the ſettlement of the Moſquito Shore have been poſt- 
poned, until the inhabitants of the windward parts 
thereof ſhall have had ſufhcient and timely information 
of the ſame. 


This is to give notice; that, as che r in- 


tends ſetting out this week for thoſe parts, he deſires the 
inhabitants of this place to meet him on Friday next, the 


th of October, at ten of the clock in the forenoon, at 


the King's Houſe, then and there to conſider of the fu- 
ture . or 1 the ſaid meaſures into effect. 


Given under my Hand at Black River, | 


this 5th day of October, 1768. 
ROBERT HODGSON, 


N 0. X. 
5 r hes FE Election of a Coun of 7 welve, 
Moſquito Shore. | : F 
"tb 8) _ 


By Robert Hodgſon, Eſquire, Superintendant. of the 


Moſquito Shore; z 
A PROCLAMATION. 


1 WHEREAS it hath kann determined, that „ 
ſhould be formed for the making bye-laws and regula- 


tions for the better enabling the inhabitants of this ſet- 


tlement to live with peace, policy, and good order; and 
it having been farther determined that ſuch council 
| ſhould conſiſt of twelve perſons elected by the free voice of the 


20hole people : this is to make it known to all his Ma- 


jeſty's ſubjects herein concerned, that the time of ſuch 
W 18 fixed to be the xoth day of February 1768. 


RIS! | =? PR 
e 
> $22, Low 


2 


13989 


in the forenoon, on the ſouth bank of Black Rivers 


Weſtern Lagoon ; and they are hereby ſummoned to aſ- 
ſemble thereon accordingly. 


Given under my hand and ſeal at - 
By command of the ſu- arms at Bluefields Bluff, the 7th. 
Feri. day of November, 1768. 


 Heory Corrin, ſecretary. 
HORS HODGSON. 


No. 4 


Proclamation ping the Day 7 the Eldon. 


Moſquito Shore. 
(L. S.) 


* Robert Hodgſon, Eſquire, Superintendant of the ; 
Moſquito Shore, 


EY r G e l A u 1 T 1 0 . 


WHEREAS ſeveral of the principal inhabitants of 
tbis ſettlement have repreſented to me their deſire, that 
the general aſſembly of the whole people, which was to 
| have been on the morrow, ſhould be poltponed until the 
preſent favourable weather may have given time, for ſuch 
other of the inhabitants as the late weſterly winds may 
have detained, to arrive hither; and it appearing to me 


_ that the ſo doing will be a proper meaſure : it is hereby 


made known that the ſaid aſſembling of the people is 
. until the 20th inſtant. 


Given under my "IE" and ſeal at 
By command of the su- arms at Black River, this gth Gy | 
— of February, 769. 


- ſecretary. . | 
ROBERT HODGSON. | 


+3 Ea. 


1 


No. XII. 
. Proclamation farther pęſiponing the Day of Election. 
þ Moſquito Shore. 
8) 
By Robert Hodgſon, Eſquire, Superintendant of the 1 
Moſquito Shore, 3 
A'PROCLAMATION. of 
' WHEREAS the aſſembling of the whole people for | AB | 
the election of perſons, whereof to form a council, © | 
ſtands poſtponed until the twentieth inſtant : this is to 1 


make it known, that on account of the late bad weather, 
| it 1 farther poſtponed until the twenty-eighth inſtant. 


Given under my hand and ſeal at 
By 8 of the ſu- arms at Black River, this 18th 
perintendant day of February. 


e ROBERT HODGSON. 


No. XIII. 


Later Her om Captain Laurie to Lieutenant Tabu. 


Black River, Moſquito Shore 


25th of mas 1769. 
Dear Sir ; 


AS I was informed hs other day by our friend 
Brearton, that you was in good health and happy amongſt 
your friends, I take this opportunity of giving you joy,. -N 
and at the ſame time to make you an offer of any ſer- 
vices that may be in my power here; and ſhould it be 3 
by any means in my power, it will give me much plea- T7 
lure; but as they ſay there is ſomething of ſelf-intereſt N 
that influences all our actions, | muſt confeſs a little in 
the following affair, in which I beg your aſſiſtance in my | 
own name, and the principal inhabitants here. We have a 

a perſon who calls himſelf our commanding officer, 
though I have ſeen nothing yet that gives him that right. 
He alſo informs ſome that we are independent of Ja- 


maica, 


— 
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( I) 


maica, which, if ſo, gives us much concern, and | in that 


_ caſe muſt look upon ourſelves as abandoned by all the 


world. As I know the goodneſs of your heart, I muſt in- 
treat you will inform me, by the firſt opportunity, what 
ou think of our ſituation, or whether the governor of 
amaica has any orders regarding us; and whether you 
do not think it would be right for us to addreſs his excel- 
lency, laying our ſituation before him. Many here are 


poſſeſſed of conſiderable intereſts, chiefly in negroes, 
whole intereſt it will be to provide for their ſafety in 


believe me to be, 


ſome other place. You will pardon this enden, and 


Dear Sir; 
Your moſt obedient ſervant, 
1 J. 1 A WRIE 


p. 8. I you Pate 1 you may deten my beſt reſpects 


to his excellency, and that I am ready to endet him "any 
ſervice in my power at this place. | 


3 To Thomas Trelawny, Eſq. 


n PROS. 


No. xIV. 


Let from Coptain Hodgſon to  Coptit Lawrie. 
8 1 x, . 
in your letter to Mr. Thoibaa Trelawiiy, dated Fe- 


bruary 25th 1769, you make mention of me in the fol- 

| lowing words: We have a perſon who calls himſelf 

our commanding officer, though I have ſeen nothing yet 
that gives him that right ; he alſo informs ſome that we 


are, &c.“ 
Thoſe words muſt, to every indifferent a convey 


an idea hurtful to me, with regard to my character and 
conduct, and which I do not deſerve. 


Therefore, I now aſk you as a man of honiour, to in- 


form me whether that idea is conſonant to what you in- 


tended when you wrote? 
As I have mentioned the letter, I muſt ſay that there 


are other parts of it in which I differ much in opinion 
We 1 8 from 
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( 12 ) 
from you, but which I think we may reconcile without 
difficulty. 125 
Mlioſquito Shore, Lam, Sir, „ | 
. July 28th, 1779. Your humble ſervant, 


Captain James Lawrie. 


No. XV. 
8 e 22 $ Speech to the Inhabitants of the Mi fo uito 


Shore, about their Intention of repreſenting their State and 


Di Ar efſes to the Throne, Maar the e710 f Auguſt, 1769. 


Gentlemen, 


I HAVE frequently mentioned. in private, to "Py 
bf you as have afforded me an opportunity, the expedi- 
ency of repreſenting, in a proper manner, the ſtate of 
this ſettlement ; but as I have not been happy enough to 
find that concurrence of ſentiment I wiſhed for, I have 
now aſſembled you together that I may open myſelf, and 

hear you, on this important lubjed, in the moſt general 


and public manner. 


1 am informed, Gentlemen, that you have lately been 
conſidering among yourſelves the wants and neceſſities of 


this ſettlement. I am alſo informed, that you have ad- 


| | Juſted your ideas and wiſhes on thoſe heads. I have, 
therefore, to declare to you, that you will now, and at a 


times, find me ready to give you all the aſſiſtance in my 
power, and to ſupport any repreſentation that may be 


55 of ſervice in thoſe matters. 


have to acquaint you, that the channel for conveying 
information, relating to the ſtate of this ſettlement to the 


crown, is now open; a channel with which you hare 


already been made acquainted, and which is directed 


and ordered by the King, who has commanded me to 


' tranſmit to the Secretary of State, for his Majeſty, all 


matters of uſeful information relating to the internal 
ſtate of the ſettlement. 7 
In purſuance of this part of my inſtructions I now ſay, 
make me acquainted with your wants and deſires, and 1 


wal with the utmoſt * A my aſſiſtance to put 
| them 


ROBERT HODGSON. 
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them into form and method, and will certainly tranſmit 


them by the channel that is already mentioned. 

T have to add, that as the King, in his royal e 
has determined upon and eſtabliſhed this channel, it 
muſt require new directions from him before any ber 
can be made uſe of with propriety; and even if, after a 


length of time, another ſhould be obtained, it could not 
be ſo certain, ſo direct, or ſo deſireable. 


Therefore I repeat to you, gentlemen, that if you 


make known to me the diſtreſſes and ſtate of the ſettle- 
ment, they ſhall be tranſmitted in order to be laid before 
his Majeſty without delay; and I have no doubt but that 


in his royal wiſdom and paternal love for his people, he 


will lend a ready ear to your requeſt, and order every 
proper meaſure for your ſupport and comfort. | 


No. xvi. | 
Later from Captain Hodgſon t to Captain Lawrie, 5 


| Moſquito Shore, Aug. 8, 1769. 
-* I R, 


10 tell me you have been informed; by a letter 
from Jamaica, that I there ſaid I ſhauld be 4 to prove, 
that the inhabitants of the Muſquita Shore did not defire you 
to write about that country's independence of Jamaica. In 
the firſt place, I declare whoever wrote you that in- 

formation, has endeavoured to impoſe upon you a falſity. 
T well know, that the inhabitants were conſulting about 
a memorial to the governor of Jamaica on that ſubjeR, 
when you propoſed to them the writing firlt a private 
letter to an acquaintance, to get him to afford you all 
the intelligence he was able on that particular, antece- 
dent to any memorial which might be determined upon: 

that they aoreed to this, and deſired you would write; in 
| conſequence whereof you wrote your letter to Mr. Tho- 

mas Trelawny, dated February the 25th, 1769. . 
But you muſt allow me to recite, for the ſake of my | 


own honour, that. that letter was ſent away before any 


biber perſon had ſeen it except Mr. George Hewm (owing, I 


believe, to the ſuddenneſs of the opportunity), and that 
am perfectiy lausfed no ſort of reilection upon me 


. was 
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was thereby deſigned, as in your letter of the zth th: 
| Rant you give me your word of hanour that you did not 
üntend any. | 


I am, Sir, with great truth, 
| Your moſt obedient, 
And molt humble ſervant, 


1 58 ROBERT HODGSON. 
Capt. James Lawrie, 


No. xvn. 
Letter from Captain Laurie to Captain Fabia, 


811 


I RECEIVED yours, and to my fatisfaQion, only 
; that paragraph regarding no body ſeeing the letter but 
George Hewm. If he had no ſeen it, it would not avail- 
ed. I only knew I was at that time writing the ſenti- 
ments of the inhabitants; however, the letter from the 
= public ſhall be heard of 1 no more, and am, Sir, 


Black River, Vour moſt obedient ſervant, | 
: Aug. 8. 1769, „„ 1 LAWRIE: 


| Robert matte, ; — 


No. XVIII. 
f Lake from Mr. 1 3 2 . be 


concerning the Communication of the Governor 4 tas 


: worth the e Admiral Diſſen. 


Pearl Rey Lagoon, Sept inth, 1769. 
81 n, 


x HAD the honour of a letter from you by: a ſmall 
5 veſſel of Mr. Pitts, wherein you condeſcended to order 
me to lay before you any matter that might occur on 


55 this part of the Shore. 


It is reported the Spaniards are attempting to alienate 
dhe affection of the Moſquitoes from the Engliſh. That 
| Faber Hall and Tus Chord, two Jenſib ible Indians of Dilſon's 


Jem 


ee 2 e 
4 


e 


| Robert Hodgſon, Eſq. 85 


4 : 


family, have been at Carritagua, in the neighbourhood of Mas 


tina, and received ſame preſents, &c. from the governor and 


principal people there. That they (the Spaniards) propoſe this 
year routing the Engliſh, if they can get the Indians to connive 


at it, and building a fort at St. John s and Blewfields. 
Ar. Abraham Tongſton, who is going to Sandy Bay, 


and propoſes ſeein ng you before he returns, will inform 
| = particularly of the 


whole, 


I am, Sir, with the moſt profound reſpect, 
Lour moſt obedient, moſt devoted, 
And moſt humble ſervant, 


ALEX. PATTERSON. 


No. XIX. 


5 Latte from Mr. John Pott 2 Captain Hodgſon, on the ſame 


Sr ect. 


To Robert Hodſon, Eſq. Commander in Chief on 
the Moſquito Shore. 


81 R, 


I ARRIVED in a this Lagoon the 16th ultimo, fee 


which the inhabitants here have been under great con- 


_ cern, occaſioned by a late improper commerce between 
ſome of the ancient natives in this Lagoon, and the 


Spaniards at Cartago; the circumſtances of which are 


too obvious to go unnoticed : nor can ſo dangerous an 


attempt (as hath been conſulted on by the above parties, 


which threatens the lives of his Britannick Majeſty's 


ſubjects in this country), be too ſoon difconcerted by 
the earlieſt methods, neceſſary to be taken ; reference to 


he had to your better judgment. 
I have as ſuch propoſed he moſt ſpeedieſt intelligence be- 


ing ſent to you, as commander in chief on this continent, 
in behalf of the Engliſh, who are become ſettlers there- 


on, and by way of petition to be ſent expreſs; > becauſe, 


at your pleaſure, it would be found in ſome form for 
| thoſe gentlemen appointed under you, for redreſſing of 
erer juſt complaint, tending for or againſt the ſafety, 
| e intereſt, 
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E 
intereſt, and welfare of all our good King's ſubjects re- 
fiding on this Shore. e . 
But no meeting yet had, nor that immediate likelihood | 
the preſent caſe requires, I have thought it not only my 
duty as a ſubject, but as well my ſafety, and that of 
others, to give you the earlieſt intimation of this griev- 
ance, plainly fecing the neceſſity there is for your pre- 
ſence ; I well knowing that delays many times are at- 
tended with danger, which cannot too ſoon be ſtayed. 
J ſpeak feelingly in myſelf, nor have the leaſt reaſon to 
doubt your good-will and reſolution, in relieving us from 
ſuch feeling complaints. Reſting the redreſs on your ſu- 
perior ability, I remain, with all due ſubmiſſion and 
VNV Sir, your moſt obedient, humble ſervant, 


1 pearl Key Lagoon, 10H N POT TS. 


No. XX. 8 


: Leiter from Mr. Abraham Tonofton to Captain Hedg ſon, en 


1 Pearl Key Lagoon, Sept. 16, 1769. 
SIR, d Pol 
Four's I have received, and have expect you before 
this. There has been a great deal of diſturbance here. 
I wiſh you will come up as ſoon as poſſible; for we ex- 
| ped the Spaniards to fettle Blewfields very ſoon, if not 
prevented: for I underſtand they are fitting out of many 
ſeaport-towns, as allo out of Grenada. vir, according 
to your defire, I am in a fair way of ſettling a trade at 
Blewfields River. More at Jarge when I fee you. I ex- 
pect to be at Sandy Bay in twelve days. : b 


I am, Sir, your humble ſervant, 
. A ABRAM FONOSTON. 
Robert Hodgſon, KI.. 


No, 
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No. XXI. 


Memorial from the Windward Coaſt of the Moſquito Shore 
up to Sir William Trelawny. 


To his Excellency Sir William Trelawny, Bart, 
Captain-General and Governor of the Iſland of 

Jamaica, and the Territories thereon depending 

2 | in America, Chancellor, Vice-Admiral, &c. &c. 


The humble Memorial of ſundry Inhabitants reſiding 
on the Windward Part of the Moſquito Shore, 
ſheweth, %%% 3 


IHA your memorialiſts labour under the greateſt 
anxiety, on account of a diſſaffection of a part of Moſ- 
quito Indians, and have very ſubſtantial reaſons to be- 
lieve that they have entered into a treaty with the Spa- 


15 niſh governor of Carthago, as the following circum- 
2 | ſtances will more particularly ſhew. 

| On the 24th June laſt, Jaſper Hall (brother to the 
5 Moſquito admiral, Dilſon) John Coſt and Vizer, both 


Moſquito men, and of the Moſquito admiral's party to- 
gether, a Spaniſh Indian, an interpreter, went in their 
craft to Rio de Matina, or Carpenter's River, where 
they were received by the Spaniſh look-out, and imme- 
diately conducted to the city of Carthago, and received 
and entertained by the governor Don Juanquin Nava 
(whom we underſtand has already ſent a petition to your 
| Excellency, under a blind, as we imagine to cover their 
real deſigns of cutting off the inhabitants on the coaſt.) 
After entertaining them at Carthago in a moſt pompous 
manner, they diſpatched the above Vizer on the 25th 
July to the Moſquito admiral, Dilſon, with ſeveral pre- 
; ſents, and deſiring a meeting with the Spaniſh governor, 
1 the purport of which was to obtain a concurrence of the 
7 _ admiral and his party to erect the following forts and for- 
tifications, viz. at Blewhelds, which belongs to the 


5 Moſquito Shore, and is the only good harbour on this | 
* coaſt, and a frontier ſettlement, and two others at St. it 
15 John's and Blanco-point. In the interim, the Moſquito ö 
13 men were to withdraw within the limits of theſe forts, 7 
7 where they were to be attended by prieſts, to make them | 4 
1 Chril- þ 
i 4 


1 | 
Chriſtians, thereby to become natural ſubjects to the 
king of Spin. | | 
| Iſrael Sella, the Mollatto admiral, gave the firſt informa- 
tion to Abraham Tonoſton, an inhabitant, in the following 
manner, viz. that as ſoon as Admiral Dilſon's craft ſhould 
return from the ſouthward, he, Dilſon, was to go in- 
ſtantly to Matina, and ſettle theſe matters with the 


Spaniards, in order to cut off the ſettlers on the coaſt, 


while the Moſquito men were to take the woods, wheel 
round, and ſo come within the limits of the forts as be- 
fore mentioned; and we are farther informed, that the 


- governor of Carthago has diſpatched an expreſs to Porto | 
Bello for an armed brigantine and half-galley, with 


ſtores and ammunitions for carrying on this ſcheme, and 
under a pretence of taking in a lading at Rio de Matina ; 
and that as ſoon as the flood will permit the galleys in the 
lake Nicaragua are to come down to join the above ar- 


maments, and that they propoſe coming down all the Hh 


rivers on the coaſt. _ 


And for your Excellency's farther information, we, 
the principal part of the memorialiſts had a meeting with 
the Moſquito admiral, Dilſon, this day; he does acknow- 
lege all the above propoſals being made to him « Gr 

_ 
and by his behaviour in general, as well as from a former 
interview with Jaſper Hall, and Dilſon refuſing to ſhew 
the letters that came from the Spamards, which we are cer- 


| Spaniards through the means of the above Jaſper 


_ tain were conveyed to him through the hands of the ſaid 


Jaſper Hall, we have great reaſon to ſuſpe& that he is in- 


clinable to the Spaniards. 


Ihe inhabitants living on this part of the ſhore, reſid- 

ing at a great diſtance from each other, renders them in- 
capable of making the neceflary defence againſt the Spa- 

niſh deſigns. We thought we could not be too early in 
giving your Excellency the notice that theſe preparatives 


require. 


We, therefore, your Excellency's memorialiſts, pray 


for ſuch relief as your Excellency ſhall in your wiſdom 
OO on Tod ĩ on 


1 AMEs LAwRIE, 5 Patterſon, | 
An. Tounſlon, Jon Falls ond 
Hy. Jones, Tho. Nichs. L/Eftrange, 


lohn 
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John Porth, Robert Tonoſton, ” N 


Mary Timmons, John Lacay, 
Rheuben Tonoſton, John Collins, 
Waller Young, govr. John Brown, 
Thimothy Britton, William Foſter, 
Ba R TH. GILBERT, Eliz. Grahm, 
James Haiſty, Abram Tonoſton junr. 
William Weſton, Henry Tonoſton, 
Pat. Poulſon, FEliz. Brown, 
Francis M Daniel, Sarah Fleming, 
John Crott,- = --. David Lamb, 
Wm. Penyard, Stephen Butler, 
Wm. Keys, Chriſtr. Garriſon, 
John Young, Alexr. Gordon, 
_ Elizabeth Young four. John Smith, 
 Elizth. Young junr. John Collins, 
John Huſbands. James Wright, 
Ann Huſbands, John Cotter, 


Sarah Loung, Willm. Timmons, Mo 
George Simpſon, 5 a Timmons, A 


Thoms. Porter, 
Thoms. Adams, 


Pearl Quay, Lagoon, on the Moſquito Shore, 
1 85 = n . 


ean Timmons. 


= XXII. 


1 Captain Hodgſon to Mr. Alexander Patterſmn, in 


Anſwer to his, about the Governor of Cartago's Deſi Ens. 


Moſquito Shore, Oct. oth, 72769. 
SK, 


I HAVE received your letter of September 11th laſt, 
: The intelligence you communicated to me certainly has 

truth in it, and I ſhall ſpare no pains in my power to pre- 

vent any evil ariſing to this ſettlement rom the Spaniards ; 
or Moſquitoes, 
li intend to be your way ſoon; as I am now v nearly re- 
covered; in the mean time, I wiſh you ſucceſs i in your 
- 


1 am, Hir, 
Fourt &c. 


, SOBERT HODGSON, ; 


OP ag, cy * S 
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( 20 | } 
No. XXIIT. 


Captain Hodgſon, in Anſwer to Mr. Jahn Pott, on the ſame 


Subject. „ 
Muoſquito Shore, Oct. gth, 1769. 
1 HAVE received the duplicate of your letter of 


September 16th laſt, as alſo ſome other letters, confirin- 
ing the Moſquitoes attempting a commerce, as they call 


it, with the Spaniards. By this opportunity I anſwer 
them all, and that from admiral Dilſon particularly. 


I ſhould have been your way ſome time ago, but was 
prevented by a ſudden dangerous diforder, from which I 
am nearly recovered, and ſhall ſet out for your part of 


the Shore as ſoon as poſſible; for I am of opinion that 


the matter you inform me of is ſerious, and ought to be 
well looked to. JJ». 8 
I wiſh you could find out whether there was any col- 
luſion, or attempt towards agreement, about Bluefields, 
in Corrin's life-time; for, though I did ar | 


to chooſe ſpeaking of it, I had ſome grounds for ſuſpe 


ing that he had entered into ſuch matter. 


I heartily with you, and every Britiſh ſubject, the 
moſt comfortable poſſeſſion of your properties in this 
country, undiſturbed by any more vexatious and impu- 
dent turns in the temper of the natives, to which at pre- 
ſent we are too much expoled. | 


Yours, &c. 


No. XXIV. 


| Coptain Hodgſon, in Anſwer in Mr. Abraham Tengſlon, on 


the ſame Subjef, 
| Moſquito Shore, Oct. gth, 1769. 


Rom. 


I HAVE received your letter of September 16th laſt, | 
and am very ſorry that the Indians perſiſt in acting un- 
towardly ; which, if it produces any thing, muſt, in the 
eee I Re MO Re TR or MM 1 


ROBERT HODGSON. 
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flammation of the bowels) ju 
part of the Shore; but as I am now almoſt in order 
again, I ſhall very ſoon be with you, I can get any oppor- 


A. _ YL walks. S 1 
. / 17 2, He r „ Rv 2 : . 
eee e eee ee e ee 


- Fad ent the Engliſh, | 


| 5 ( 21 ) 
end, light « on their own heads. They might, with very 


little forecaſt and induſtry, ſupply every ſort of want 


they ought to have. 
I was feized with a very. dangerous diſorder (an in- 
as I was ſetting out for your 


tunity ; for I fee very plainly that I am much wanted. 
I told you once, that I thought Corrin had made ſome 


bargain with the Spaniards about Bluehelds. I wiſh you 


would get what information you can about any ſuch 


matter; for I cannot think the Spaniards will venture 


meddling with that place, except he had deluded them, 
by pretending what he had no right to. As to St. JRun 6, 


it is already their own. 


T with, when you was at Sandy Bax, it had been con- 


venient for you to have come hither; for I want much 
talk with you, knowing the very uſeful information you 


can give me about the Indians, &c. 


I have written to Dilſon, and encloſe his letter, which 
I wiſh you would tranſlate to him with the greateſt ex- 
actneſs. You may let any of his countrymen you chooſe : 
be by when you do ſlo. 
Any thing you ſettle of the kind you tell me, ſhall not 
be baulked. I wiſh I could hear oftener from you, and 
more Fc. 


I am 
| Your 3 . | 


| | ROBERT HODGSON. 
1 encloſe : a letter to Mr. Alexander Patterſon. 8 


No. XXV. 


E wire? of a "Tutte Son Captain 2 fot to the Moſquito 


Admiral Dilſon, dated Mujquito Shore, 9 Oel. 1769. 


1 HAVE received your letter of September 16th 


laſt, and have to ſay, that I fo well know that Engliſh- 


men and Moſquitomen in this country are good friends, 
except now and then little quarrels between ſingle men. 
I bave nothing to ſay about your ſending to make a 


commerce for cattle ; but you mult take care how you 


Your 
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Tour brother ought to have curſed the governor for 
ſpeaking about them. Let me tell you, that if I hear 
much more that is true about your countrymen anywiſe 


talking about hurting the Engliſh, the King of England 


ſhall know all about it. 


You know what Tempeſt has told you about the King 


of England's power, and what he can do. The King 
of England is your very good friend, and will alſo be ſo 


if your countrymen let him; for the Engliſh have now 


known you ſo long, that the King looks upon you as his 
own people and children. | LE 


1 ſend you ſome of his preſents by this craft, and 


when I come I ſhall bring a few more. The meaning of 
theſe, preſents is, that the King wants to ſhew you he 


thinks of you every year in a kind manner ; and as you 
cannot underſtand letters, he ſends little preſents, be- 
cauſe they are what you can underſtanlc. 


PA e 


Petition to the Throne from the Inhabitants of the Meſquite 5 


i Shore, in 1769. 
To the King's Moſt Excellent Majeſty in Council, 
The Petition of your Majeſty's principal Subjects, 
inhabiting the Britiſh Settlements on the Moſ- 
- quito Shore, e 5 + 
_ Moſt humbly ſheweth, EE IO 
THAT the Moſquito Shore is a part of America 


which has never been conquered by or ſubmitted to the 
Spaniards, neither have they ever had any ſort of poſ- 


ſeſſion thereof. That the inhabitants have, almoſt ever 
ſince they were firſt diſcovered, maintained a ſtrict friend- 


ſhip with the Engliſh, and have not ſuffered any other 
nation to live or trade with them, and have even made 
a formal ceſſion of their country to the crown of Great 


Britain. That the country is nearly of the ſize of Eng- 
land, is remarkably fertile, and has been found capable 


of producing in perfection, and with eaſe, whatever 


grows in any part of the Weſt Indies, and conſequently 


of yielding a vaſt fund of commerce, navigation, and 


| Increaſed revenue to Great Britain, if the cultivation 
thereof were duly encouraged, and the ſafety of the 
planter and trader well ſecured. Its preſent * are 
i 1 1 _ large, 
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large, in proportion to the few white inhabitants who 


tortoiſe ſhell, 200, ooolb. weight of ſarſaparilla, 800,000 
feet of mahogany, ſome cacao and indigo, beef-hides, 
deer-ſkins, filver, and a little gold-duſt. The duties on 
only two of theſe articles, viz. the tortoiſe-ſhell and the 
farfaparilla, when brought to England, amount to near 
7,000/. ſterling. | nu | 
But the preſent circumſtances of this very valuable 


to throw ourſelves at your Majeſty's feet, moſt humbly 


every ſort of violence, for want of ſome place of defence, 
or even of ſecurity or confinement, and at the ſame 


happen in the country; neither can we enforce, or in ſome 
_ want of a military farce to have recourſe to on occaſion. 


That ſtill urged by our feelings, and truſting to your 


ing at your Majeſty's ſeet the following things, that to 
us here upon the ſpot appear adapted to our ſituation, 
and without which we dread and believe the ſettlement 


conſiderable advantage, 


of the premiſes, will graciouſly be pleaſed to take 


remain, being annually, at leaſt, 10, ooolb. weight of 


country are molt diſtreſsful and alarming, and oblige us 


imploring your royal attention. We are obnoxious to 


time are not able of ourſelves to erect any. Of this even 
our negroes ſeem very ſenſible, and they have more than 
once given us reaſon to apprehend a total inſurrection; 

as of late have alſo the Indians, who we find have been 
for ſome time tampered with by the Spaniards to deſtroy _ 
us; and we cannot hope to oppoſe with any ſucceſs ei- 
ther of them, or to ſuppreſs any other outrages that may 


caſes even attempt to execute, any fort of civil authority, for 


Majeſty's royal goodneſs, fo univerſally known, we ven- : 
ture to hope we may be pardoned for moſt humbly lay- 


muſt ſpeedily fink for ever; viz. an eſtabliſhed mode of 

_ conſtitutional government, ſupported with two inde- _ 
pendent companies, and the commander in chief on the 
Jamaica ſtation to be ordered to affiſt the ſettlement on 

the Moſquito ſhore on any emergency, and to direct the 
ſhips of war that paſs between that iſland and Eaſt or 
Weſt Florida, to call here; as it need not, in the whole, 
delay their voyage above a fortnight; the countenance _ 
and ſhew of protection this would give, together with 

the ſure means of conveying intelligence, would be of 


Therefore, we your Majeſty's moſt faithſul ſubjeQs, 
humbly beg that your Majeſty, in conſideration 


noch 
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_ George Hewm, Ko 
Philip Bode, John Dodgſon, 


Philip John Morris, 
_ George Gough, 
Jonathan Burnet, 
Jos. Dodgſon, John Sutherland, 


( 24 ) 
the Moſquito Shore under your royal care and 
protection, and to order ſuch meaſures to be pur- 
ſued with relation thereto, as ſhall in your Ma- 


jeſty's great wiſdom ſeem moſt conducive to the 
important purpoſes aforeſaid. 


And your Majeſty's PO ſhall ever r pray, Kc. : 
Black River, Moſquito ſhore, 


October 17, 1769. 


8 


(Signed) 


7 Pitt, Daniel Hewlett, 
= Thomas Marriot Perkins, : 


Js. Lawrie, Wm. Stoteſbury, 
John Bourke, Bryan ME. Daniell, 


Robert Stoteſbury, bu John Broſter, 
Bartholomew Alexander Pitt, John Holyland, 


John Parker, David Harris, 
William Hunt, 


Henry Hardie, 
Edward Philips, 


James Home, _ Benj®. Hirons, 


John Dill, John Threadkill, 


Moſes Madox, Daniel Harly, 
George Copland, Chriſto. Garriſon, 


John Potts, : W Wat, 


Benjamin Wyatt, Joſeph Bourke, 


William Boon, | _ Francis Ellis, 
James Hoy. 


No. XXVII. 


1 Letter 1 a Comtinittes of the Inhabitants ” Cares Hodge 


ſon, recommending the en Petition to his Care and 
4 * in 176g. 


| Robert Hodgſon A Eſquire. 
Sin, 


THE inhabitants. of the Moſquito Shore having ap- 

ointed us as a committee to draw up a petition to the 
f * 's moſt excellent Majeſty, therein repreſenting the 
diſtreſſed ſituation of this valuable country, and praying 


his 
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( 25 ) 

his royal care and protection: we have accordingly 

drawn out ſuch a petition, which has been univerſally ap=. - 

proved of, and ſigned by the principal inhabitants; and 
now beg leave to incloſe and recommend it to your care 
in forwarding it to his Majeſty; and at the ſame time we 

entreat your repreſenting to his Majeſty the importance 

of this place to the Britiſh crown, and the very great 

likelihood of its being loſt for ever, unleſs very ſpeedily 

ſuccoured. ) 

Me are, ſir, 


Black River, with due reſpect, 
Oct. 17th, 1769. your molt obedient humble ſervants, 
4 Signed, William Pitt, | Philip Bode, 
7 | Daniel Hewlett, John Dodgſon, 
+. enge - James Lawrie, 


Thomas Marriott Perkins, 


1 No. XXVII.. es 
Another Letter from the Committee to Captain Hodgſon on the 
 Jame Subject, in 1769. . 


Robert Hodgſon, Eſquire. 


L WE the committee appointed by the inhabitants of 


the Moſquito Shore, having drawn up a petition to his 
molt excellent Majeſty, which was univerſally approved 
of, and by us delivered unto you, on the 17th of this in- 
| ſtant, after having been ſigned by thirty of the principal 
inhabitants, who were at that time preſent ; wo 4 another 
opportunity now offering, by which you can forward a 
duplicate of our petition via Jamaica; we herewith in- 
cloſe one, and in the names and behalf of all the inhabi- 
tants of the Moſquito Shore, beg leave to recommend 
the duplicate to your care in forwarding it to his Ma- 
jeſty; and as we are certain that no gentleman whatever 
| knows better than yourſelf what a very valuable country 
| this is, and the great importance thereof in ſeveral reſpefis 
10 Great Britain, whoſe title to it is indiſputable, and 
_ conſequently the very great revenue it would ſoon 
add to the Britiſh crown, if the cultivation and trade 
thereof were ſpeedily encouraged by the royal compliance 


* 
* « 


(46). 


with our humble petition, and without which we cannot 


expect the place to have any new ſettlers, but that it 


will be irretrievably loſt to Great Britain: we entreat 


that you will repreſent in a proper light to our moſt gra- | 
cious Sovereign, every thing neceſſary to obtain relief for 


the place in its moſt diſtreſsful and alarming ſituation : 


and we ſhall now only add, that eleven of the principal 


mhabitants who have ſigned the incloſed duplicate were 


abſent when the original petition was ſigned ; and two 
others who ſigned the original petition have been abſent. 
ever ſince, therefore know nothing of our now having an 


* to ſend a duplicate. 
-.. - We arc, br, - 
Black River, with great teſpect, | 
O00; 27th, 1769. your molt obedient humble ſervants. 
8 William Pitt, 1 James Lawrie, 
| George Hewm, Philip Bode, 


Daniel Hewlett, John Dodgſon. 


Res homas Ma arriott t Perkins, 


No 0. XXIX. 


Prot of 4 Je lls on the Moſquito Shes. to the Con- 
able for Summonius a Jury for. the 8 Seſſions CE . 


| March 1770. 


Black . „ 
Moſquito Shore. 5 March Cour 8. £7706 


BY virtue of a e a J 26th, 1968, 


3 Publiſhed by Robert Hodgſon, Ejq. ſuperintendant, &c. of 
the Muſquito Shore. 


We WMilliam Pitt, and Daniel Hewlett, Eſqs. juſtices | 


: of our ſovereign lord the King, aſſigned to keep the 


peace on the Moſquito Shore aforeſaid, and alſo to hear 


and determine divers felonies, treſpaſſes, and other miſ- 
demeanors in the faid Moſquito Shore committed: 


To William Gould, ſworn conſtable for the 1 5 


of Meſtee Creek, and IDE: River, on the ſaid N 
greeting, | 


On the bebalf of our ſovereign lord the King, we 
command you, that you omit not by reaſon of any li- 


berty 
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day, &e. Ke. 


Adams again 


(27) 


berty within the ſaid Moſquito Shore, but that you enter 
therein, and that you caufe to come before us, or others, 

juſtices aſſigned to keep the peace on the faid Moſquito 
Shore, and alſo to hear and determine divers felonies, 
treſpaſſes, and other miſdemeanors in the ſaid Moſquito 
Shore committed, on the laſt Tueſday in March next, 
enſuing, at the hour of ten in the forenoon of the ſaid 


No. XXX. 


Extra? of Proceedings at the Duarter | Sefſions in March 


1770, to fhew that Captain Lawrie placed himſelf on the 
Bench as a Fuſlice. DT Ts Moe, e 


Black River, Moſquito Shore. 


A the general quarter ſeſſions of the peace holden 


at Black River, in and for the Mofquito Shore, afore- 
ſaid, the twenty-ſeventh day of March, in the year of our 


Lord one thouſand ſeven hundred and feventy. _ 
1 Magiſtrates preſent. | 
13 13 c Eſqrs. Juſtices of the peace. 
James Hoy, Clk. Pa. 5 
„ Jury, viz. 


Edward Murphy, Foreman, John Broſter, 


_ George Hewm, William Hunt, 

Philip John Morris, William Boone, 
Moſes Maddox, Francis Weaver, 
Robert Stoteſbury, John Saunders, 
David Harris, Edward Philips. 


q This 2 ors 20 ths next 
ſeſſions, per deſire of the plainti 
James Adams. 3 


Boardman. 


1 D 2 No. 
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No. XXX I. 


: Netification concerning Lands ſaid to be * by th Indians. . 


Moſquito Shore, ſſ. 
"0 8 


By Robert Hodgſon, Eſq. Superintendant of the Mof: 


quito Shore. 


| IN order to prevent as much as poſſible the diſputes 
and matters of diſcuſſion which are likely to ariſe concern- 
ing tracts of land ſaid to be purchaſed from, or given and 

granted by the Moſquito Indians, it is hereby required 
and directed, that all perſons who think themſelves en- 


titled to any tract or tracts of land on the Moſquito 


Shore, do cauſe their reſpective titles or pretenſions to be 
regiſtered in a book, which ſhall be kept for that purpoſe 
by the clerk of the peace at Black river on the ſaid Shore, 
that the validity of their claims may be examined: and it 
is hereby declared, that whoever neglects to comply with 


this requiſition for the ſpa ace of twelve months from the 
date hereof, if reſident on, or eighteen months, if now 
abſent from the ſaid Shore, ſhall not aſterwards have be- 
nefit from ſuch bargains, gifts, or grants. 
It is alſo hereby» farther declared, that no fature In- 
dian bargains, gifts, or grants, of or for land on the ſaid 


Shore, ſhall be valid, without the ratification of the 


luperintendant. 


Given under my hand and feat. at arms at Blows 
fields, on the faid Shore, this gth day of April, in 
the tenth ycar of his Majeſty's reign, annoq. 
e 1770. 


5 command of the ſuperintendant, | 
Dignods T ho. e ſec. 


| ROBERT HODGSON, 


LE] 
No. XXXII. 
Another Precept 72 by the Fuſlices on the Moſquito Shores 
e Jury to be 3 for the Ruarter " ons, 


Black River, 
Moſquito Shore, 


June Court, 1779. 


BY virtue of @ Srodemation, dated Jul 2 26th, 1768, 
' publiſhed by Robert Hodgſon, £74. ſuperintendant, &c. of 
the Moſquito Shore. | 

We William Pitt and Daniel Hewlett, Eſqrs, ani 
of our ſovereign lord the King, aſſigned to keep the 

peace on the Moſquito Shore aforeſaid, and alſo to hear 
and determine divers felonies, trefpaſſes, and other miſ- 
demeanors, on the ſaid Moſquito Shore committed: 

To John Taylor, ſworn conſtable for the precinct 
aforeſaid, greeting. | 
On the behalf of our Sovereign Lord the King, we 
command you, that you omit not, by reaſon of any li- 
| berty within the ſaid Moſquito Shore, but that you en- 
ter therein; and that you cauſe to come before us, or 


others juſtices aſſigned to keep the peace on the ſaid 


Moſquito Shore, and alſo to hear and determine divers 
felonies, treſpaſſes, and other miſdemeanors, in the ſaid 
_ Moſquito Shore committed, on Tueſday the 26th day of 
June next, at the hour af ten in the forenoon of the 
ſame day, at Black River, in the Moſquito Shore afore- 
ſaid, twenty-four good and lawtul men of the body of 
the Moſquito Shore aforeſaid ; then and there to enquire, 
preſent, do, and perform all and ſingular ſuch things 
which, on the behalf of our ſovereign lord the King, 
ſhall be enjoined them; alſo, that you make known to 
all coroners, keepers of goals, and houſes of correction, 
| high conſtables, and bailiffs of liberties, within the Moſ- 
quito Shore aforeſaid, that they be then and there to do 
and perform thoſe things, which, by reaſon of their of- 
ice, ſhall be to be done. 
Moreover, that you cauſe to be proclaimed dn 
7 the ſaid Moſquito Shore, in proper places, the aforeſaid 
ſeſſions of the peace, to be held at the day and place 
aforeſaid ; and do you be then and there to do and ex- 
| ecute 


( 30 ) 


ecute thoſe things which belong to your office ; and have 
you as well the names of the A coroners, keepers 


of goals and of houſes of corre 


bailiffs aforeſaid, as alſo this precept. 


40 
0 
( 

T 
cc 

40 


- oh 


44 
| , <6 
cc 


Given under our hands and ſeals, at Black River, on 


the Moſquito Shore aforeſaid, the 22d day of May, 
in the tenth year of his Majeſty” 5 reign, anno. Dom. 


1770. 


DANIEL HEWLETT. (I. 8. 


WILLIAM PITT, (L. 8.) 


No. XXII. 5 
Letter from es Lawrie to Ae Hodgſon. 
Sik - 


AST find Mr. Pit will not fe at the court; 1 Bud 1 
ſhall be under the neceſſity of being there, otherwiſe a 
ſtop will be put to the courſe of juſtice. 


Jam, Sir, 


: tin: 25th, Your moſt humble ſervant, 
TE. 5” 1 LAWRIE. 


No. XXIV. 


Ext ad 4 a Letter fram Captain Hodsfon t to the Earl e 


Hillſberougb, dated 055. 75 1770. 


3 4BUT-I muſt with ſome concern inform your 
Lordſhip, that a ſingle periagua which had ſet out by 
nſelf, and by keepiig jar off at ſea bad eſcaped my 

canoe, fell upon — took a {mail Spaniſh ſchooner in 


the St, John's branch of the Lake Nicaragua. The 
Moſquitoes would have burnt her, but an Engliſh- 
man, whoſe veſſel was near foundering, ventured to 


buy her from them, by which means ſhe will in all 


probability ſoon come in my way, and then I hall ſeize 


her, ard fend ber back » the doing of which I hoge 
will ſerve to enforce. the argument in favour of the 


complainant in the encloſed paper, concerning a veſſel 
belonging to this place WANG has been taken by the 
„ Spaniards.” 


No 


ion, high conſtables, and 
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1 
No. XXXV. 
Certificate from Capt. Hodgſon, ſent with the Schooner Nica- | 


ragua, to the Governer of Jamaica, 


Moſquito * = 


(L. S.) 


By Robert Hodgſon, Eſquire, his Majeſty's Superin- 


tendant of the Moſquito Shore. 


THE SE are to certify all whom it may concern, that 
the ſchooner, called the Nicaragua, Iſrael Boardman, 
maſter, is ſuppoſed to be the property of Spaniards, who 
deſerted her from apprehenſion of the Moſquito Indians; 
that thereupon the ſaid Indians took poſſeſſion of, and 


ſold her to Philip Bode, an Engliſhman, in April "laſt : 
and alſo further to certify, that in October laſt I ſeized 
her in his Majeſty's name from the ſaid Philip Bode, in 
order to reſtore her to her ſuppoſed proper owneis; but 
not being able to procure ſufficient people to navigate her 
to the moſt likely place for that purpoſe directly, I have 
fitted her for, and ordered the aboveſaid Maſter to pro- 
cced with her to Kingſton in Jamaica, where the cir- 


cumſtances of her caſe will be laid before his Excellency | 


| the Governor of that iſland. 


Given under my hand and ſeal at arms, at Black 
| River, on the Moſquito Shore, this 22d day of 
December, in the eleventh year of his 18 To 

reign, anno Domini. 1770. 


Rohr. HODGSON. 


XXXVI. 


Bill of the Laing f the Schooner Nicaragua, when ſent to. 


Jamaica. ” 


SHIPPED, by the grace of God, in good 3 and 5 


well conditioned, by Robert Hodgſon, Eſq. on his own 
account and riſque, in and upon the good ſchooner, 


called the Nicaragua, whereof is maſtcr, under God, 


for this n voyage, myſelf (Ifrael Boardman! and 


OW 


PP *r 


_—— —Kk,-*lfñ r 


ber, 4770. 


5 a Sworn before me this 


6320) 


| now riding at anchor in Black River, Moſquito Shore, 


and by God's grace bound to Kingſton in Jamaica, to 
ſay, eighteen game, id planks, and two hundred and 
forty-ſix mahogany boards, the whole ſuppoſed to con- 
tain ſeven thouſand ſeven hundred feet, ſuperficial mea- 
ſure, being numbered as in the margin, and are to be 
delivered in like good order, and well conditioned, at 


the aforeſaid port of Kingſton, the dangers of the ſeas 


only excepted, unto the aforeſaid Robert Hodgſon, or to 
his aſſigns, he or they paying freight for the ſaid goods 
at the rate of three halfpence, Jamaica currency, per 


ſoot, ſuperficial, according to the meaſurement thereof 


for ſale, with primage and average accuſtomed. In wits 


neſs whereof I have ſigned this bill of lading, at Black 
River, on the Moſquito Shore, this 22d day of Decem- 


ISRAEL BOARDMAN. 


| Certificate of Jun Smitl's Title and Oath about the Sete. 


Nicaragua, called by him Our Bett, on his purchaſing het 


THESE are to certify all whom it may concern, that 
the ſchooner formerly called the Nicaragua, but now 
Our Bett, John Smith, maſter, is Spaniſh built, and 
having been ſold by public outcry for the benefit of her 
| former owners, the aforeſaid John Smith lawfully pur- 
chaſed her, and maketh oath, that ſhe being a ſquare- 


ſterned veſſel, burthen about twenty tons, is owned by 


himſelf only, and that no foreigner, either directly or 


JoHN SMITH. | 


Oo FS ot Re STS EY. 
| es ROBERT HODGSON. 


| And it is hereby farther certified, that this certificate 


or regiſter for the ſaid ſchooner, Our Bett, John Smith, 
maſter, is recorded in the only book of public record on 


the Moſquito Shoxe, aforeſaid. 


C2) 
Given under my hand and ſeal at arms this 21ſt day 


of March, in the eleventh year of his Majeſty's 
reign, anno Domini, 1771. 


| ROBERT HODGSON. | 


By Command of the 
 Superintendant, ED | 
Os I JOHN GALLEN. | 

IN. B. John Gallen is one of Mr. Hodgſon's accuſers.) 


JC NS 
Letter from Capt. Hodgſon to Mr. Philip Bode, about the 
© Schooner Nicarauga. e 
Sinan, | „ 


1 BEG the favour of you to acquaint the teniente 


of Carpenters River (or Valle de Matina) that laſt No- 


vember I had an opportunity of making a public ſeizure 
of the ſchooner then called the Nicaragua; that I have 
endeavoured much, and at a large expence, to ſend her 


| back to the place from whence ſhe was taken; but not 


being able to do ſo, and the alternatives that then pre- 
ſented themſelves being either to let her be ſpeedily eat 
up by the worms, or {ell her, I choſe the latter; and on 
the 21/t in/lant ſhe was publickly fold by outcry to Fobn Smith, 
late of London, for fixty-/ix pounds, Jamaica currency, 
for the benefit of her proper owners, who, after deduct- 
ing ſome expences upon her, ſhall at any time be paid 
the remaining balance, on their producing, or ſending 
proper credentials for the buſineſs. © 


8 
Pour moſt humble ſervant, 
2j pP “ 
Black River, Moſquito Shore, e „ 
March 29, 1771. 5 
Mr. Philip Bode. 


— os 


( 34 ) 
No. XXXIX. 


 Dedinus poteftatem from Sir William Trelowny to William 
_ Pitt, Agg. for him to fwear in the Magiftrates of the 
Commiſſion of the Peace, of the ſame Date, © 
JAMAICA, fl. 


GEORGE the Third, by the Grace of God 

of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, King, 

and of Jamaica, Lord, Defender of the Faith, 

Jo our truſty and well-beloved Subject, the Honourable 
William Pitt, Eſquire, greeting, 


# 


K MM 


KNOW you that we do hereby conſtitute and appoint 
vou the ſaid William Pitt to adminiſter unto Daniel 
: Hewlett, James Lawrie, George Hewm, John Bourke, 

Philip Bode, John Dodgſon, Abraham Gill, Chriſtopher 
__ Garriſon, and Alexander Patterſon, Eſqrs. the oath of 

| Allegiance and Supremacy, and alſo the oath of Abju- 

ration, and the Aſſurance appointed to be taken by an act 
of parliament, paſſed in the ſixth year of his preſent 

Majeſty's reign, entitled, An Act for altering the oath 

of Abjuration and the Aſſurance, &c. and alſo to hear 
and ſee them reſpectively repeat and ſubſcribe the Teſt, 

and alſo the uſual oath of juſtice of the peace for the 55 

Moſquito Shore; and having ſo done, you are to make 5 

due return thereof to our Captain-General and Gover- | 3 

nor in chief of our ſaid iſlanc. | 

Witneſs, his Excellency Sir William Trelawney, Bart. 

Captain-General and Governor in chief of our ſaid 
iſland of Jamaica, and the territories thereon de- 
pending in America, Chancellor and Vice-Admiral = 
of the ſame, at Saint Jago de la Vega, the ſixth 
day of April, in the eleventh year of our reign, anno 
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By his Exceliency's Command, 


THOS, TRELAWNY, (L. S.) 


W. TRELAWNY, 


No. 


0-45 -}- 
No. XL. 


Letter from the Governor of Jamaica's Secretary about tht 
Schooner Our Bett, formerly the Spaniſh Schooner Nicara- 
gua, in order to examine Circumſtances attending her. 

_ DIR, | „ 5 | 

I AM commanded by his excellency to acquaint you, 

that he deſires the ſchooner Our Bett may not ſail from 

. this iſland till you hear from him again; and that you 

* will direct Mr. John Smith, the maſter of her, to wait 

: upon the governor on Monday next as early as he can. 

VVV e 

Saturday, iſt June. Lour moſt obedient ſervant, 

S8. GEFFERINA, 


PE c 9 
22323 dp Eo AT EI 
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Mr. John Reay, merchant, 
to whom the ſchooner was 
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Ve. XII 


Another Letter from the Governor of Jamaica Secretary far 
DIR, Wy 33% i 
THE governor deſires that Mr. Reay will be fo good 
as to come to him tomorrow morning as early as poffi- 
ble, and bring with him the Our Bett's papers, i. e. regiſter 
and certificate, &c. Eo Ws. 
I now ſend the pattern; buy what you think beſt for 
the negroes fruit I will get here. I 


Fane, 


l Your $ in great haſte, ” 
5 Sz 8 6. GEFFERINA. 
Rob. Forreſter, Eſq. „„ 
(Maſter in Chancery.) 
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No. XLII. 


Extract of rang be Sir William Trelawny, about the 
: Schooner Nicaragua, dated Fune 2d 1771. 


-. 6 SI 


MVV letter to you of the 8th of April will have 
„ ſhewn you my ſolicitude for the immediate reſtoration 
of the ſchooner, called the Nicaragua, and it gives me 

« much concern, that any circumſtances have ariſen to 
©" prevent -; Rs 5 | = | 


The Spaniards were certainly injured by the Moſ- 


5 
00 
cc 
c 
of 


again injured by Mr. Bode, the Engliſh merchant, 
who, under pretence of ſerving them by his interfe- 
rence, appears to have ſaved the veſſel from Moſquito 
depredation chiefly to anſwer a private purpoſe. 'They 


“ will with difficulty conceive the neceſſity of your 
“bringing her to Jamaica, and they muſt think them 
« ſelves injured by almoſt every ſtep that has been taken 

ſince 3 how poſſible however it may be to juſtify theſe 

« ſteps, by a minute detail of local and temporary mo- 


cc 


JJ 55 
„It appears to me, therefore, that the tender of a ſa- 
tisfactory equivalent is the only way now in our 


1 
Ce 
« 


* 


encouraging the piracy. > i 
AI cannot conceive that Lord Hillſborough's words, 
“ reſpeCting your letters to the officers of the crown of 


60 Spain, could ingenuouſly be conſtrued into a prohi- 


« bition on the preſent occaſion; as the written offer 


&« and aſſurance of a friendly act can in no event be pro- 


4 ductive of offenſive diſcuſſion, and would have been a 
much properer mode of communication than a meſ- 
© ſage to be delivered by Mr. Bode, who, in this tranſ- 
s action, ſeems rather to deſerve cenſure than confi- 
« dence; I do therefore direct you, without loſs of 


e time, to acquaint the teniente of Carpenter's River, 


that you are ready to pay to the former owners the 


“full value of the ſchooner at the time of capture, 


without any deduction whatever. You will give the 
*© moſt favourable colour to every thing that has paſſed, 
„ 5 | % and 


quitomen in the capture of the veſſel. They were 


power to remove their reaſonable ſuſpicion of our 


_ 
a < 9 þ - o 
WWW nts be ECTS. be 3 
" 9 88 e / od e Bn I þ hs r ; 
DER ates ee Rb a SR . OE IRE ch 4 < Ka 18 r e e 2 ING r 
7 S . 2 V's N e 2 E N ICS. IL ICT n 
7 A $ SY UE er Ee Ea 127 F R „ 5 ö 2 * 9 , 
; * RE. o re a IS 1 Le, LEES : ST LG ION 
ns IG oe PLES a a E L — Dee = n * * : 


DE MO Te OT OAT IE Eo nr Ie Van EI 


. 
8 
2 8 
85 oo * 
8 
Nel 
L 2 
Pl x 
Ts 
= 
IH 
F 
53 
Wt; 
Deng. 
WY; 
- 
"Wl 
. 
3 
d 
PII 
7 
3 
. 
3 
9 
* 
3 
4 N A 
Ie 
r 
3 
SS 
2 
WR 
15 Ts 
ALY 
55 Fr 
5 
7 
6 
2 
N 
. 
0 
LR 
3 
Ig 
"6-9 
ISAS 
1 
1 
* . 
N 
r 
Jo 
3:5 
£90 
FI" 74 
> 
E 
ES. 
We! 
5 
3 
3 
* 
B 
6x 
— 
7 
3 
88 
. 
zA 
3 
. 
23H 
855 
2 
N. 
* 
IP 
ny 
pg D 
FIST 
© Bf 
12K oo 
G's" 2 
34 
4 7 
133 
TY 
LIE 
TA 
7 
ET 4 
Reb 
Wo. 
: > 
* 
wy 
080 
N 
2p? 4? 5 
OY 
1 
. 
a - - 
ag 
r 
IL 
2 
* $ ts. 
3 
We. 
228 
5 
gs: 
Hz 
5 
"ny 
IS 
3 
I 
2 
3 
5 
EL! 
= * 
1 
PAS 
4.0 
e 
33 
"3 
SAL 
= 
pe ol 
x 
WS 
A 
8 
r 
JEN 
* 
33 
3 
ve 
* 
7 
57 
pad 
£20 
<5 
1 
wo 
. 
r 
N 
* 
£5 
5 
4 
bog 
© 
Wh 
by 
Ty 


c pliance, 


(2 2 


« and ſend me the vouchers of your immediate com- 


 & You ſhall be repaid out of the contingent fund, and 


« may We upon me for the amount.” 


No. XLIII. 


A Regiſter of the Affidavit of Mr. John Smith, 3 him 
to be the Owner of the Schooner, formerly the Mentee, 
now called Our Bett, in June 1771. 


and eighth of King William the Third, en- 


IN purſuance of an act mode the enk 


tituled, An Act for preventing Frauds, 


« and regulating Abuſes i in che Flantation- 


J. Daviſon, 
Collector, 


Trade, 


W. Trelawny. 


John Smith maketh oath, chat the thip 
called the Our Bett, of Moſquito Shore, 


whereof he, this deponent, is at preſent 
maſter, being a ſquare ſterned ſchooner, of 
the burthen of twenty tons, or thereabouts, 
was built in Spain, and fold at public out- 
cry, for the benefit of her former owners, 


as appears by a certificate now delivered up, 
and that Bes chis ee * 


at preſent ſole owner thereof; and that no 


foreigner, directly or indirectly, bath any 


. ſhare, or part, or intereſt, therein, Dated 


Tho. Bullock, 
Naval Officer. 


at the cuſtom-houſe, Kingſton, the Sch day 


of June 17 771, 


P. Woollrys, e J. 8 MITH, 
Comptroller. 


regiſter, oy 5th duy of June 1771. 


ROB. EVANS, Dep. 8 Sec. 
Ship! 8 Neppſeer: 


* 


No. 


Persil appeared before me, John 
Smith, and was duly fworn to the above 
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| Paſſed 3 
John Swinney, Dep. Sec. 
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No. XLIV. 


Sir William Trelawny's Clearance in the Schooner Our ey 


formerly the Nicaragua. 


_ His Excellency Sir William Trdlawny, Bart. 


Captain - General, Governor, and Com- 


mander in Chief in and over this his Ma- 
jeſty's Iſland of Jamaica, and other the Ter- 
ritories thereon depending in America, 
Chancellor and Wee of the fame, | 


Ke. 
70 all to whom theſe Piel ſhall come, greeting. 


KNOW ye, that I do hereby certify and make 
known, that John Smith, maſter of the ſchooner Our 
Bett, hath appeared before me, and made oath, that his 
. ſaid ſchooner, containing about twenty tons, of which 
he is at preſent maſter, doth belong to the ſubjects of 
his molt ſacred Majeſty the King of Great-Britain, &c. 
And in regard it would be moſt acceptable that the ſaid 
| maſter be aſſiſted in his juſt and lawful affairs, do there- 
fore requeſt you, whereſoever the ſaid maſter ſhall arrive 
with his ſaid ſloop, that you receive him as one of his 
_ Majeſty's ſubjects, and admit him, upon paying the 
lawful and uſual cuſtoms, and other duties, to enter into, 
remain in, and paſs from your ports, rivers, and domi- 
nions, and there to enjoy all kind of right of naviga- 
tion, traffic, and commerce, which ſhall be acknowledged 
on all occaſions. 


In teſtimony and confirmation ben I have here- 


unto ſet my hand, and cauſed my ſeal at arms to be af- 
fixed, at St. Jago de la Vega, the 5th day of June, be- 


ing the eleventh year of the reign of our Sovereign 
Lord George the 'Third, by the Grace of God, Ring of 


Great Britain, Kc. anno. Dom. 1771. 


W. TRELAWNY. 
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No. XLV. 


Letter from 8 Hodgſon to the Temiente of Carpenter's 
River about the Schooner Nicaragua. 


| Black River, Moſquito Shore, 
„ July iſt, 1771. | 
SOME time paſt I wrote to an Engliſh merchant who 


was going your way, requiring him to inform you that 


the Spaniſh ſchooner, belonging to Signor Pablo Mora, 
had, ſince her capture by the Moſquito Indians, been 


ſeized by me at this place; and that, as the beſt thing I 
could hes do for her lawful owners, I had ſold her at 
public outcry. The ſum ſhe ſold for could not be a ſuf- 
_ ficient compenſation for the damage ſuſtained z however, 


I embraced with alacrity, the firſt opportunity I had of 


_ conveying information, that as far as it would 80» it 
might, without delay, be received. 


But the ſmallneſs of the ſum, and the footing it was 


upon, ſuiting neither my wiſnes nor expectations, I did 
not then chooſe to write in the authentic manner I now 


do, when I inform you, that I am directed to acquaint 


you, that Jam ready to pay the owners the full value of 
the ſaid ſchooner at the time of capture, without any 
_ deduction whatever. This, ſir, I deſire you to commu- 

nicate to thoſe it may concern, that it may be fulfilled 135 
as ſoon as poſſible. 


I have to add, that the ſaid owner or owners, may, if 
they chooſe it, have the ſchooner again in part of her 


value as above mentioned, and whoever they ſend with 


propercredentials to this place about the matter, ſhall be 
certain of protection. 


I wiſh this pleaſing inſtance of the rectitude of the 


Britiſh government could have been ſooner brought into 


effect; but that has been impoſſible, chiefly from the 
difficulty of intercourſe 1 in theſe r explores coun- 


| tries. 


Jam with, ar, &c. 
ROBERT HODGSON. 


No, | 
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No. XLVI. 


Mr. Jobn Smith's Declaration, that he bought the Schooner 
Nicaragua for himſelf only, without colluſion. 


Black River, Moſquito Shore, 
: July 24th, 1771. 
I JOHN SMITH, mariner, late Maſter of the 
ſchooner the Our Bett, do ſolemnly declare, that I never 
received any direction or hint, directly, or indirectly, or 
any wiſe colluſively, from Robert Hodgſon, Eſquire, to 
buy the ſaid ſchooner (then called the Nicaragua,) either 
for him, myſelf, or any other perſon whatever, but that 
I did it purely of my own accord, from motives ariſing 
in my own breaſt; neither did I at any time whatever re- 
ceive from him or any one elle, either directly, or indi- 

_ rectly, any hint or direction not to bring letters from Ja- 
maica to the Moſquito Shore, neither did I ever refuſe to 
bring any. And J farthermore ſay, that of the truth of 

all this I am ready and willing to make my affidavit on 
the holy Evangeliſts wherever it may be thought neceſ- 

ſary, or I be required to do ſo, In teſtimony whereof I 


now write my name „ 
e JOHN SMITH. 
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„„ 5 
Mr. John Smith's Reſale of the Schooner Nicaragua, when 5 
he redelivered her to Captain Hodgſon ; the Name of the 
Purchaſer left Blank, in order to inſert that of her former ER 

Spaniſh Owner when required, in conformity to No. 45. Y 


Black River, | 17 
Moſquito Shore. 1 


KNOW all men by theſe preſents, that I John Smith, 
of the city of London, mariner, for and in conſideration 
of the ſum of | „ lawful money 
of the iſland of Jamaica, to me in hand paid by 5 
255 ©. the receipt whereof is hereby acknow- 

leged, have bargained and fold, and by theſe preſents da 
ba gain and (ell unto the ſaid : a ſquare 
ES e ſtern, 


En 


feel rigged ſchooner, called Our Bett, with malls, 


ſails, and rigging, belonging to ſaid ſchooner, To have 


and to hold the ſaid ſchooner called Our Bett, as afore- 
ſaid, to the aforeſaid _ | heirs, admi- 
niftrators, and aſſigns, to their ſole uſe, and behoof for 
ever. And I, the aforeſaid John Smith, for myſelf, my 


heirs, and aſſigns for ever renounce, all claim, right, 


or title, unto the aforeſaid bargained premiſes. 


In teſtimony whereof I have hereunto ſet my hand and 
Heal, this twenty-fourth day of July in the year of our 
Lord one thouland ſeven hundred and feventy-one. 


JOHN SMITH. (I. 8.) 


Signed, ſealed, PR delivered in 


preſence of JOHN GALLEN. 
(N. B. ) Mr. Gallen is one of Mr. Hodgſon s accuſers.) 


: Moſq uito Shore, 25th July, 1771. 
1 ACKNOWLEGE to have ſettled the within bill of 


| Sale, as mentioned within, and the ſame is hereby dif- 
| ect and for me, my heirs and aſſigns. 


JOHN SMITH, 55 


No. XIVIũ. 


ohm Chriftephers? $ Letter to Captain Had ſo, about Gene- 
ral Tempeſt's robbing and capturing ſome Spaniards in their 
own Terriverys... i. e. 10 the weſtward of Truxillo. I 


| Black River, Auguſt 4th; 177 185 
81 R, 


THIS morning arrived the Moſquito. Indian general 


Tempeſt, with his Periagua, from the wejiward of Truæ- 
 #/þ; and on being informed he had made ſome Spaniards _ 
_ captives, I went perſonally, and there ſaw three Spanifh | 

Mulattoes and Samboes, his Catholic Majeſty's ſubjects, 
in confinement. Theſe Spaniſh Mulattoes and Sam- 

boes I actually employed, and advanced them in goods 
to the amount of 291. 2s. 6d. Jamaica currency, with a 


view of digging ſarze for my uſe, as well to pay off the 
firſt demands I have againſt them, as to preſerve a com- 


merce with that nation, ſo e necellary for the 


. | = 


642) 
good of the whole community. I muſt beg leave to ac- 
quaint you, that they have likewiſe (I mean general 
1 — taken away what ſarze they had already pro- 
eured for me, and have ſufficient reaſon to think the 
general is ſelling it on this bank. Such a ſtep as this, 
taken by the Moſquito men, muſt infallibly be of infinite 
detriment to the trade of this our infant colony, and pro- 
ductive of the moſt pernicious conſequences, if not im- 
mediately remedied ; firſt, by ranſoming theſe captives, 
which, if done, will encourage the Moſquito men to fu- 
ture excurſions of the like kind; ſecondly, by deterring, 
the Spaniards from coming down to trade with us; and, 
laſtly, will prevent our importation of goods for a trade 
which cannot be carried on without danger to both na- 
tions. I therefore preſume, that you, fir, being veſted 
with authority from the court of Great Britain, with a 
view of preſerving a friendly intercourſe between all 
parties, will inſpect into the affair, as well to render 
_ Juſtice to the whole community, as at preſent to your 
. Moſt humble ſervant, ns 
EE Eo JOHN CHRISTOPHERZ. 
To Revert Hodglon, El. TTT 


No. XLIX. 


Letter from Capt. Hodgſon to Capt. Lynn of the Garland 
Aan of War, deſiring his Interpoſition ta prevent the Re- 
volters from their holding their Quarter-ſeſſions. 


Black River, Mofquito Shore, Sept. 24th, 1771. 
. . Y . 
TW O perſons, Mr. George Hewm and Mr. John 
Bourke, who were juſtices of the peace, but on June 
25th laſt peremptorily inſiſted on and received their 
quietus, and on the ſame or next day aſſumed the exer- 
ciſe of their former authority, under the name of con- 
ſervators of the peace, without any ſort of legal appoint- 
ment whatever, are now certainly going to hold, if not 
 aQtually holding an aſſembly, at the tavern of Robert 
Stoteſbury in this place, in which they uſe all the gar | 
Re ha dy N 


1 


of a court of a quarter-ſeſſions, and call it a ſeſſions of 
the peace. 

| Their temerity in this is without precedent, and the 
tendency of it of very alarming conſideration; though 
perhaps, from the want of more knowledge in the people, 
not quite deſerving the term it would meet with in wy 
other country. 

However, ſuch being the fact, it becomes a very ma- 
terial part of my duty to do what I can to ſtop its pro- 
greſs. 
F Therefore, Sir, as the only means that preſent them- 
ſelves to me, I now acquaint you thereof, that you as a 
magiſtrate properly qualified (even according to theſe 
people's own notions) and enabled to do ſo, may take 
farther cognizance, and alſo ſuch ſteps as are expedient 
towards erg. a continuance of this aſſumed power. 


Jam, with great regard, Sir, 
Tour molt obedient, 
And moſt humble ſervant, 


- ROBERT HODGSON. 


| Extrad 17 4 Letter 3 Sir William Shak 1% Capt. 
| Hodgſon, approving of what he had written about the 
Schooner Nicaragua to the Teniente of Carpenter s River, 

dated January 8, 1772. 


5 ' YOUR letter to the teniente of Carpenter $River has 
wy full . | 


No: 14 


5 bi- Wi Hom Tralaway Letter of Repredenſ ion * his only 
| Reply to the Addreſs of the Revolters (dated Sept. 28th, 
1771) which was received by him the preceding Month; 

with this Letter he ſent the Remedy for the Diſtreſſes * th 
— Settlement, * VIZ. @ new | Commilſi on of the Peace. e 


Jamaica, January 8th, 1772. : 


| ix A M commanded by his Excellency to acquaint you 
. that the "any credit which ſeems to have been given by 
+ 5 ES 15 FE you 


( 44 ) 

you and your two aſſociates to unauthorized reports, 

that the ſuperintendant deſigned to interrupt your pro- 
ceedings while you were acting under his Excellency's 
commiſſion; the demand of your quietus when the death 
of Mr. William Pitt had put it out of your potwer to re- 
qualify ; and your immediate compliance with a very 
Irregular. application, the pretended neceſſity of which 

was of your own creation, appear to his Excellency ſo ex- 
tremely imprudent, that he caunot but highly diſapprove 
of your conduct, 

His Excellency has, however, continued you and Mr. 
John Bourke in the magiſtracy, in hopes that you will 
prove yourſelves more worthy of his confidence by your 
future cautious and diſpaffionate attention to procure the 
welfare by promoting the harmony of the Nolcalte 5 
Shore. 

But the very active part which he has Ne to be- | 
lieve Mr. George Hewm took in the laſt diſorders hag 
determined his Excellency to ſuſpend him till the con- 
viction of his error inclines him to ſuch an acknow- 
legement of it, and ſuch an alteration of behaviour as 
may juſtify his Excellency in truſting him again. with : 
. 
If you have proceeded to judicial deciſions ſince you 
took your quietus, ſuch deciſions are invalid; and his 
Excellency expects that you will uſe your utmoſt endea- 
vours to prevent any ill conſequences that might flow 
from them. e fo 


Daniel Hewlett, Eſq.  (bgned) G. GEFFERINA, : 


No. LII. 


Letters of Correſpondence between Capt. Hods ſon and Daniel 
Hewlett, Eſq. the Cuſios, about the Commiſſion of the Peacg 


fent by Sir William Trelawny in Jan 177% (with the 
for egoing Leiter.) 


Black River, Moſquito Shore Feb: 3 1772. 


Sik, 


HIS Excellency the governor of Jamaica acquainted 
me rhat he has been pleaſed to continue you and Mr, 


Bourke a 
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Bourke 1 in the commiſſion of the peace, and at you are 


the ſenior, and alſo keeper of the records of ſeſſions. 
In conſequence of this, I think it my duty to urge to 


you the emergency there is for the ſpeedieſt qualifica- 


tions of yourſelf and the other juſtices of the peace, the 

country at preſent being 1 in the alarming circumſtance of 
not having any. 

I alſo have to deſire you to acquaint me when you 


either have done or ſhall do ſo, as I have nothing elſe 

but the occaſion there is for my knowing it that now 

| keeps me from going along the coaſt, where the qualifi- 
cCations of three other juſtices depend on my preſence, 

but which (the qualifications) I think cannot well be 


oo them till the grand commiſſion is in force, parti- | 
ularly as two of them at leaſt are puiſne to the others 


mentioned therein. I beg your anſwer as ſpeedily as 
may be, becauſe of the neceſſity I am under, I . 
Pur on my Voyage to day or to-morrow. | 5 


am, Dit, 
Your moſt hatin b e | 
ROBERT HODGSON. 5 


Mr. Daniel Hewleit. | Feb. 3G 1772. 


Sia, : 
1 RECEIVED your 65 and i it is certain his Excellency 


has continued me and Mr. Bourke in the commiſſion 
which will be in force this afternoon, 5 | | 


I am, Sir, 5 
Tous moſt obedient leren 2855 
DANIEL HEWLETT. 


To Robert an, | Efq. 8 5 8 . 


A 
IAM under the 8 of again aſking you, whe- 


ther the grand commiſſion of the peace is yet in force or 
wet | +: all, Me- 


Me. Daniel Hewlett, ' ROBERT HODGSON. 


sin, 
'T HE grand commiſſion is in i force. 


Sunday morning, I am, Sir, 


Feb. 4, 1772. Your moſt bamble ſervant, 
Fo 1 Robt. _—_— wy. DANIEL 9 
0. 


1 
No. LIII. 


Letter £9 Captain Lawrie and four other Inhabitants of 
the Moſquito Shore (of whom the three firſt were three of 
the Conſervators of the Peace elected by the Revolters then 
bon the Shore, and the two laſi were * ), deſiring to 
| conſult with Captain Hodgſon on the Welfare of the 
Country. „ VVV 
e Juan. A8ch, 1763. 
SIR, 5 1 5 : 
As you are ſoon to embark for Jamaica, before you 
go, we would be glad of having an opportunity of con- 
Palting with you upon ſeveral matters which regard the 
welfare of his country. Pleaſe acquaint us when and 
where we ſhall meet you for that purpoſe. 
| 5 We are, Sir, N 
Lour moſt obedient ſervants, 5 
J. Lawrie, Thomas Marriot Perkins, 
George Hewm, William Liſter. 
John Bourke, 


2 N. B. If you pleaſe we will meet at Mrs. Stoteſbury's 
this evening, or to-morrow morning. N 


Robert Hodgſon, Eſq. 


No. LIV. 


Letter from Captain Lawrie and other Inhabitants of the 
Shore, acknowledging their Obligation to Captain Hodg ſon 
J EE ooo. RE: 
WE have received your letter of this day's date, en- 
cloſing copy of a letter which we requeſted you to affiſt 
us with, and for which we are much obliged to you; 
but as a perſon who ſigned our letter to you the other 
day is now abſent, we propoſe meeting at ſeven o'clock _ 


to- morrow morning, to conſult on the letter, and then to 


have it wrote fair and in a proper manner; and if it can 
poſſibly de done in time, to ſend it under your care, we 
hall then deliver it to you; otherwiſe we will _— | 
e „ | 5 nave 


* 


1 
have it ready and encloſe it under cover to you, ſending 
by Captain Axen, who will ſail within two or three 


days. 
| We are, Sir, 
Vour moſt obedient humble ſervants, 
J. Lawrie, Joſ. Dodgſon, 
John Bourke, William Liſter. 
T. M. Perkins, John Pitt. 
Moſquito Shore, : 


January 28th 1773. 
5 Robert Hodgſon, Eſq. 


No. LV. | 
A Letter from Capt. Lawrie and other | Inhabitants of the 


Moſquito Shore, in Behalf of the Settlement, to Governor 


Ms requeſling, among other Things, a Council. 


Sm, £ 


W E, the ape inhabitants of the Moſquito Shore, 
| hope your honour will be pleaſed to favour us with your 


attention, for the ſake of the very valuable ſettlement we 


poſſeſs, and in maintaining which, we, flattered by our 
hopes, have perſevered through a ſeries of diſcourage- 


ments, and through.every bad effect, that the ill adopted 
policy wherewith we have been treated, could brin 


upon us, but under which we can no longer hold up our 
heads, with a pleaſing conſciouſneſs of our being Britiſh 


ſubjects. 
At preſent we are without lr expoſed to 


every attempt of violence and treſpaſs on our perſons and 
properties, and in ſhort every circumſtance of the ſettle- 


ment on the brink of a general confuſion. 


In this ſituation we hope for ſome relief by your ho- 


nour's iſſuing a new commiſſion of the peace, nominat- 
ing ſuch perſons for juſtices as may do credit to their a 
pointment, humbly wiſhing that as your honour a 
ſo well informed of them in Jamaica, you would rather 
receive your intelligence from thoſe who are more imme- 
diately acquainted with us. 


But 


Black River, Moſquito Shore, 125 30, 173 
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But we are obliged to obſerve that woe feel by experience, 


that a bench of ie e is by no means competent for the 
regulation this ſettlement requires, and that we cannot 
regard our quarter- ſeſſions as adequate to every matter 


that we are under a neceſſity of bringing before them, 
and before them only; at preſent, indeed, we have not 
even that recourſe, although among other matters we 
have various actions in ſuit, amounting together to up- 


wards of twelve thouſand pounds. 2 1 
As we leave much of theſe matters, as alſo the ſtate 


of our militia, to be repreſented to your honour by the 


ſuperintendant, we haſten to lay before your honour our 


moſt earneſt and unanimous requeſt ; dictated by our 


circumſtances, neceſſities, and moſt. conſiderate judgment. 


Our requeſt is, that your honour would be pleaſed to 
authorize, or otherwiſe allow us, or countenance us in 
_ electing annually from among ourſelves twelve perſons, 
- whereof to form ſuch a council as is pointed out by his 
late Majeſty's aft in council, bearing date June 14th 1744, 
relative to the Bay of Honduras, for the purpoſe of mak- 
ing bye-laws (agreeable to the laws of England), for the 
peace, policy, and good order of the ſettlement, and for 
deciding in a ſummary way (agreeable to the ſaid laws of 
England) all caſes that may be immediately brought be- 
fore them by conſent of parties, or upon appeal from the 


quarter-ſeſhons. _ 


We beg leave humbly to ſay that'your honour's appro- 

bation of the above will, in our opinion, make a diſtracted 
ſetilement happy; and we always ſhall be with the utmoſt 
_ gratitude and the moſt profound reſpect, EE, 


Sir, your honour's 


Moſt obedient, _ . 
| And moſt humble ſervants, 
James Lawrie, William Liſter, 
ER. Joſeph Dodgſon, 
P. ee, fa Bourks:.: | 


Thomas Marriot Perkins, . 


110 
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Letter to Captain Hodgſon from Captain Lawrie, and four- 
other Claimants of a large Fract ef Land on the Shore, 


called Albera Poyer, which compriſes four Millions of Acres. 
« This Letter virtually denies the King's Right to the Country 


threutens Captain Hodgſon if he did not coaleſce 1with them; 


n and in effett holds out a Tender of being thoroughly united 


10 him if he would, 


* | S1 A* | 


WE have been informed, that on your departure 
from hence, you expreſſed yourſelf in ſuch terms as to 
intimate, that on your arrival in Jamaica, you propoſed 
_ repreſenting to the governor the illegality, as you are 


pleaſed to term it, of our holding, along with ſome gen- 


tlemen in England, a tract of land in the river, pur- 
chaſed by us of the Moſquito King, &c. but we hope 


you do, not, indeed deſign, putting it into execution. 


Not that we apprehend, were you ſo inclined, . that it | 
can be attended with the ill conſequence of depriving, 


us of our title, or even preventing our proceeding ther ein 
as we ſhall think proper and neceſſary, eſpeoially as it has 
been undertaken with the approbation of the miniſter 
of ſtate for this department. And ſhould we ſuffer, by 


any indiſcretion or arbitrary attempt, you may depend 


on being obliged to anſwer it as far as the laws of Great 


Britain will allow. The ceding of this country to Britain was 
never accepted of, or, if Britain had accepted, we ſhould have 


been protected as Britons long ere now ; and you know, as 
well as any man, that in making a bargain both parties 
muſt agree, otherwiſe it cannot be a bargain. If this 


is true, which we can prove, the Moſquito King can ſell 
owever, a public 


his lands, and we will hold them. 
remonſtrance or movement of that ſort, eſpecially, ſhould 


it tranſpire to more remote parts, may not only affect _ 
us, but alſo the community in general, laying yourſelf 
liable to bear a part in any diſtrefſes that may enſue on 
that account, and it may naturally be ſuppoſed, on the 
fame principle diveſt you of your much more extenſive 


poſſeſſions on the windward part of this Shore. 
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We ſhould be ſorry, after the Jong and unhappy dif- 
ferences which have ſo long diſtracted this poor diſtreſſ- 
ed colony, and which we flattered ourſelves were nigh 
at an end, freſh matter of diſguſt ſhould be introduced, 
which we would moſt gladly avoid on this and every 
other account 
Our Gncere deſire and wiſh, and in ſome reſpect hope, 
having been that of becoming reconciled and thoroughly 


— 


- _UN1TE2, without which you are too well convineed 


what muſt be the effects. We have to requeſt you will 
maturcly conſider what we have here pointed out, in its 
proper light; and, if what you then mentioned ſhould 
till be your ſentiments, you will, for the welfare of your- 


ſell, and this colony in general, aſter and decline, and 


fall on a more laudable ſcheme or plan, in which you 


may not only depend on the concurrence, but every affifiance in 
the power of them who ſubmit themſelves, 


Sir, your moſt obedient; ſervants, 


| James Lawrie, ; _ George Hewm, 
=q e Gilibert, John Bourke. | 
Black River, MOINS. ee Ant 


: Feb. 1. 1773. 
Robert Hodgſon, Eq, 


Ne o. Ln. 


Ca . Hod on's Anſwer to Capt. 2 3 three 0 the . 
5 5 Hy other Claimants Y Aera b * 


Cinis, 


I HAVE received your letter of N iſt. laſt 

and am ſorry I have only time for an haſty an? 0 
In conſequence of its being my maxim, that it is ge- 
verally better to come to the point at once, than wind 
about it, I have to remind you, that on the evening on 
which I met you all, I expreſſed publicly all my ſenti- 
ments and intentions concerning your extraordinary pur- 
chaſe of Black River; at no other time have I expreſſed 
myſelf ſo ſtrong. I believe I then went ſo far as to call 
the purchaſe iniguitous; but I do not remember uſing the 
: word legs! 3. neither did I eyer talk of repreſenting it be 
| the 


e en 


D 


S 


N N dais bk 
8 8 * ds 4 


# 
|. 
3 
35 
Us 
2 
2 1 
5 4 
* 
- 
5 


* 
of 
* 
ET 
- ith 
1s 
== 
"<< 
Bo 
9 
4 5 
bg 
2 
* 
8 
285 
=» 
Un re" 
1 
3 
15 
1 
Fx 
1 
Ws 
* 7 
be... 
WW 
3 
= 
3 
ES 
8G 
12 * 
N 
* 
= 
ha? 
8 
3 
9595 
3 
5 
81 
IH 
"Es 
3 
+2588 
Ro 
on 
MH 
'8 
8 
* 
= 
** 
ES 
: 
* 
883 
Fo 
PhD 
3 
3 
= 
1 
8 
% oY 
25 
* 
> 
1 
13 
* 
5 
34% 
.* 
3% 
E 
3 
_X 
* 
3 
2 
8 
"EY 
3 
2 
RIA 
"I 
75 
HA 
FEY 
5-4 
5 
vi 
3 
9 
* 
X. 
$ 
> 
> 
5 
8 


. 


the governor of Jamaica, and more eſpecially ſhould not 


have done ſo in the /lujive manner in which you ſtate it; 
to wit, the illegality of your holding along with ſome 


_ gentlemen in England a tract of land in the River, pur- 
chaſed by you of the Moſquito king. 


It was the purchaſe itjelf I canvaſſed; the ſubſequent 
ſale of it to others I leave to yourſelves to reconcile; I 


do not interfere in it. 5 nm 
The land in queſtion is moſt notoriouſly known to be that 
from whence this ſettlement has, almoſt from its origin, drawn 
unremittedly the greateſt part of its ſupport, and could not in- 
deed have ſubſiſted without it. The chief inhabitants (mean- 
ing others much more than yourſelves) have long uſed and poſe 
ſelſed various tracts of this otherwiſe unoccupied wilderneſs, 
with the fulleſt confidence of not meeting with moleſtation there- 
in, much leſs deprivation ; and they and their dependants in a 


manner have drawn their daily bread from thence, little think- 


ing that any ſet of men would or were indeed capable of at- 
| tempting to clap their hands on the whole, unfurniſhed with any 
pretence, but that they thought it convenient to their private 
I have alſo to obſerve, that this purchaſe, ſuppoſing 


there may have been ſome degree of regularity in the 


making it, is very obſcufe, from not being regiſtered ac- 
_ cording to my notification as ſuperintendant; and if it 
has been made ſince that notification, it of itſelf be- 
comes invalid; but in any caſe whatever it muſt be ſeen 
and examined, before it can be pronounced otherwiſe, 


But if it is, what I have reaſon to believe, an intended 


- purchaſe of all that part of Black River, frequently called 
2 Poulyah River, from its junction with Seecah river up- 
wards, as far as the deſerted Spaniſh gold-mine, ſome time 
ago ſtumbled on by John Gladden, when a ſervant to the 
late Mr. Pitt, and Mr. George Hume, together with a 
very large diſtrict of country, extending from the banks 
of the ſaid River; I muſt and do, as the ſuperintendant, 
for the reaſons in part recited, Highly diſapprove of the 
| ſaid purchaſe, or purchaſe-like attempt. „ 


* 


At the ſame time I have neither right nor power, that 


I know of, to prevent your working the golden mine; 
but as your endeavours ſo to do, however futile, cannot 
but be b 
the ſake of ſo ſlender a proſpect of advantage to your- 
„ 5 ___ ſelves, 


ig with miſchief to the country, I hope, that for 


+ 2 


"4 —_— 


F 


ſelves, you will not, by your, indiſcretion, ſubject the 
country to a general calamity, in which yourſelyes myſt 
unavoidably largely partake, but rather decline this un- 
promiſing ALF, and join with me in the more laud- 
able one of promoting the preſent and future happineſs 


| of the ſettlement in general. I have expreſſed, myſelf 
| ſtronger on this head before your face, and was not un- 
| ſeconded by even yourſelves. ** - 
| I take leave to altogether doubt, that the Secretary of 
| State for the colonies ever approved of your project, ſuch 
| as it, fairly ſtated, would appear to him. I eyen doubt 
| whether he was pleaſed to deliver his ſentiments in any 
| wiſe clear of that ambiguity, which is almoſt neceſſary = 
| to pacify the intruſive importunity of the unknowing. nM 
| Lou diſappoint me, and give me concern, in obliging 5 
Iz me to think fit to notice to you the indecency of threat- : 
( ening me with the laws of my country. But as I am Þ 
well ſatisfied you do not ſuppoſe I wiſh to act contrary 7 
to them, your threat rather conveys to me an intimation PF 
of an extravagant nature, which cannot but be ſtrength- _ . 
ened by your willingneſs to diſpute his Majeſty's right to the 5 
Cuntry, |. 175 | | f 1 


Do not, gentlemen, let us ſpend thoſe words in alter- 
cation, which might be employed in buſineſs; therefore 
I beg you to be cautious, when you attack me about mat- 
ters of fact. My poſſeſſions are not near. ſo extenſive as 
your g. Moſt of you know, that I have frequently offered 
to relinquiſh any parts of mine to any perſons who would 
maße uſe of them; and that they, ſo far from being in 
the w/e of thoſe who could not well live without them, 
| He eur fs have not, in the memory of man, been uſed 
at all. . | | 5 
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The unhappy differences of the ſettlement have chief 
affected yourſelves. They have ſcarcely affected me other- Of 
wiſe than by preventing my fulfilling my earneſt deſire 

of doing what regulation can towards making the ſettle- = 
ment happy, which indeed I think I ſhould have done, Z 
in ſpite of all the oppoſition you could have ſhewn, had 
not the governor of Jamaica choſen to crimple me. @ 

I will aſſent to our calling our differences by, the name 

of diſguſt, or any other name whatever, ſo we but get 
rid of it; and if you will do it with becoming prepara- 
tion, I will reſt my character on your all declarin 578 

oy | ks, 


( 53 } 


1 wiſh well to the ſettlement, and know how to give 


. wiſhes effect. If theſe ſentiments are the ſame on all 
fides, what a pity that our oppoſition is not treated ra- 
ther as a laughable matter than an affliction (I mean for 
the future; for at preſent the conſequences are too ſe- 
rious) and therefore I ſhall now only add, that when I 


come back to you, if the bread will not come to the 


oven, I will try hard to make the oven go to the bread... 
With earneſt wiſhes that (excepting this Poulyah af- 


Fair, in which I haye already rejected a concern) we may 


all ſet our hands to. the plough together, I ſtill, with 


true regard and ſincerity, remain your and the ſettle- 


mient's friend, and am, with affection to all, 
* Your moſt obedient humble ſervants 
Jamaica, March 27, 1773+. 


4 


8 patiey | ROB. HODGSON. 
To Meflrs. James Lawrie, BY „ 
Bartholomew Gilibert, 

George Hewm, and 

John Boncks, . 15 


No. LVIII. 


LI from Gevernor Dalling, in Anſwer to the Letter 1 
Captain Lawrie, and others, in Behalf of the Moſquito 


| Shore, * — granting every Thing they aſſed. 


| Jamaica, the 19th of April, 177 3. 
Gentlemen, 


I RECEIVED your letter by the hands of ape 
Hodgſon, your ſuperintendant. I have read it with at- 
tention; I have conſidered the preſent ſituation of your 
ſettlement, and am ready to concur with him, and you, 


in remedying the preſent evils you complain of. 
For that purpoſe, I will, 
iſſue a new commiſſion of the peace, and nominate ſuch 
perſons as your ſuperintendant ſhall recommend fit for, 
and who will do credit to, the appointment. 


As there may ariſe, at this diſtance, ſome difficulty | 


in knowing what court would be proper to be erected, 
adequate to your intentions and inclinations, I leave to 
the en and judgement of your ſuperintendant a 


matter, | 


agreeably to your requeſt, 


FP . 
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matter, Which, from the nature of it, will require the 
utmoſt care and attention. Ido alſo much approve of 
your intending to ele annually twelve perſons, to be as 
a council, for the ſeveral purpoſes mentioned in your 
letter; and have no doubt but the conduct of thoſe who 
may be elected will be attended with that moderation 
and concern for the public welfare, as will merit my ap- 
probation and countenance. _ 8 | 
I ſhall direct the military arrangements from the re- 
preſentations of your ſuperintendant, not only becauſe you 
deſire it, but becauſe I have a full dependence on his candour, 
fincerity, and attention to the good of the ſettlement committed 
80 H br. FANG Cad ot Mok 85 
As nothing can afford me higher ſatisfaction, than 
having an opportunity of rendering your ſituation eaſy 
and happy, I muſt, in a particular manner, recommend 
a due and proper ſubordination to the ſuperintendant, 
and a hearty concurrence with each other, in every thing 
that may appear for the public good; and as I think it 
proper, for his Majeſty's ſervice, to ſupport him in all 
lawful authority, ſo ſhall I always be ready to give at- 
tention to the juſt complaints of the people, and redreſs 
of their grievances; and ſhould'there ariſe at any time 
(which II hope there will not) any cauſe of complaint, 1 
beg you will make me acquainted with it immediately, 
and not through any perſon or agent here. 5 
5 J am, Gentlemen, . 
Your moſt obedient, and 

Moſt humble ſervant, 

JOHN DALLING. 


| James Lawrie, Thomas Marriot Perkins, Eſqrs. 
John Pitt, and Meflrs, Liſter, Dodgſon, and 
Philip Bode, Bourke. Ne 


E 


Letter from Governor Dalling to Captain Hodęſon. 


Jamaica, April 19, 1773. 
Six, . „ 
I HAVE conſidered the letter you delivered to me 
from the Moſquito Shore, the repreſentations you made 
of its preſent ſituation, and of what you and the inha- 
bitants would wiſh for the better eſtabliſhing a mode of 
olice. . . 5 
PF I much approve of the idea of eleCting a council by 
the people, to aſſiſt you in all matters for the public good, 
and principally for the inſtituting ſuch bye-laws as are 
neceſſary for good order and government. 5 
The power of convening, and adjourning, or diſſolv- 
ing, to be in you: though I think it proper to ſettle, at 
the inſtitution of ſuch council, ſtated times of meeting 
for the public ſervice. I alſo expect, that ſuch bye-laws, 
as ſhall be determined upon by you and the council, 
be tranſmitted to the governor or commander in chief 
of Jamaica, for his approbation or diſallowance, and 
that you ſhould, upon a diſſolution, ſend your reaſons 
JJ nnnooinininnoint: CG Oo RNC 
As I have thought it fit and expedient to appoint you 
chief magiſtrate, and cuſtos-rotulorum, or keeper of the 
records, I expect you will ſee, that they are kept with 
that preciſion and authenticity as may give them a juſt 
weight and validity upon all occaſions, and it will be par- 
ticularly incumbent upon you to preſerve the higheſt 
order and decorum in the court wherein you are meant 
! ug a eo F005 By 
1 can ſee no objection to your appropriating the ſum _ 


of two hundred pounds, to erect a jail, out of the ſum _ | 


appointed for the contingencies of the Moſquito Shore; 
and I think it will be right to receive ſuch voluntary con- 
tributions as ſhall be offered to complete it. ; 
I I conceive that nothing can tend more to the advan- 
tage and eaſe of the ſettlement you ſuperintend, than 
proper and juſt regulations for the trade between the 
white people and natives; I recommend, therefore, to 
jou, a communication with thoſe more immediately con- 
1 5 „ cerned, 


Robert Hodgſon, Eſq. | 


From Deſtruction. 


ſaid effects into your poſſe 


„ 
cerned, and deſire you will make out, as ſoon as it is 
convenient, a ſet of rules, which are to be ſent to the 
governor or commander in chief of Jamaica, ſubject to 


ſuch alterations as he ſhall think proper. 
T have the firmeſt reliance, that you and the perſons 


whom the people may elect, as a council to co-operate 
with you for the general good, will unite in the ſtrifteſt 


ry 


ties o 


1 am, Sir, your moſt obedient, 
and moſt humble ſervant, 


Letter from Captain Hodg ſon to Mr. John Gallen, giving 
bim a temporary Power ts ſecure a dead Man's Effects 


3 | Moſquito Shore, May 11th 1773. 
SIR, 5 E 


4 I HAVE received your letter, dated May 16th 1773, 


wherein you mention having powers of attorney from 


the two chief creditors of the late Iſrael Boardman, and 
that there are ſundry of their and other effects left by 
him in this country, where there is neither Heir, executor, 
nor adminiſtrator to look after them; on which account 
you defire me to furniſh you with authority to take the 
is, you offering fecurity for your 


faithful diſcharge of ſuch a truſt, _ 


In conſequence of which I muſt require you to make 


affidavit, and to enter into a bond to the King of two 
hundred and fifty pounds ſterling for your faithful be- 
haviour accordingly ; which, when done, this letter ſhall 
authoriſe you to 20 

Iſrael Boardman's eſtate here (until it ſball be diredted other- 


as if you were adminiſtrator to the ſaid 


wiſe 


union and harmony, to promote that great end. 
Diſunion will injure the beſt and firmeſt eſtabliſhments, 
but in the fituation of your ſettlement it will entirely 
ruin and deſtroy it. My countenance and aſſiſtance will 
neyer be wanting to confirm your joint endeavours for 
the general good of the Shore. ERS poke 


JOHN DALLING, 
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Mr. John Gallen. 


( 57) 


_ wiſe), you at all times taking eſpecial care to record every 


tranſaction relative thereto. 
I am, Sir, &c. 
ROBERT HODGSON, 


No. LXI. 
Letter from Captain Lawrie, and ten others of the elecled 
'F, Council, to Captain Hodgſon. 
8 IR, I EL —— 
WE the members of the council of the people duly 


elected by them, for the purpoſe of making bye-laws for 
| the good order and government of the Moſquito Shore, 
and to form a court of appeal, agreeable to the approbation 


thereof from his honour Lieutenant Governor Dalling, in his 


letter of laſt April the 19th, directed to ſeven gentlemen 
at this place ;—having this day met, and requeſted your 
qualifying us to act accordingly, but then meeting with 
your denial, we now requelt to know whether you will 
qualify us (to-morrow morning at ten o'clock), as that is 


Gur repeated defire. 
e Ws es birs 4 
Woith all due reſpect, 
Lour moſt humble ſervants, 


John Bour ke; Bryan M Daniel, 


George Hewm, | B. Gilibert. 
J. Lawrie, „„ 
Thomas Marriot Perkins, David Hume, 
John Orrett, William Reid. 
John Pitt, . % 


P. 8. We wait the favour of your anſwer. | 


To Robert Hodgſon, Eig. 
Hhlack River, 
June 21, 773. 


_ . . Fg 


658 9 


Captain Hodgſon's Anſwer to the Council ele, 


To John Bourke, George Hewm, James Lawrie 
Thomas Marriot Perkins, and John Pitt, Eſqs. 
and Meſſrs John Orrett, Bryan M*Daniel, B. 
Gilibert, John Dill, David Hume, and William 
Reidl. 


Gentlemen, 


THE reſpect I am deſirous of being to ſo many of 
the principal inhabitants of this ſettlement as have ſigned 
the letter of this date to me, (which I have juſt W N 
induces me to pay full attention to it. 
But I have again to repeat to you, that for your on 
good, I will not do any thing without firſt taking ſuch 
time for conſideration as I am confident ought to be al- 
; lowed me, and I ſhould be blameable for not expecting. 
Dou this day ſuddenly deſired my preſence, very unexpeCt- - 


TE” edly to me, but yet, though totally unknowing of the oc- 
caſion, and therefore unprepared, I came to you. There 


was then ſhewed to me a patched-up oath, which I was 
wanted immediately to adminiſter to you. 1 declined do- 
ing ſo till I had conſidered it. —You all well know I de- 
_ clared, that I put it off for no other reaſon ; and in my 
opinion the decorum and preciſion, neceſſary to be ob- 
ſerved at all meetings of ſuch conſequence, might have 
prevented you from calling this my prudent delay by the 
name of a denial, which it was not. 
I muſt have more time to ſettle the ſort of oath that 
will ſuit your opinions, and my duty, than you ſeem wil» 
| ling to allow me; and if there ſhould be any particular 
form you are fond of, I ſhould be very glad you would 
favour me in time with a view of it, | 
In the mean time you cannot doubt of the latisfaction 
I ſhall receive at ſeeing any of you here preparatory to an- 
other meeting, which I could wiſh to be on Friday n mor- 
ning next. | am, Gentlemen, | 


: Moſquito Shore, With truth and _ 


Monday Neg, © 0 Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


TO June 21,1753 ROBERT HODGS ON. 


Iou muſt allow me to take more time in future for an- 
5 fwering letters of ſuch conſequence. my 
N. 


(9) 


No. LXIII. 
Teller from the Council left, in reply to Captain Haodg ſon. 


| 811 | . June 22 1773. 
: you the ſatisfaction you 


* 


WE acquieſce in giving 


deſire, of meeting you next Friday morning, at nine 


of the clock in the forenoon, at Mr. M Daniel's. 


But in regard of any oath formed to our opinion, none 


can be more ſo than that drawn up yeſterday, therefore 
can favour you with no other form we judge more proper. 
We are, with all due deference and reſpect, 
Sir, your moſt humble ſervants, 
John Bourke, Bryan M Daniel, 
George Hewm, Bart. Gilibect, 
Lam John Dill, 
Thomas Marriot Perkins, David Hume, 
en,, Wllam Neid, - - 
John Orrett, | „ 
Black River, 


| June 22, 1773. | : | | : ] 


| To Robert Hodgſon, Eſq. 
No. LXIV. 


on Fuly 1/4 or 34, 1773. 


Form of an Oath ſent to Captain Hodgſon by the Council ele, 


Black River, 3 g. 
2 Moſquito Shote, F : 


WHEREAS ſundry of the , eee of the 
| , ſend a letter to his 
honour Lieutenant Governor Dalling, of Jamaica, re- 
queſting that his honour would be pleaſed to authorize, 
or otherwiſe allow them, or countenance them in elect- 
ing from among themſelves twelve perſons, whereof to _ 
form a council for the purpoſe of making bye-laws (agree- 


| Moſquito Shore did, in January la 


able to the laws of England) for the peace, policy, and 


good order of the ſettlement, and for deciding in a ſum- 
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mary way (agreeable to the ſaid laws of England) all 


Caſes that may be immediately brought before them b 
conſent of parties, or upon appeal from the quarter ſeſ- 
ſions: and whereas his honour Lieutenant-governor 
Dalling did, by his letter of the nineteenth of laſt April, 
in anſwer to the aforeſaid letter, declare, that he did 


much approve of their intending to elect twelve perſons . 


to be as a council for the ſeveral purpoſes mentioned in 
JJ TEE 
Now we, John Burke, George Hewm, James Lawrie, 
Thomas Marriott Perkins, John Pitt, John Orrett, Bryan 
M Daniel, Bartholomew Gilbert, John Dill, David 


Hume, and William Reid, being eleven of the twelve 
men who were, on the twelfth day of laſt month duly 
choſen and elected by the people for the purpoſe aforeſaid ; 
And whereas it is direttly contrary to the principles of the 


Britiſh conſtitution, for Britiſh ſubjecis in any ſettlement to 
be there bound by laws made by an aſſembly in any other ſet- 


| tlement or colony, when the ſaid ſuljects ſo bound, or attempted 
to be bound, have no legal repreſentative of their own electing 


in the aſſembly of ſuch other ſettlement or colony where the ſaid 
| laws are made, We, the aforeſaid eleven men, duly choſen 
and elected as aforeſaid, do ſay that we conceive our duty 


in our legiſlative capacity to be more full and extenſive than 
that of any council we are acquainted with, it not only ap- 


pearing to us to be our duty to give true, faithful, and 


ſecret counſel to our ſovereign lord the King, and in 
caſes, public and otherwiſe, to act in the moſt faithful, 
unbiaſſed manner our wit, cunning, and true honeſt 
meaning will allow us to do. But we alſo conceive, that 
we are fully endowed (by the people) with all the powers 
and privileges of making bye-laws for the good order and 


government of the Moſquito Shore; and that in this 


double capacity it is our behoven duty to act as conform 
ably to the Britiſh conſtitution of government as our 
knowledge and rectitude of mind and our preſent want of 


an eſtabliſhment of that form of government by our So- 
vereign's authority will permit and dictate to us, until 
the expiration of the time for which we have been elected, 


unleſs our moſt gracious Sovereign ſhall before that time 


give other orders which ſhall come to our knowledge; 
and in which latter caſe, we do hereby actually engage 


| ourſe]ves to ſubmit to ſuch orders when made known unto | 
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1 profeſſing ourſelves to be lawful ſubjects unto bis 


moſt ſacred Majeſty George the Third, by the Grace of 


God of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, King, de- 
fender of the faith, and ſo forth ; and farther, as we con- 
ceive we are inveſted with a judiciary power more ſimilar 


to the High Court of Chancery, than to any other thax 


we know of, we do declare, that in all judicial matters 
brought before us, we ought each one for himſelf to do 
equal right and juſtice to the poor and to the rich after 


our reſpective wit, cunning, and power, and after the 
laws and cuſtoms of the realm and ſtatutes thereof made, 


and that we ought not to be of counſel of any quarrels or 
cauſe hanging before us; allo that we ought not to let for 
gift or other cauſe, but well, and truly, and faithfully, 
_ each one for himſelf, do the office of a truſty and upright 
judge and member of the aforeſaid council of the people 
during the time aforeſaid, and ought not to receive any 
thing for what ſhall be reſpectively done accordingly. 
And we, filled with a due ſenſe of the high and impor— 
tant truſt (by the people) committed to us of forming 


the firſt ſyſtem of government in manner aforeſaid, for 


the peace, policy, and good order of this valuable and 
extenſive country, (as yet without any governor or council 
appointed by his Mojefly,) do pray Almighty God, that he 
_ would be pleaſed to confer wiſdom on our councils, and 
' ſucceſs on our endeavours, and that the reſult be happi- 
neſs to the people and a grateful remembrance of us by 
poſterity. And we do now ſolemnly ſwear, each one for 


himſelf, on the Holy Evangeliſts of Almighty God, to 


act and conduct ourſelves while of the council of the 
people as aforeſaid, conformably to all theſe our deliberate 
and foregoing recited ſentiments ; and may God fo help 
us reſpectively as we abide by them for the time herein 
ſpecihed. _ 


In witneſs DIE, we Ra hereunto ſet and aixed | 
each one his hand and ſeal, at Black River, on the 


Moſquito Shore, this day of July, in the thir- 
| teenth year of the reign of his Majeſty George the 
Third, by the Grace of God of Great Britain, France, 


and Ireland, King, defender of the faith, and ſo forth, 
and in the year of our Lord God one thouſand ſeven 


hundred and ſeventy-three. 


No. 
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No. LXV. 


Letter from ſix of the Council eleft about the Oath that Bud 
had propoſed. —— (They afterwards proclaimed that they had 
foe rn each other in my themſelves 'y that Oath). 


4-8, - 
O the firſt of this month Avi of the council elected 
by the people ſent you, by Mr. Philip John Morris, an 
oath which hey thought proper to be taken by them, and 
at the ſame time inſtructed him to requeſt your opinion 
| thereon, and to know whether you would adminiſter the 
ſame unto the ſaid council, of which we are a part; and 
not having yet received any direct anſwer from you, we 
do now (for ourſelves, and in behalf of the other mem 
bers of the ſaid council of the people,) repeat our former 
requeſt, that you would qualify us for the oath delivered ; 


to you by Mr. Morris as aforeſaid, 


We ſhall eſteem your anſwer (in writing) by the bearer 


2s a favour done to, 


Sir, your moſt humble ſervants, 


John Bourke, John Orrett, 
George Hewm, David Hume, 
Thomas Marriot Perkins, William Reid. 
7 Black River, „ 
%%% A SY 
To Robert Hodgſon, Eſq. 


No. LXVI. 


Arfier of Captain Hodęſn to the Letter from fix Is Member 
by T ＋ the ee cleft. i 5 


Grvrlruex, 


WHEN I received. by the hand of Mr. Morris the = 
form of a teſt, you mention, I defired him to acquaint 

you, that I wiſhed you would write to me e 

what it was. 
I did not mean by that to impeach Mr. Morris's memory; 3 


but I dare ſay there are none of us, but have, even in 
our 
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our private affairs, met with very diſagreeable miſtakes 


by a verbal way of doing buſineſs. 

I have your letter of yeſterday now before me. As 
your number is but fix, I apprehend you are not ſuffi- 
cient voice to require an alteration in the teſt I had the 


ſatisfaction of hearing you all agreed upon, provided I 


would wave the power of diſſolution till the governor of 


Jamaica was farther conſulted 3 neither can you with any 


propriety move in behalf of the abſent member. 


I cannot but ſay that, without entering into political | 
objections, I think your paper exceptionable on your own 
accounts. You have in all your writing been fond of 


calling yourſelves duly elected and a council of the people. 


Pray can all of ſwear you were duly elected ? believe 
you muſt leave that to Mr. Morris. Is it not ſufficient 
that you were elected, and no one means to object it 
but as all oaths ought to be clear and well underſtood, - 
pray what is 4 Council of the People? It would alſo be | 
much fafer for our own conſciences, if matters of ſo very 
controvertible a nature, as laws made in one part of the 
world not being binding in another, was not introduced 
as a Sentiment Jou mean to ſwear to abide by; more eſpe- 
_ cially, as I believe ſeveral of you conceive the laws of 
Jamaica to be of virtue in this country. I may indeed be 
miſtaken in this meaning of the paragraph beginning with 
« Whereas it 1s directly contrary,” tor I muſt confeſs - 
both that as well as ſome other paragraphs are fo worded 
as not to convey clear ſenſe to me.—1 hope they are not 
meant to make miſchief on all ſides. 
As you deſired my opinion on this hd Thave now given ; 
it you, all but ſaying, that the whole tenor of it is ſuch, 
that it ſeems to me that the moment I ſwear you by it 
into buſineſs, I ſwear myſelf out, which you know I muſt. 
not do, — Therefore it only remains for me to return you 
the paper, according to the late meſſage to me by Mr. 
Morris; and to aſſure you, that with the warmeſt wiſhes 
for the welfare of this country, and that the liberty and 
property of the inhabitants thereof may” be eſtabliſhed on 


true conſtitutional principles, 
I am, 
with cruth and regard, 
| Gentlemen, &c. 


„ a HODGSON. 


I wiſh 


gn” moms n= Ir © 
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I wiſh Mr. Morris had intimated to me at firſt, that the 
paper was to be returned; becauſe I would not then have 
wrote on the back of it. Fs 


To Meſſrs. John Bourke, George Hewm, Thomas Mar- 
riot Perkins, John Orrett, David Hume, and Wil- 


liam — 


No. LXVII. 


Extract of a Letter from Captain Hedgſm to he Earl of 
Dartmouth, dated November gth 1713, giving an Account 


of the ſecond Revolt on the Moſquito Shore, 


| THE white people of this ſettlement have revolted 


from government, an event not unlikely to have happen- 
ed, though too dependent on humour and accident for the 


time to have been readily foreſeen, But it is now at an 


height, that requires immediate cute, rather than an in- | 
veſtigation of how it happened. „ 5 
They attempted, and in a manner compaſſed the 9950 
thing, in June 1771; but a ſharp rebuke from the late 
governor of Jamaica, (encloſure No. 1.), broke their 
combination, and they have ever fince, till lately, been as 
| a rope of ſand. My laſt letters to Lord Hillſborough 
and governor Sir William Trelawny convey a full and 


Juſt idea of the moſt diſorderly ſtate the latter left the 


ſettlement in at the end of laſt year. Therefore 1 incloſe | 


duplicates of them, (No. 2. and 3.) 


However, things, being then nearly at the worſt, took 


a turn, and the people addreſſed themſelves to the lieu- 


| tenant-governor of Jamaica in a handſome explicit man- 
ner, deſiring his ſupport towards eſtabliſhing a ſuitable 
mode of police among them (No. 4. and a.) His honour 
ſhewed every attention and good will to their intereſts in 
a manner equally gracious and encouraging, granted all 
they aſked (No. 5.), and at the ſame time did me honour 


in the eyes of the ſettlement. 


But in the mean time the harmony, that appeared i. in it, 
was injured by ſome ill- affected perſons reviving a mat- 


ter of diſcuſſion between ſome of the people and me, about 
an extraordinary purchaſe of land they had made. I in- 


cloſe their letter to me on the occalion, and my anſwer, 


which 
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which is a fort of comment thereon, as they together 
(No. 7. and 8.*) ſhew a fair ſpecimen of their general 
temper here. 

On my return to them, I waved the matter, and gave 
my full attention to the re-eſtabliſhing the courts of quar- 
ter-ſeſſions, and to forming a council of twelve, to be 
choſen from among all the inhabitants, to co- operate with 
me for the regulation of the ſettlement, and for other mat- 
ters, wherein the ſaid courts were not thought competent, 

that being the general purport of their requeſt to the lieu- 
tenant-governor, and of his good intentions to them. 

J made a fair progreſs towards ſucceſs, till a ſevere fall 
prevented me from perſonally attending their motions, 
and they immediately went wrong. 

| It ſeems to me, that the ill- affected to government em- 
= | braced this opportunity, and exerted all their influence to 
f turn the already agitated and expecting minds of the mul- 
titude their own way. They full well knew the weak- 
neſs of government here, yet they failed not to paint it to 
them in all the terrors of tyranny, and to hang out the 
allurements of natural liberty to the vicious and ignorant, 
till at length, by a ſeries of cunning, rudeneſs, and every 
: Other means they could uſe, they got a majority to de- 
| Clare themſelves of opinion, that as all the power was in 
3 their own hands, they ought not to let it $03 they pre- 
ſently overbore the reſt, and then a junto of eight of thoſe 
elected to be of the council ſwore themſelves into office 
by an highly improper oath, and ſoon aſterwards clinched 
the whole by breaking up the quarter-ſeſſions, throwing 
off ſubordination to the laws of Jamaica, and denying all 
authority here to the governor, and by the faireſt implica- 
tions, all other authority over them whatever, electing 
and ſwearing i in magiſtrates of their own. proceeding to 
judicial and arbitrary dections, and even ping the duty 
of the Indians. 
At preſent they are labouring to give ſyſtem to their new. 
erected ſtate, not without hopes of thereby all vlog foreign 
ftrength to it. 195 
All this while I could only be a ſpectator, ad look on 
= with grief and admiration at their folly and madneſs. 
= Dl regard to myſell perſonally, they have hitherto hops 
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within tolerable bounds, but how long they may continue 
to ſhew me reſpect is very precarious. 

The diſpatches and papers that I have lately ſent to the 
lieutenant-governor of Jamaica, are a chain of illuſtration 
to this repreſentation, therefore I incloſe duplicates and 
copies of them (No, 9 to No. 20.) 


LXVIII. 
Th King s Proclamation for diſſolving the Council of the 
Moſquito ate and TRA any ather. 


Jamaica, fl. 
: BY THE KING, 
© PROCLAMATION. 


v H EREAS we have thought fit, by the ates of the 
council of our iſland of Jamaica, to diflolve the council 
elected at Black River on the Moſquito Shore, the twelfth 
day of June, in the thirteenth year of our reign, we do 
for that end publiſh our royal proclamation, and do here- 
dy diſſolve the ſaid council accordingly ; and we do here- 
by forbid our loving ſubjects on the Moſquito Shore to 
act in the council aforeſaid, or to elect any perſon or per- 
fons to ſerve in any other council of the Moſquito Shore, 
until our farther will and pleaſure be declared in the pre- 
miſes, as they will anſwer the contrary at their peril. 


Witneſs his honour John Dalling, eſquire, our 
lieutenant-governor and commander in chief in 
and over our ifland of Jamaica, and the other 
territories thereon depending in America, chan- 
cellor and vice-admiral of the ſame, at Saint 
Jago de la Vega, the twenty-third day of No- 

vember, in the fourteenth year of our reign, 


 annoq. Domini one thouſand ſeven hundred 
and ſeventy- three. | 


(Signed) JOBN DALLING. 
By his 8 . RY 
R. LEWING, ſecretary. GOD SAVE I L241 KING. 
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No. LXIX. 
Affidavit f Mr. Bartholomew Gilitert, one of the Council 
elect, to ſupport the Accuſatory Memorial of November 11, 
1773. This is the only one of the Proofs referred to by the 


 Revolters, that Captain Hodgſon can arrive at a — or 
any proper Knowledge of. 


6 Memorandum. London, June 26, 17 775. 


« THE preceding Memorial and State of Facts hav- 
« ing been laid before the right honourable the Earl of 
Dartmouth, on the 11th November, 1773. And Mr. 
„ Gilibert, from that time until his departure from Lon- 
don to the Moſquito Shore, about the 1oth of January, 
1774, having had no opportunity of waiting upon bis 
c lordſhip to bear teſtimony to the ſaid Memorial and 
ce State of Facts, did, on the 8th of ſaid January, 1774, 
& make affidavit before Jes . of . 
86 as follows, TIS 


W 
WOE yy 4 SINE TAL © $a * 
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1 1 -Gilibere, Eo one 
A Middleſex. 4- of the principal ſettlers and ee 
of the Moſquito Shore in America, maketh oath and 
ſayeth, That the ſeveral matters contained in the preceding 
Memorial, conſiſting of ſeven pages of paper, addrefled 
to the right honourable the Earl of Dartmouth, in name of 
his Majeſty's ſubjeCts the principal inhabitants of the Moſ- 
quito Shore in America, for themſelves, and on behalf 
of his Majcity's colony eſtabliſhed there, and which are 
more fully ſet forth in the preceding State of Facts an- 
nexed to ſaid Memorial, conſiſting of twenty one pages 
of paper, are of e ee and public notoriety on the ſaid 
Moſquito Shore, and are conſiſtent with the knowledge and 
belief of this deponent. And that the perſons mentioned 
at the bottom of the ſaid Memorial, for and in behalf of 
whom Robert White, Eſq. of Fenchurch Buildings, Lon- 
= don, has ſigned the ſaid Memorial, are the principal in- 
©  hHabitants of che ſaid Shore, who did, conſiſtent with the 


= knowledge of this deponent, authorize the ſaid Mr. White 
1 to ſign for them as aforeſaid. And farther this deponent 
Fo ſapeth, that the ſeveral papers from which the State of 
5 Facts are made up, in number from one to twelve, are 


copies of original papers ig oe from the Mafquits Shore 
T2 by 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


n 


y him this deponent, and delivered by him in name of the 


ſaid principal inhabitants and colony to the ſaid Mr. White, 
on his the ſaid deponent's arrival in London, on or about 
the twenty ſeventh of September laſt, for the ſpecial pur- 
pole of making therefrom the aforeſaid Memorial and 
State of Facts, to the delivery of which papers, on the 
ſaid 27th of September, he hath reſpeCtively ſet his name; 
and that number four being the copy of a Spaniſh letter 
from Don Joſeph de Nava, the Spaniſh governor of Car- 


thago, to Admiral Dilſon, commander of the Moſquito | 


Indian veſlels, is a true and exact copy of the original. 


In teſtimony of which he has ſigned his name thereto, 


and that the Engliſb tranſlation thereof, No. 4, is a true 
tranſlation, to which he hath alſo ſet kis name, and that 
all the matters relative io ſaid letter, as ſet forth in the ſaid 


Memorial and State of Fatts, are flriftly true, and conſiſt- 
ent with this deponent's knowledge. And farther this 
deponent ſayeth, that at the time of his departure from 

the Moſquito Shore, the ſettlement there was in the fitua- 
tion mentioned in the 21/t page of the foregoing State of 
Fats; and that he himſelf received commiſſions from 

many of the moſt reſpectable ſettlers and inhabitants on 
the ſaid Shore, to purchaſe lands for them in North Ame- 


rica, in order that they might remove from the ſaid Shore, 


and ſettle themſelves*and families on the ſaid lands to be 


purchaſed in North America, in caſe this Deponent re- 


ceived no hopes of the colony's being relieved from the 
_ grievances and pp» ./ſizns they: now ſuffer under his Ma- 
jeſty's ſaid ſuperintendant, by having him TORE. And 
Farther this eren layeth not. 


BARTHOLOMEW GILIBERT, 


Sworn before me, | 
Jan. 8th, 1774» 


G. WRIGHTE.' Y 
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No. LXX. 


Receipt from the Governor o Famaica's Hens pro Tempors, 
for the A e of all the Magiſtrates but one, nomi- 
nated in the Commiſſion of the Peace for the Moſquito Shore, 
Med by Governor Dalling in 177% 


Governor of ande Office, 
in Spaniſh Town. 


THIS! is to acknowledge, that I have this day ares | 


into this office ſeven papers of theoaths of qualification, they 


being the qualifications of 4% the juſtices nominated in 
the grand commiſhon iſſued by Lt. Governor Dalling 
= for the Moſquito Shore, John Pitt, Eg; eæcep ted. 


Jay 12th, 1774. 
_ JOHN CLEMENT. 


N 0, LXXI. 


Letters of Correſpondence between Captain Hales and Cap- | 
_ tain Lawrie, en the Paper called the State of 


Feds. 
| Moſquito Shore, king 8 Houſe, 
Nov. 9th; 1774. N 
Sim, | 


I SUPPOSE you cannot but allow it to he incontro- 


| vanible. that whoever 1 is accuſed ought to be informed of 
what. 


A paper, in uon againſt me, called a State 


of Facts, was delivered by a Mr. White to Lord Dart- 
mouth on November 1 ich laſt, in your Names as well as 
in that of others. | 
I ſhould be glad of a copy of that paper, that I may 
more maturely conſider my juſtification or my errors, 


and therefore I now aſk it of you. 
You are more bound to let me have it, becauſe I muſt 
appear to you ignorant of every thing that is in it; for neither 


you or the other ſigners to the ſubſtance of it have eber 


acquainted 
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my charge. 


1 
acquainted 1 me with any ſtated grievances you had to lay to 
I am, Sir, &c. 
5 ROBERT HODGSON. 
James Lawrie, Eſq. 


SIE 
1 JUST now received your's, and have to acquaint 


you that I do not recollect ſigning any paper to lord 


artmouth, neither is any ſuch paper in my poſſeſſion, 
otherwiſe ſhould have ſent it to you moſt readily. 


Moſquito Shore, I oy Sir, e. 


November gth, 1774. JAMES LAWRIE. 


Fo Robert Hodgſon, Eſq. 


King s Houſe, November gith, 1744: 
"vim, 


1 WROTE to you becauſe your name was the firſt. 


that appeared; I cannot well ſuppoſe you mean to con- 
vey a different idea of your fixing your ſign manual your- 


ſelf, or of your authorizing Mr. White to write your 
name for you: if it is ſo, I ſhall content telt with my , 
own remarks upon it. 


I am, Sir, &c. 
ROBERT HODGSON: 
James Lawrie, Eſq. | 


-- Sin, | 8 loth, 1774. 
Mr. WHITE's memorial to lord Dartmouth, to 
which you allude, is founded on facts properly atteſted, 


and tranſmitted to Mr. White, agent for this country 
at the court of Great Britain. As to ſigning my name to 


any memorial preſented ro Lord Dartmouth, I have only _ 
to ſay, that the memorial you allude to, was preſented 

by our agent in the name of every gentleman who ſigned 
the power of agency, and as to ſigning firſt or laſt it 


ſeems to me of very little conſequence. 


A recapitulation of grievances (which are many; 
would at preſent be too tedious to enter upon. Be- 


W 


11 


ſides, as this is a public affair, I cannot but look on a 


particular application to me as improper; I make no 
doubt but the council of the people of this colony, if applied 


to, will fully inform you of the nature of all the com- 
plaints alleged againſt you, as copies of theſe papers ne- 
ceſſary for that purpoſe, are lodged with them, 


WY ns LAWRIE. 
To Robert Hodgſon, Efq. e 


1 1 »ka ; 
OU think my applying to you improper; indeed, 


from your's of yeſterday, I flattered myſelf that in reality 


it might be ſo. 


But I have now to ſtate to you the propriety of my : 
conſidering the fir/? ſigner of a number no wiſe incorpo- 
rated, but rather diffuſed as a leading and active member of 


that number. 


You refer me to the council of the people of this co- 
lony; a colony that deputes its own agent to the court of 
Great Britain. What am Ito make of all this? If you 
mean to let me know what you have ſaid againſt me; 
let me know, and do not refer me to make my applica- 
tion to where you know I cannot apply. „„ 


3 am, Bit, &e- 


| : James Lawrie, Eſq. 


Iuo this Captain Lawrie anſwered on December 8th 
following, that he did not want opportunity or cauſe to 
complain; that as no man knew better than mylelf 
what I ought to have done in the character I was in, I 
ſhould examine myſelf, and enquzre no farther : and told 
me, / I could find out any paper of his ſigning, I might 


do as I would with it. 


Black River, November 1oth, 1774. : 


ROBERT HODGSON. 
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No. LXXII. 
Letter from the Earl of Dartmouth, calling Capt. Hodęgſon 
home on Duty. This letter was inclaſed in No, 7 3, illuſ- 
trating it, | 
_ | Whitehall, 2d Auguſt, 1775. 

SIR, = | „ 0 

HAVING laid before the King a ſtate of his Majeſty's 
affairs upon the Moſquito Shore, and alſo the complaints 
exhibited againſt you, with your anſwer thereto; I am 
_ commanded to ſignify to you his Majeſty's pleaſure, that 
you do immediately return to England, in order to lay 


efore his Majeſty ſuch information of the ſtate and con- 


dition of the ſettlement on that Shore, and of the ſeveral 
matters to which the complaints againſt you refer, as 


may enable his Majeſty to take ſuch ſteps and make ſuch 


arrangements in regard thereto as ſhall be judged ne- 
ceſſary. C ĩ 5 „ 

ES J am, Sir, 5 
| Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


Robert Hodgfon, Eſq. (Signed) DARTMOUTH. 


No. LXXIII. 


The King's Proclamation againſt the uſurped Government ow 


the Moſquito Shore (arrived there at the ſame Time with 
the Letter calling Captain Hodgſon hame on Duty). 


Jamaica, MI. LE . 
SY THE KING, : 
TCC 


WHERE AS many of our ſubjects at Black River, 
on the Moſquito Shore, miſled by ill-deſigning people, 
and forgetting the allegiance which they owe to us, have 
lately preſumed to form and eſtabliſh a conſtitution of 
civil government among themſelves, and to eleCt officers 
and magiſtrates for the adminiſtration of the ſame, with- 
out any powers or authority derived from us for that 

| | purpoſe; 


(93 ? " 
purpoſe z which proceedings are againſt our peace, crown, 1 
and dignity: and whereas many of our ſid ſubjects, 4 
through an ungoverned and inſatiable deſire of lawleſs 4 
gain, have made ſlaves of ſeveral native Indians of the 4 
ſaid Shore, or the parts adjacent, and ſhipped them off 4 
for ſale, in violation of the common feelings and rights (| 
of humanity, and alſo of the obvious principles of ſound * 
policy: to the end, therefore, that none of our ſubjects | 
| may, for the future, violate their duty in the particulars 1 
; above recited, we have thought fit to iſſue this our royal [1 
ö proclamation, hereby declaring our juſt diſpleaſure at. . i 
1 ſuch inſults offered to our authority, and that all ſuch | 1 
. proceedings are acts of uſurpation againſt our royal pre- 1 
8 rogative, and againſt the perſonal rights of the ſaid na- N 
: tive Indians; and hereby ſtrictly forbidding all our loyal . 
; ſubjects, on the ſaid Moſquito Shore, to offend in the 1 
; like inſtances, under the pains and mn that will „„ 
q Fall thereon. _ 1 
1 Witneſs, his K Sir Baſil Keith, knight; — 
: ; captain-general and governor in chief of our -.: 
: ſaid iſland of Jamaica, and other the territories | I! 
; thereon depending in America, chancellor and int 
| vice-admiral of the ſame, at Saint Jago de la _- 
: Vega, the twenty-ninth day of December, in the == 
: ſixteenth year of our reign, lanno Domini one 1 
thouſand (even hundred and ſeventy- five. ) ow — 1 
3 BASIL KEITH,. .  - | 
5 18 1 
; By his Exce! lency's SY God ſave the king. j | 
5 | Richard . ſec. | „ 
; No. LXXIV. | = 
. | Teuer Jr dir Baſil Keith 10 Capi. Hodeſm, inc hf ing the | =_ 
J Orders from the Earl of Dartmouth for Capt. Hoogfon 10 „ — 
A return home on Duty. ; 
EE os Jamaica, 29th December, 1775. Bi 
== TAKE the Giſt opportunity of tranſmitting you the = 1 
Farl of Dartmouth's Letter of the 2d of Auguſt, which _ ' Bi 
will be delivered to you by Mr. Ferguſſon, the gentle- - Wi! 
man I have + An agreeable to his Majeſty's pleaſure, _ + balk 
K | Ggnilied | 4 


conſequences to you. 


Robert Hodgſon, Eſq. 


(94 -7 


fignified to me by his lordſhip's letter ofthe ſame date, to 
ſuperintend the ſettlement upon the Moſquito Shore, 
during your abſence, or until his Majeſty's farther pleaſure 
known. | | | 
Il will be obliged to you for any information you give 


Mr. Ferguſſon relative to the ſuperintendancy, and ſhall 


be extremely grateful for every kindneſs and civility you 
ſhew him, as he is a perſon in whoſe welfare I am much 
intereſted. 1 | Rr oo a OR 

He will, I am ſure, be happy to be of uſe or ſervice to 


you in your abſence. Your laſt diſpatch to the Secretary 
of State ſhall be forwarded by the next packet. It came to 


my hands two days after the laſt one ſailed. 
In your letter to Lord Dartmouth you ſeem anxiouſly 


to wiſh to have leave to make a voyage to England, I 
hope it will be a pleaſant one, and productive of the beſt 


| Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
B3aAsII. KEITH, 


No. LXXV. 5 


Taue {7 Join Pitt, Eſq. to Captain Hodgſm, concern- 


ing his Name being Signed to the Complaints againſt Caps 
tain Hodg ſon. „ Vä 


1 DO aſſure you, on my honour, that if to either a 


| eee or ſtate of facts, delivered to lord Dartmouth on 


ovember 11, 1773 by Mr. Robert White, there is the 
ſame name as mine ſubſcribed, it is without my knowledge, - 
and if it is meant to mean me, I hereby deny ſuch 

Se > YO TTY OR RI 


Jaꝛᷣoour moſt obedient ſervant, 
ED (Signed) JOHN PITT. 
Black River, : | | J „„ 


Jan. 29, 1776. 


5 Robert Hodgſon, Eſq. No. | 
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No. LXXVI. 


Kro face p. 74, Appendix.) 


Captain Hodgfon's Accuſers having endeavoured to convey ſirong Crimination of him for having neglefttd viſiting the Countr 


of his being Superintendant ; he was thereby provoked in his Fuſlification to make the following Arr, 


Table of Captain Hodgſon's Voyages on the Public Service, whilſt he 


In what | b ; 5 3 
Year Intention and Conſequence. Actual Time of Embarking, and in what , gual Time of Return 
| Veſlel, &c. | . 

1768 To take a complete view of the country and the neighbour-] October 8. Sloop True-blue, of 20 tons. January 8, 1769. In 


1769 


1770 


177? 


1772 | 


273 


ing Spaniſh coaſt, to ſpeak to all the inhabitants, to quiet 


every thing, and to prepare the whole for a ſyſtem of peace, 


5 policy, and good order. Succeeded. 


1% Jamaica, and nearly round it, in order to conſult about 


- [the Moſquito Shore with Governor Sir William Trelawny. 


A complete coaſting voyage to every part of the country, 


| undertaken to prevent the miſchief that might ariſe from the 


governor of Carthago's intercourſe with the Moſquito Indians, 
Very ſucceſsful, 


To Jamaica,—with hopes of ſettling ſome plan of utility 


| for the Moſquito Shore with Sir William Trelawny, and in 


order to deſcribe to him the very pernicious uſe, which had 


been made of the powers he had furniſhed other people with 
there, &c. | „ 


A coaſting voyage along moſt of the Moſquito Shore to quiet 


the Indians, and to diſtribute amongſt them part of his Ma- 


jeſty's preſents which remained of laſt year, —Succeſsful, 


To Jamaica. Governor Sir William Trelawny being dead, 


{and the people of the Moſquito Shore immediately aiming at 
a coalition with me, I determined to wait on the hieutenant-| 
| governor, to conſult with him on the welfare of that diſtracted 


country. met with every thing favourable from him. 


1774 


„ 


1776 


Iledge. OY | | 
A coaſting voyage on the grounds of the former, and to ſee 


Ito the King's orders. 


the fitting of a court of judicature there by the 


A voyage along 


A coaſting voyage to look for the remains of the ſloop Cheſ- 


ter, (ſuppoſed to be loſt with all the preſents and my papers on 


board) and ta diſtribute any that might be ſaved to the Indians. 


and ſome of the Spaniſh country, partly to ſurvey it, and alſo 
to avoid the 


what accident at Banaca detained the ſloop, in which I was to 
go to England. | | 


To which may be added a voyage to England, in obedience 


— 


* —_—— 


| | could poſſibly be 


A coaſting voyage along all the Moſquito Shore, in order to 
prevent many miſchiefs, which threatened, —Very ſucceſsful, 


| A voyage to view the weltern boundaries of the Moſquito 
| Shore, and the Spaniſh Coaſt, and to be abſent from Black 
[River during 
Irevolters. bet „n = | | 
3 all the Moſquito Shore, and much of the 
Spaniſh Coaſt, to heal and prevent great violences between the 
Indians and the Spaniards; and then to : 
with the new governor, Sir Baſil Keith, on the diſordered| 
| | fate of the Moſquito Shore; and from thence along the coaſt | 
of it again to confirm the Indians in their good diſpoſitions. — | 
Very ſucceſsful on the Shore. | 


Jamaica to conſult] 


A voyage along the Moſquito Shore and the Spaniſh Coaſt, 
to endeavour to preſerve the Indians at leaſt from rebellion, 
and fo on to Jamaica, in hopes my friend the governor might! 
I by this time be inſtructed about the country and me. Succeſs- 
{| tul on the Moſquito Shore. | | 


A voyage along the weſtern coaſt of the Moſquito Shore 


power of a court of judicarure I did not acknow- 


March 18, Adventure ſhip of war. 


Dec. 15, 1769. Schooner Betſey, of 10 
tons, changed her in February for the Moſ- 
quito of 8 tons, and ſoon afterwards her 
bottom gave way and ſhe was wrecked. 

Dec. 23, 1770. A ſchooner, which had 
been taken by the Moſquito Indians from 
the Spaniards, a certificate of which I de- 
livered to Sir William Trelawny, deſiring 
him to reſtore her as I could not for want of 


another veſſel to bring back thoſe who car- | 


ried her. | „„ 
February 3. Schooner Our Bett, of 45 

tons. This veſſel, as well as myſelf, had 

been ready ſeveral weeks; but ſhe had been 


blown about ſo much before all the things 
got on board, as to be 


nearly a wreck. 


Nautilus, of 7 tons. 


tember 3, when I embarked in the ſchooner 


EE Aegis, 599 wad: 


March 14. Schooner Nautilus, of 7 tons, 


April 3, Brig Aſkagain. 


May 29. Brig Pitt. 


April 1. A four - oared canoe, 


July 25. Sloop Ariadne, of go tons, ſprung 
a leak directly, after near two months hard 
labour on a ſandy iſlet got her in order and 


ſet out again. 


Auguſt 20. Garland ſhip of war, till Sep- 8 


November 7. A periagua, or very large 


July 1. Schooner Nautilus, of 7 tons. 


the ſloop 80 leagues off, 
be able to get back. 
July 1. Schooner Mo- 
me to repreſent to Sir W 
ing the Moſquito preſei 
May 23. The Moſqu 
could not keep her abov 
ſhe was wrecked, and g. 
manned periagua, _ 
March 13. The open 
not chooſing to meddle 
ſhore, ſhe was publickly 
tigated damages about h 


February 24. In the 
back; then got out of he 
day the ſchooner was wt 


November 7. Walke 
the ſchooner Nautilus, 


May 7. Brigantine A 


| March 26. Schooner 


| September 29. Briga 


Oc ober 19. Landed 
ſloop Cheſter, juſt as | 
| blew her about near tw 
fall the Indian preſents 


December 12, In th 
ing the preſents while 


ing gratified the India 


April 11. A. four-oa 


July 8. Sloop Ariac 
to England in, 


June 4, 1777. Rea 
firſt opportunity of pre 
Family-Trader, on bc 


1 day. 


family, left them ex] 


On*the whole, from October 1768, to June 1777, I went 14 Voyages, which employ 


2 


ed 22 Veſſels; and fr 


— 


| | LOL 
Country, and inſinuated that he had reſided wholly at Black River, the principal Settlement, from the firſt to the lat 
g Arrangement of his ſeveral Voyages and Expeditions during that Time. | 1 2 1 8 


| he was Superintendant of the Moſquito Shore. 


— 


ö N 6 : 7 Whole Timelin| 7 Jo 

teturn, and in what Manner; Caſualties, &c. Mo. and 34 | | Vouchers. 

59. In a ſmall four-oared canoe, having left: 3 z | Public letters, and vouched contingent charge al- 

es off, it being ſuppoted that ſhe would not lowed and paid by Sir William Trelawny, 
o | | 8 | | | 

er Moſquito, of 8 tons, ſo leaky as to oblige] 3 14 | Public letters, vouched contingent part allowed and 

Sir William Trelawny the neceſſity of ſend | | paid by Sir William Trelawny, repreſentation to him, 

preſents by another veſſel. | . land the ſchooner's proteſt. | Og 

Moſquito's bottom failed ſo much, that we] 5 7 Great number of public letters, papers, and affi- 

r above water, therefore ſtranded her, where davits, journals ſent home and delivered to Sir William 
and got back (about 100 leagues) in an ill“ Trelawny, who allowed and paid the vouched contin- 


gent charge. . 


4 


e Spaniſh ſchooner, Sir William Trelawny "Ig 19 Public papers, certificates, journals, atteſtations and 


1eddle with her. When ſhe returned to the] __ [letters.- 
lickly fold to fix the extent of any future li-| | 1 by 
bout her. = Eh, = 1 

N . | 
In the ſchooner Our Bett, moſt of the way] o 24 | Public letters, proteſt, diary, and vouched con- 
it of her and walked about 30 miles, the next 5 | | tingent charges allowed and paid by Sir William Tre- 
was wrecked, —_ , 1 Ilawny. 35 | 
Walked back + 20 miles, after ſtranding 3H +: m0 ; Public letters, diary, and vouched contingent charge- 
utilus, of 7 tons, on the bar of one of thef [allowed and paid by the governor of Jamaica, 
tine Aſkagain, of 120 tons. 5 9 | Public letters, and vouched contingent charge al. 


| | lowed and paid by the governor of Jamaica. 


hooner Nautilus, of 7 tons, 15 1.0 + 

: Brigantine Aſkagain,. ns py 8 * Various public letters, diary, vouched contingent 
e | F- = charge allowed and paid by the governor of Jamaica, 

Landed in the ſurf and walked home, from theſ 4 22 | Public letters, and vouched contingent charge al- 

uſt as a ſtorm came on, which ſtranded and] | lowed and paid by the governor of Jamaica. 


1ear two months and half, before I could get| 
eſents and my papers out of her. 


In the ſame periagua, having aſſiſted in ſav-| 1 10 5 Public letters, and atteſted contingent charge. 
while the floop was ſtranded, and after hav- „ ; | 
Indians by the diſtribution of moſt of them, | . 
four-oared canoe. 5 | 0 1 
> Ariadne, which I met at ſea and was to go| © „ Public letters, and A. Blair, Eſq. 
7. Reached Bermuda ſinking, there took the| 10 11 Public letters, journals, . proteſts, affidavits, &c. all 
y of proceeding to England, by buying the floop| fp which ſhew that not a day was loſt from the time of 
, on board which there was no room for m my receiving the orders. | 


m expoſed to famine, and got to London this EP! 


* 


— | — = | - — N 
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and from the actual Days of Embatkation to thoſe of Return, 44 Months and 18 Days. 
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No. LXXVII. 


Later from Capt. Hodgſon to Lord George Germaine, when 
be (Capt. Hodgſon) on his Return to England was firſt in- 
formed at the Office of his Diſmiſſion. 5 

My LoRD, 5 | 
AFTER my receiving the King's orders to return 
home, I unremittedly endeavoured to do ſo, but at laſt 
was obliged to make an opportunity by taking a new 
ſloop that had been deſtined for a very different purpoſe: 

I wrote your lordſhip from Bermuda ſome account of my 

delay, and added, that could I preſume to mix foreign 
motive with the duty of my obedience, I could truly 
ſay that my inclination, my intereſt, and what was due 

to my honour had, from the firſt, all urged me in the di- 

rect line of the occaſion of my being called home. 

In the courſe of proſecuting my voyage I was near two 

months feeding with difficulty my little children on a 

{mall ſandy iſland, and afterwards was myſelf neceſſary 

in pumping the water from the veſſel to preferve them; 

but at laſt was forced to go into Bermuda, or elſe periſh 
at ſea. The proper proteſt on this occaſion (now with me) 
was made on oath before the governor of that ifland, 

where the veſſel was condemned; and in conſequence I 

was obliged to ſtay there, with the delay diſtreſſing my 

mind, and labouring under a multiplicity of inconve= 
niencies, above fix months, the whole time watching to 
embrace or create any means I could of getting home. 

At length I bought the firſt, but the veſfel was fo ill- 

ſuited for my family to embark in, that it was more 

elegible to leave them to the chance of the gloomy proſ- 
pect of famine that hangs over that iſland; ſo taking a 
melancholy leave of Mrs. Hodgſon and our four chil» 
dren, who had from the firſt nobly acquieſced in my 
duty, and had never been a moment's interruption to it; 

I ſet out, and did not ſtop till I reached the door of 

your lordſhip's office, in the afternoon of the 4th inſtant, 

and then firſt learned my fate. 3 

I was ſupported in this affecting voyage by thinking I 

was on duty, which had 1 been, I ſhould not have 

troubled your lordſhip with this account of it; but I no-, 
| #34 © ſind 


6765 


find that I was all the time a diſmiſſed wanderer 3 dit. 
miſſed while I was holding my own private feelings as 
nothing, that I might obey the King, and after between 
twenty and thirty years faithful and uſeful ſervice. 

What adds peculiar mortification to my diſmiſſion, is, 
that had a judgement of me been deferred till I could 
have been hea. I am convinced I ſhould have thrown 
ten- fold ſhame on my adverſaries; for I have now ſeen 

their papers, and cannot forbear calling them wicked. 
I have ſeen that they had the intemperance to pray, in 
the name of the principal inhabitants, for my Alien 
on the 3oth of January, 1776, on the idea of my not 
having obeyed the king's orders, by not having returned 
home, when it was publicly known, by the real princi- 
pal inhabitants, that I had received thoſe orders about 
nine thouſand miles ſailing from hence, only nineteen 
days before; and I find the man who was the moſt ac- 
tive, and is the moſt reprehenfible- in the accuſation 

_ againſt me, has wrought, his own ſucceſſion to my poſt. 

In my preſent ſituation, L am perſuaded: your lord» 
ſmip will not refuſe me a copy of Mr. White's anſwer 

and memorial, dated January 30, 1776: therefore I now 
humbly beg it, and could wiſh your lordſhip. would alſo 
indulge me with a copy of the opinion of the Board of 
Trade, previous to my diſmiſſion. 

But I beſeech you, my lord, to judge of my feelings 
in making my chief requeſt, when I ſay, that if I am 
refuſed it, it will be an affliction of that magnitude, that 
my exiſting here afterwards will be worſe: than indif- 
ferent to me 
My requeſt is, that your lordſhip. would be pleaſed to 
move his Majeſty, or cauſe ſuch means to be taken, as 
to your lordſhip may ſeem. beſt, that I may be fairly 

heard, in oppoſition to what the aforeſaid Robert White 
has delivered againſt me. The inhabitants of the Moſ- 
quito Shore may be conſidered in him, their agent, as 
more than preſent; for his management of the accuſa- 
tion is probably more to their purpoſe than their own 
would ever be. 

Grant, my lord, that I be heard, and then adjudged; _ 

let the time, place, perſons, mode. and heavy penal con- 

ſequences, be dictated to me, I ſhall ſubſcribe to them 
f with readineſs and ſubmiſſion; and aſterwards, if I do 


not | 
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V 
not appear a different man to what ſeems to have been 
lately thought of me, I ſhall gather up ſuch parts of my Pi 
mind as may not be too much difarranged, and retire in | 
ſilence. | e | K 


I am, with the higheſt reſpeQ, 1 
_ | My lord, ” | . Fi 
Your lordſhip's moſt obedient, 


And moſt humble Servant, i 
; 2 ROM. HODGSON, 
London, June 8, 17977. ; „ 
The Right Hon. Lord 

George Germaine. 
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On 


a reading, fince the printing, which was done in 4 


great hurry, the following Errata have been dif- 
covered, 


Pag. 


137. 


144. 


22, 
44 · 
45. 


D E F E N C E. 
line. 
7. after honor, dele the five next words and add, to bet. 
7. for relating, read relative. | 
4. for four, read three. 
J. dele oy, 13 | 
3. for quilty, read guilt 
throughout for read ily, read Bermudas. © 
7. for becoming, read become, | 
27. or pretiate, read Preciate. 5 © We: 
3. read waving. | „ 
2. * for a, read and, _ 
7. dele which he had been the pr omoter 85 
15 read conciliatory, _ 
laft but one, read ſeſſions. 
25. for theſe, read thoſe, 
4. after on, add the. 
7. for it, read is. | 
5 & 6. dele of the ſuperintendant, add t to me. 
135 for adminiſtrating, read adminiſtering, 


. 19. for papers, read paper. 


21. for article, read inſtance. 


26. after Shore, add to Jamaica, returning in her to the Shore 


3. add had. 


. 22. for preſumptions, read preſumptuous. 


1. after inſtance, add of neglect, 

1. for his, read my. 
10. for legiſlators, read legiſlature. | 
23. to af, add ter. 

4. dele ſo. | 
25, for to, read from. 


12, dele and publiſhed the 3 and deitvered the latter, 
read the new commiſſion, and e the quie- | 


tus of the old one, 


. 19. for office, read officer. 
11, 12, 13. dele at the moſt it was only an objection I made 
to his authority and i it went no farther than words, 


15. 5. after of, dele the. 


APPEND I * 
laſt line but one, for Touſton, read Tonoſton. 
13. for had, read has. 

35. dele ſo. | 

8. for allo, read always. 
laſt line but one, after Jamaica, add has, 
17. for I after under, read of 


52. 39. for crimple, read cripple. 


63. 


6. For hearing, read leaving. 
9. /or member, read members. 
14. after of, read you. 
16. after object, read to. 
19. for our, read your. 
at bottom add, Moſquito Shore, July 16 (or 17th) n. 


The laſt loft page ſhould be 77. far 24. 


ble, ath column, 1 5th line, add &c, 
6th colamn, ath line, for _ {_ charge. 
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